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LTC and REG Environment Review
[bookmark: _Hlk215471402][bookmark: _Hlk215495623]Prior to beginning any construction or accruing any costs that are expected for reimbursement as part of this grant, an environmental assessment of the project must be completed, reviewed and signed by appropriate parties. Forms and documents available at Trail Grant Project Administration Page under Local Trail Connections (LTC) and Regional Trail Grant (REG) programs. All environmental reviews/assessments need to be submitted to the trail grants program staff when completed. Once all documentation is received and approved, the DNR will begin the process of entering into a contractual agreement with the grant recipient.  Any costs accrued prior to the date of the fully executed contract will not be reimbursable as part of the grant.  
If you are planning on doing a Project Memorandum, contact the Grant Coordinator listed above before you start on any of the Environmental Requirements.  Once the final EAS signature is obtained, the Grant Coordinator will have the approval to write a grant contract with the grantee.  
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT STATEMENT (EAS) CHECKLIST
Completion of an Environmental Assessment Statement (EAS) is required for every project. The EAS will provide information necessary to determine the impacts of the project, if any, on the environmental and cultural resources of the area. EAS form is available on the Trail Grants Project Administration Page. 
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SITES ACT AND MINNESOTA FIELD ARCHAEOLOGY ACT REVIEW
[bookmark: _Hlk183595078]The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA) must be contacted to review your project to determine if the site is a potential location for historical or archeological findings. If there is a determination that a survey is required, the survey would need to be completed prior to any site disturbance for development projects and prior to the final reimbursement of the grant funds for acquisition projects.

The Minnesota State Historical Inventory Portal (MnSHIP) is a new online application with geospatial capabilities developed by the Minnesota Geospatial Information Office (MnGeo) for the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). It contains digital forms of SHPO's formerly paper-based inventory of historic buildings, sites, and other property types. MnSHIP allows everyone the ability to research publicly available information. It also a allows those with proper credentials the ability to add and update information on recently surveyed historic properties.
[bookmark: _Hlk182472111]
SHPO research request procedures have changed with the launch of the Minnesota Statewide Historic Inventory Portal (MnSHIP). Please visit MnSHIP and the OSA Portal to perform research yourself. You can also visit https://npgallery.nps.gov/nrhp to obtain National Register of Historic Places nominations and information. While this process will allow for quick turnaround of results, please allow sufficient time in case follow-up with MIAC and/or OSA is needed.

At MnSHIP, search for the project area by 1) address; 2) township, section, and range; or 3) Shapefile. Once you have located your project area, draw a box to further specify the project area, select the print option on the right-hand side of the map, enter a title and export. This will provide a map with a legend and scale.

At the OSA Portal, search for your project area. Once located, draw an area to further specify your project area and save a screenshot.  If the MIAC layer shows up in your project area, you will need to reach out to MIAC and OSA to see if there is potential impact to a cemetery 
Contact the appropriate agency for more information.

STATE NATURAL HERITAGE INFORMATION SYSTEM REQUEST (Mn ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES)
[bookmark: _Hlk183595099]Review of your project by the DNR's Endangered Species Environmental Review Coordinator is required to determine if there are any state-listed endangered, threatened, or special concern species; rare plant communities, or other rare or sensitive ecological resources that may be affected by the project. Environmental Review by DNR for impact on state endangered species is initiated through Natural Heritage Review via a review requests through the Minnesota Conservation Explorer.
FEDERAL ENDANGERED SPECIES AND CRITICAL HABITAT RESOURCES US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Review of your project by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) Report is required to provide a list of species and other resources such as critical habitat (collectively referred to as trust resources) under the USFWS’ jurisdiction that are known or expected to be in or near the project area, as well as a determination of the project’s impact on the list of species and other resources (consistency letter). The list may also include trust resources that occur outside of the project area, but that could potentially be directly or indirectly affected by activities in the project area. However, determining the likelihood and extent of effects a project may have on trust resources typically requires gathering additional site-specific (e.g., vegetation/species surveys) and project-specific (e.g., magnitude and timing of proposed activities) information. 
From the website, click on “Get Started” then enter a location, define the area, and confirm the area where the project activities will occur. Then click on “Continue,” print the resource list and next, follow the IPaC Determination Key guidance to receive a determination for each listed species and resource and attach the consistency letter. Use this information to help guide your responses below. Use this information to help guide your responses below.
MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (MEPA) COMPLIANCE LETTER
Projects need to be evaluated for applicability of environmental review under Minnesota Rules, Chapter 4410.  Grant applicants review the Mandatory EAW categories described at Minnesota Rules, 4410.4300 to determine if they meet or exceed the threshold of any of the subparts 2 to 37. Exemptions from needing an EAW if the project does meet or exceed the threshold is described at Minnesota Rules, 4410.4600. In addition, an EAW is warranted when a project is not exempt under part 4410.4600, and when a governmental unit with approval authority over the proposed project determines that, because of the nature or location of a proposed project, the project may have the potential for significant environmental effects, either in response to a petition or otherwise (MN Rules 4410.1000, Sub. 3A). 

