
Ortonville Area Fisheries Newsletter January 2023 

Big Stone’s Changing Fish Population 
By: Chris Domeier 

When I moved here in February 

of 1991, Big Stone was a good perch 

and Walleye lake. It was primarily a 

“local” favorite and wasn’t known as 

a statewide destination. But things 

were about to change, drastically. 

A record high Walleye catch 

occurred in our 1991 sampling. 

Within a couple of years, a very 

good Walleye population became 

one that was “world class”.  The 

lake was quickly discovered and 

anglers came from far and wide.  

For the next 20 years Walleye 

fishing was very good. But then, the 

Walleye population gradually 

declined, and so did the number of 

Walleye anglers. 

So, what happened? 

Walleyes don't do well in the 

light.  They prefer water that is hard 

to see in, also known as turbid 

water, or deep water where light 

doesn’t penetrate well. Turbid 

water is usually caused by algae 

blooms, suspended sediment, or a 

combination of both factors.  From 

the 1990s well into the 2000s, Big 

Stone Lake was pretty turbid. It 

provided good habitat for Walleyes 

and they flourished. 

But nature is continually 

changing. During the past 10-20 

years Big Stone's water quality 

improved and the lake has become 

clearer. Some of the credit goes to 

the Citizens for Big 

Stone Lake, 

shoreline property 

owners and farmers 

whose efforts have 

reduced the amount 

of nutrients 

entering the lake 

from runoff 

throughout the 

watershed. 

However, other 

factors have 

contributed as well, 

especially the 

increased amount 

of rooted plants in 

the lake. Rooted 

plants use nutrients 

that may otherwise 

cause algae blooms. 

Dense growths of 

rooted plants reduce 

wave action, and therefore the 

amount of sediment that is stirred 

up during strong winds. 

As rooted plants became more 

abundant, the lake’s water clarity 

improved. Fish that do well in 

A dandy Big Stone Lake bass, photo courtesy of Tony 

Sindt. 



clearer water with large amounts of 

rooted plants became much more 

abundant. These species include 

Bluegills, crappies, Largemouth Bass 

and Yellow Perch. Bass, Bluegills and 

perch have done so well that 

anglers now flock to the lake fish all 

three species. However, as the 

quality of habitat for Walleyes has 

decreased, so has the number of 

Walleyes.  

 Sometimes it’s hard to believe 

that lake’s fish population can 

change so drastically due to habitat 

changes, but think “outside of the 

lake” and consider these questions.  

Why are pheasants found on the 

prairie and ruffed grouse in the 

forest?  They are relatively similar 

birds, so shouldn’t they both thrive 

in each other’s preferred habitat? 

It’s easy to see habitat changes on 

the land, but what might look like 

small changes in the lake can be 

much more impactful than what the 

eye may see.  Habitat matters, a lot! 

 So what does the future hold 

for fishing on Big Stone Lake? Well, 

history dictates that fishing will be 

good, for something! 

New Area Conservation Officers 
By:Danielle Hage 

 I’m Mason Bulthuis, the 

Conservation Officer newly assigned 

to the Madison Station. I’ll be 

covering the Montevideo Station 

until another Conservation Officer is 

assigned to the Montevideo area. I 

grew up in Anoka, MN. My life has 

always been centered around the 

outdoors and Minnesota’s great 

natural resources. I’ve fished since 

the time I could cast a line, and have 

been an avid hunter since I was old 

enough to take firearm safety. I’ve 

recently begun trapping and am 

excited to learn more about the 

sport. Prior to becoming a 

Conservation Officer, I worked with 

the Anoka County Parks Department 

in a variety of positions including 

Park Ranger, and Park Services 

Coordinator. I’m excited to serve 

the Madison and Montevideo 

communities.  

 Hi, my name is Dallas Cornell. I 
was born and raised in rural Canby, 
MN. I graduated high school in 2009 
from Canby High School. I then went 
on to college at Bemidji State 
University for one year before 
transferring to Alexandria Technical 
and Community College. I spent two 
years in Alexandria and received a 
degree in Law Enforcement in the 
spring of 2012. July of 2012 I began 
my career in law enforcement as a 

Deputy Sheriff with the Lincoln 
County Sheriff’s Office. I was a full 
time Deputy for approximately 
seven years. I also spent three years 
working for the Lincoln County 
Environmental Office as a 
Environmental Technician. During 
my free time I enjoy spending time 
with family and fishing. I was hired 
as a Minnesota State Conservation 
Officer in May of 2022 and attended a 
16 week academy at Camp Ripley. 
After the academy I was stationed 
across the State of Minnesota for field 
training for 16 weeks. As of January 
4th, 2023 I have been working in the 
Ortonville Station and have been 

covering the Benson Station. I am 
really enjoying the job as a State 
Conservation Officer, as this has 
always been my dream job. I look 
forward to meeting the locals and 
learning more about the job as I 
further my career as a State 
Conservation Officer.  



Recent Discovery In Walleye Genetics  

Benefits Area Lakes 
By: BJ Bauer 

Mississippi Strain (LMS).  

Promoting the strain 

 So DNR biologists pondered the 

obvious question, “If LMS Walleyes 

can thrive in Sarah Lake, can they do 

just as well in other southern 

lakes?” To determine the answer, 

Fisheries staff began harvesting and 

hatching eggs from Sarah’s Walleyes 

in 2015. Fry have been produced 

annually since then and stocked into 

many southern lakes (except during 

the pandemic in 2020). 

