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HOW TO PLANT
A BAREROOT
SEEDLING

CONIFEROUS
SEEDLING

DECIDUOUS
SEEDLING

1 Keep roots moist
at all times, but
not saturated. Dry
roots die.

2 Diga hole twice
as wide as and
slightly deeper than
root length.

3 If hole cannot be
dug deep enough
to fit entire root
system, trim roots
with scissors to same
length as seedling’s
above ground height
or 8 inches, whichever
is longer.

CUT ONLY IF NECESSARY.

STEPS4-9 —»

Contact Gopher State One Call at 800-252-1166 or
gopherstateonecall.org before digging.



4 Place roots
in hole so top
of first root is
slightly below
surface level.

5 Distribute roots
evenly, making
sure roots are
straight and not
doubled over or
“J” rooted.

. DON’T CREATE
6 Béckﬁll hole to A <" ROOT.
slightly above top
of first root.

7 Remove air pockets from soil by
pushing down firmly with hands
or feet.

8 Water entire area until water
stops soaking in.

9 When feasible, place mulch
around seedling, keeping mulch
away from trunk.

DON’T CREATE A
MULCH VOLCANO.
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