If determination is made that the proposed project does not meet or exceed any of the thresholds listed in Minnesota Environment Rules, 4410.4300 subparts 2 to 37, the documentation to submit is a formal letter on the Regional Government Unit (RGU (or LGU)) letterhead describing how the project does not meet or exceed any of the thresholds. Projects receiving any funding partial or full of grant in aid funds administered by the DNR, the DNR is the RGU. 

LAND APPROVAL CERTIFICATION
A Certification Form must be signed by all administrators of public land crossed or utilized by the trail project providing approval of the trail proposal and agreeing to provide assistance to seek formal authorization. If a leased, permit or easement is required, it must be for a minimum of 20 years. If more than two signatures are required print additional forms as necessary.  
RESOLUTION
A resolution and/or legal certification from your governing authority: (Sample available on the Project Administration webpage noted on page 1). A resolution must include the following:
1.  Accepts the grant in the amount of the award as partial funding for this trail project and recognizes the matching requirement;
2.  Names the fiscal agent from your local unit of government for this project. (You MUST include the name of the person, their title, and the correct mailing address.) 
       3.  Assures facility, trail, or equipment will be maintained for no less than 20 years.

WATER AND WETLANDS PERMITS
Minnesota has adopted a "no‐net‐loss" wetlands policy. Each state agency must ensure that its activities, including state sponsored, financed, or assisted projects, do not contribute to the loss or diminishment of the many important values of wetlands. Unavoidable impacts must be minimized, and compensatory mitigation must be provided for all values that have been lost or diminished. Development or alteration of shoreline adjacent to rivers, streams, lakes, and other public water bodies and wetlands may require written permits. Evidence of compliance with water and wetland regulations must be submitted including a determination whether a permit is required for your project. 
Projects involving work within waters and wetlands may require a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). Grantees will be required to determine whether a water permit is required by visiting the USACE Regulatory Request System (RRS) and the MNDNR Permitting and Reporting System (MPARS). You may also provide evidence of compliance with water and wetland regulations from your county Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) or local unit of government for Wetland Conservation Law. If the local waters authority feel there are no water issues involved, ask them to state that in a letter with how they came to this official determination, and attach it to your EAS Checklist. 
NATIVE RESTORATION REQUIREMENTS 
All restoration activities will require a restoration and management plan to be submitted prior to contract approval and must follow the Board of Soil and Water Resources “Native Vegetation Establishment and Enhancement Guidelines” in order to ensure ecological integrity and pollinator enhancement. When restoration activities are completed using grant funds, the Grantee must conduct evaluations on parcels where activities were implemented both 1) initially after activity completion and 2) three years later as a follow‐up. Evaluations should analyze improvements to the parcel and whether goals have been met, identify any problems with the implementation, and identify any findings that can be used to improve implementation of future restoration efforts at the site or elsewhere. Evaluation reports must be submitted to the DNR.
PRE RISK ASSESSMENT & FINANCIAL REVIEW
If your project is selected, the grantee will need to be evaluated for applicability of pre-award risk assessment under Minn. Stat. §16B.981. Fill out the assessment questionnaire on the Trail Grants Project Administration Page.

Per Mn Grants Statute 16B.981 and the State Office of Grants Management, grants over $50,000 or more, are required to submit financial documentation as a part of application as applicable; Capacity Responses, Certification that the entity is not suspended or debarred by the State of Minnesota or the federal government, Evidence of Good Standing, Nonprofit grantee as applicable, and Certification that no current principals have been convicted of a felony financial crime in the last ten years.  In addition, additional documentation may be requested after selection, this may include recent financial statements and audit documents.
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