 We stocked the first LMS fry in 

the Ortonville Area into Hendricks 

Lake in 2018. Since then, we’ve also 

stocked them into Artichoke, Oliver 

and Lac qui Parle Lakes. The initial 

results suggest that the fry have 

done well as we’ve caught high 

numbers of older Walleyes that 

correlate to the stockings. However, 

it’s important to note that natural 

reproduction can occur in some of 

these lakes also. This can eventually 

be sorted out because once the fish 

reach maturity and reproduce, our 

geneticist can determine if the 

young-of-year fish are indeed from 

the LMS strain. 

 We expect some natural 

reproduction by the LMS Walleyes 

this year in Hendricks Lake, and 

possibly Artichoke Lake. We will 

collect young-of-year Walleyes this 

year during sampling and submit a 

small portion of fin from each fish 

for genetic evaluation. Our 

geneticist will work his “magic” on 

the samples to determine what 

strain the Walleyes are.   

What does the future hold? 

 Our stocking results and other 

DNR research have shown that LMS 

strain fry survive better in southern 

lakes than the northern fry, as was 

expected. However, the jury 

remains out regarding how well the 

adults will reproduce. If the LMS 

strain does well in more lakes than 

just Sarah, we will continue to hatch 

and stock them. Ultimately, the goal 

is to have self-sustaining and 

abundant Walleye populations in 

many additional lakes. This would 

provide better fishing at a lower 

overall cost. A win-win for the fish, 

and more importantly, the anglers!  

 Adding millions of newly 

hatched, mosquito-sized Walleye fry 

into area lakes has provided good 

fishing for many years. However, 

stocking fry isn’t always a sure thing, 

and sometimes it doesn’t work for 

reasons not completely understood.   

Maybe it's in the genes? 

 Walleye fry stocked into 

southern Minnesota lakes have 

primarily come from eggs taken up 

north. These “genetic strains” of 

Walleyes have survived well in 

southern lakes, but haven’t 

necessarily reproduced well. 

 Then, something interesting 

happened in Sarah Lake near 

Marshall.  The Walleyes had 

managed to develop a self-

sustaining population that was 

doing extremely well without any 

additional stocking. This was a big 

deal, considering that most shallow 

prairie lakes require routine 

stockings to keep their Walleye 

numbers high. 

 What was different about the 

Sarah Lake Walleyes? DNR Fisheries 

has a geneticist on staff and he 

began to study the fish. He 

determined that the Walleyes were 

a unique strain native to southern 

Minnesota, likely originating from 

the Cannon River Watershed near 

Waterville. This naturally 

reproducing, high-performing 

southern Minnesota Walleye strain, 

has been named the Lower 
Newly hatched Walleye fry about 1/4 inch 



2022 Pond Production 
By: Kyle Anderson 

DNR Fisheries staff harvested 

9,189 pounds of Walleyes from local 

rearing ponds during 2022.  

Walleyes were from three 

categories: fingerlings (one summer 

old and 4-9 inches), yearlings (two 

summers old and 9-14 inches, and 

adults (three summers or more old 

and 14-28 inches). The total number 

of Walleyes harvested was 79,087. 

1,900 pounds of Walleyes were 

stocked into local fisheries. These 

included the Clinton, Marietta and 

Sylvan Kids Fishing Ponds, and John, 

Porter, and Long Tom Lakes. These 

fisheries are stocked annually with 

catchable sized fish and are 

promoted as “put-and-take” 

fisheries. 

Fry stocking works very well in 

our area lakes to maintain the 

Walleye populations. Therefore, 

most of the fingerlings raised in our 

rearing ponds are transferred to 

other areas. This year we 

transferred 7,300 pounds of 

Walleyes to nine other areas. Most 

of those fish were fingerlings. 

Three genetic strains of 

Walleyes are grown in our ponds. 

They are the Mississippi Strain from 

the Brainerd area, the Red River 

strain from the Fergus Falls/Detroit 

Lakes area, and the Spicer strain 

from the Paynesville area. Many 

Walleye stockings are conducted by 

strain based on major watershed 

boundaries, which helps to ensure 

the genetic integrity of distinct 

Walleye populations throughout 

much of the state. 

Ortonville Area 2022 Walleye Harvest

Fish size 

Pounds 
stocked 
locally 

Number 
stocked 
locally 

Pounds 
transferred 

Number 
transferred 

Fingerlings 137 1,739 6,092 72,855 

Yearlings 702 1,560 1,072 2,065 

Adults 1,050 731 136 146 

Totals 1,889 4,030 7,300 75,066 



Clinton Kids Fishing Pond 
By: Kyle Anderson 

 The City of Clinton and the DNR 

improved access to the Clinton Kids 

Fishing Pond last summer. 

Improvements included “beefing-up” 

the road into the pond with recycled 

asphalt, building an access ramp for 

launching small boats, moving the 

pier to a deeper location for better 

fishing, and constructing a graveled 

path to the fishing pier. 

 Walleyes are routinely stocked 

into the pond, and other species at  

times when available.  

 Over 900 adult Walleyes have 

been stocked in recent years, and 

some weighed up to nine pounds! 

Other species present include 

catchable sized Black Crappies, 

Northern Pike and Yellow Perch. 

Clinton Kids Pond is a great place to 

introduce a child to fishing! 

 If you have any questions 

regarding the pond, please contact 

Kyle Anderson from the Ortonville 

Area DNR Office (320-839-2656). 

 
Fish Stocked Recently 

  
Year 

  
Species 

  
Number 

Average 
weight (lbs.) 

2022 Walleye 126 1.3 

2021 Walleye 104 1.3 

2020 Walleye 190 0.9 

2019 Walleye 276 0.6 

2019 Northern Pike 100 2.0 

2018 Walleye 128 0.9 

Fishing pier with improved 

path. 
Boat access ramp. 
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