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Conservation Partners Legacy (CPL) Grant Cycle Comparison Chart 

 Statewide (Traditional) Metro New Applicant 
Expedited Conservation 

Projects (ECP) 

Grant Amounts $5,000-$500,000 $5,000-$500,000 $5,000-$500,000 $5,000-$50,000 

Eligible Activities Restoration, Enhancement, or 
Acquisition 

Restoration, Enhancement, or 
Acquisition 

Restoration, Enhancement, or 
Acquisition. 

Applicant must not have 
received any previous CPL or 
OHF funds 

Restoration or Enhancement 
only. 

Projects must be on the ECP 
Activity List. 

Eligible Lands Public lands or waters. 

Private lands protected by a 
permanent conservation 
easement. 

Public lands or waters. 

Private lands protected by a 
permanent conservation 
easement. 

Public lands or waters. 

Private lands protected by a 
permanent conservation 
easement. 

Public lands or waters only. 

Funding Rounds 1 or 2 depending on available 
funding. 

1 or 2 depending on available 
funding. 

1 round total. Up to 5 depending on available 
funding. 

Review Process Internal and external 
reviewers. 

6-month review process. 

Internal and external 
reviewers. 

6-month review process. 

Internal and external 
reviewers. 

6-month review process. 

Internal reviewers. 

2-month review process. 

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/assistance/grants/habitat/cpl/ecp-project-list.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/assistance/grants/habitat/cpl/ecp-project-list.pdf
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Project Location Any eligible lands and waters 
in Minnesota. 

Eligible lands and waters 
within the 7-county metro area 
(Anoka, Carver, Dakota, 
Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, 
Washington) or within the city 
limits of Duluth, St. Cloud, or 
Rochester. 

Any eligible lands and waters 
in Minnesota. 

Any eligible lands and waters 
in Minnesota. 
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