
Grindstone River Dam

Hinckley Community Room
December 20, 2018



Tonight’s Agenda
Updating the local community

6:00 – 6:10 Welcome, tonight’s purpose, agenda, facilitator
6:10 – 6:30 Presentation: How did we get here and what now?

6:30 – 8:00 Open house: Conversations with staff, committee sign-up
8:00 Closing – thank you and how to obtain updates



The dam’s function
The dam was constructed 

by the Department in 1931

The reservoir provides a water 
source for fish rearing ponds

Rearing ponds



“General use“ 
Aquatic 
management 
Areas (AMAs)

Managed by DNR Fisheries 
to provide non-boat access 

to water resources.

Allowable public uses - ‘light, 
non-motorized’ include:
• Hunting
• Fishing
• Trapping
• Hiking
• Wildlife observation

N

Dam



Structural issues and safety concerns
Repairs of varying magnitude have been 
made over the years, 2 failures (1944, 1954)

Recent inspections have given the dam a 
‘poor’ rating (instability, inability to pass flood)

Two documented fatalities have occurred 
immediately below the dam

Department must 
address dam, 

funding secured



What has happened between Public 
Meeting #1 and today?

September 2017, Hinckley Community Center

Informational presentations (background, alternatives)

Q & A, small group discussions
[All materials and summaries available on Hinckley Fisheries website]

React to City and public concerns, desires and questions raised
Work to explore alternatives:

Information gathering
Hydraulic modeling
Local conversations

Info Department 
leadership

Decision re: 
course of 

action



Department decision: 
move forward with dam removal

The alternatives were compared across 6 categories 

From a fiscal, environmental, feasibility and 
public safety standpoint, moving forward with 
removal of the dam is the most responsible 

option for the Department.

1941 1944



Now what?

Intensive permit process to navigate

Timeline ‘known’ = expiration of some funds June 2020



Open House
Conversations with Department Staff

Wide variety of staff present

Stations representing 
evaluation criteria

Opportunities to stay actively 
involved

Committees – historical preservation, 
recreation, volunteer habitat work



Thank You!

Hinckley Area Fisheries 
website

Summary of public meetings

Project status updates

Office phone: 320-384-7721

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/areas/fisheries/hinckley/rivers/grindstone.html
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