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FRTP Pre-Contract Documentation
[bookmark: _Hlk215471402][bookmark: _Hlk215495623]Prior to beginning any construction or accruing any costs that are expected for reimbursement as part of this grant, an environmental assessment and additional federal and state required documentation must be completed, reviewed and signed by appropriate parties. Forms and documents available at Trail Grant Project Administration Page under the Federal Recreational Trail grant programs. All documentation needs to be submitted to the trail grants program staff when completed.
Final Submission: Submit one document of all applicable concurrence letters added as bookmarked attachments with title pages and the categorical exclusion (CE/Catex) document as the cover page. 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW REQUIREMENTS 
[bookmark: _Hlk180743496]Compliance with NEPA is required regardless of where a project is located (federal, state, county, city, private land, etc.) because RTP is federally funded. FHWA will not authorize funds for individual projects until NEPA and all other applicable federal requirements have been met. Many RTP projects will qualify as Categorical Exclusions (CatEx or CE) under NEPA (23 CFR 771.117), All projects (equipment and trail) must be reviewed (see Appendix 1) to assure that it does not have a significant impact on the environment and project applicants will need to assess the project in relation to 23 CFR 771.177(c) and 23 CFR 771.117(d). The environment review includes but is not limited to the cultural noise, threatened and endangered species form for archeological and federal endangered species review, the categorical exclusion, natural heritage data request, and wetland/water permits. Successful grant applicants shall use MnDOT’s prequalified consultants list or the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB)’s master contract list for all environmental work when a consultant is hired to address environmental work.
THE CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CATEX OR CE) FORM (All grant projects)
(https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/assistance/grants/recreation/grantee_forms/ce_form.pdf). will need to be completed and submitted to grant coordinator prior to entering a contract with DNR. The state and federal reviews/assessments, as part of the NEPA process, will result in concurrence letters, mitigation requirements, actions and commitments and must be included and submitted with CE 23 CFR 771.117c and/or 23 CFR 771.117 (d) forms. 
MNDOT provides guidance on project development and outlines steps a project manager, environmental document writer, and designer must take to bring a project to completion. While TPDP (transportation project development process) has been developed for transportation projects, the site provides guidance documents applicable for trail development projects and should be referenced for additional information and guidance for completion of the environmental documentation
Project sponsors are encouraged to begin considering early in the conceptual and design stages how to best mitigate for or avoid impacts to these resources. The TPDP process should be reviewed prior to the submittal of an application and adopted to the maximum extent practicable for your project.
THE CULTURAL NOISE, THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES FORM (All grant projects)
This form is to request a review of historical artifacts and federally endangered species by MnDOT OES and MnDOT CRU. MnDOT CRU has delegated authority From FHWA to conduct section 106 (Historic Preservation Act) reviews and MNDOT OES has authority to conduct ESA section 7 (Endangered Species Act) reviews. The form is filled out and submitted to the grant coordinator who then forwards it to MnDOT. Please see guidance form for how to fill it out. 
STATE NATURAL HERITAGE INFORMATION SYSTEM REQUEST (Mn ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES) (Trail projects only)
[bookmark: _Hlk183595099]Review of your project by the DNR's Endangered Species Environmental Review Coordinator is required to determine if there are any state-listed endangered, threatened, or special concern species; rare plant communities, or other rare or sensitive ecological resources that may be affected by the project. Environmental Review by DNR for impact on state endangered species is initiated through Natural Heritage Review via a review requests through the Minnesota Conservation Explorer. Valid for 1 year.
WATER AND WETLANDS PERMITS (Trail projects only)
Minnesota has adopted a "no‐net‐loss" wetlands policy. Each state agency must ensure that its activities, including state sponsored, financed, or assisted projects, do not contribute to the loss or diminishment of the many important values of wetlands. Unavoidable impacts must be minimized, and compensatory mitigation must be provided for all values that have been lost or diminished. Development or alteration of shoreline adjacent to rivers, streams, lakes, and other public water bodies and wetlands may require written permits. Evidence of compliance with water and wetland regulations must be submitted including a determination whether a permit is required for your project. 
Projects involving work within waters and wetlands may require a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). Grantees will be required to determine whether a water permit is required by visiting the USACE Regulatory Request System (RRS) and the MNDNR Permitting and Reporting System (MPARS).
MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL RULES COMPLIANCE LETTER (EQB REVIEW). (Trail projects only)
Projects need to be evaluated for applicability of environmental review under Minnesota Rules, Chapter 4410.  Mandatory EAW categories are described at Minnesota Rules, 4410.4300.  Exemptions from environmental review are described at Minnesota Rules, 4410.4600.  In addition, an EAW is warranted when a project is not exempt under part 4410.4600, and when a governmental unit with approval authority over the proposed project determines that, because of the nature or location of a proposed project, the project may have the potential for significant environmental effects, either in response to a petition or otherwise (MN Rules 4410.1000, Sub. 3A). 
ADDITONAL REQUIREMENTS
Please see below, the additional federal and state documentation needing to be submitted to receive funding.
LAND APPROVAL CERTIFICATION (Trail projects only)
A Certification Form must be signed by all administrators of public land crossed or utilized by the trail project providing approval of the trail proposal and agreeing to provide assistance to seek formal authorization. If a leased, permit or easement is required, it must be for a minimum of 25 years. 
PRE-AWARD RISK ASSESSMENT & FINANCIAL REVIEW (All grant projects)
If your project is selected, the grantee will need to be evaluated for applicability of pre-award risk assessment under Minn. Stat. §16B.981. Fill out the assessment questionnaire on the Trail Grants Project Administration Page.
Per Mn Grants Statute 16B.981 and the State Office of Grants Management, grants over $50,000 or more, are required to submit financial documentation as a part of application as applicable; Capacity Responses, Certification that the entity is not suspended or debarred by the State of Minnesota or the federal government, Evidence of Good Standing, Nonprofit grantee as applicable, and Certification that no current principals have been convicted of a felony financial crime in the last ten years.  In addition, additional documentation may be requested after selection, this may include recent financial statements and audit documents.
BUY AMERICA REQUIREMENTS (All grant projects)
All projects must abide by the Buy America provision requirement grants through FHWA policy.
Equipment projects under $500,000 fall under the small grants waiver. See Q&As for the Waiver of Buy America Requirements for De Minimis Costs and Small Grants for more information.
THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (DOT) DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE (DBE) (Not all aspects need to be complete before grant agreement.) (All grant projects)
Per Federal Regulations your grant is subject to DBE special provisions as defined in Title 49 C.F.R. Part 26, which seek to create a level playing field on which DBEs can compete fairly for DOT-assisted contracts financed, in whole or in part, with federal funds. Grantees must follow the DOT DBE procurement process outlined on the Trail Website, under FRTP DBE Guidance. Additional guidance for completing this is provided at: DBE Laws, Policy, and Guidance | US Department of Transportation. 
☐  DBE Neutral Goal (Equipment or some trail projects); or
☐  DBE Percentage Goal: _______; and

☐  Special Provisions Form submitted within 5 days of bid close and winner selected (sealed bids only); or
☐  For equipment projects falling under $175,000 not requiring sealed bids, 1. the list of quotes, 2. selected vendor, and 3. date vendor was selected submitted to Grants Coordinator within 5 days of vendor selection.
Address 1, Address 2, City, State, Zipcode
June 2026

image2.png
m DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES




