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LINCOLN COUNTY
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE

221 North Wallace Avenue = P.O. Box 66 ¢ Ivanhoe, MN 56142
Phone: (507) 694-1344 Fax: (507) 694-1341
www.co.lincoln.mn.us —

May 22, 2013
Dear Governor Dayton,

As the Chair of the Statewide Aquatic Invasive Species Advisory Committee, I am writing in support of
HF 1183 with the Protect Aquatic Habitat from Aquatic Invasive Species.

At the March 28th, 2013 meeting of the Statewide Aquatic Invasive Species Advisory Committee,

representing an array of stakeholders, business interests and academic disciplines, we affirmed that
Minnesota can and must stop the spread of AIS and that this work demands ongoing and dedicated
funding at sufficient levels to meet the challenge.

On March 29th we sent a letter to key committee members in support of the dedicated funding schemes
put forth, including the AIS surcharge increase your office proposed as well as the idea to require boaters
to purchase a yearly AIS boat decal. This measure would have applied to non-residents and also required
that AIS education be presented at the time of purchase.

As you know, both of these measures died in committee. The one time funding supplied by LCCMR two
years ago also expires soon. Without the money in the Clean Water Land and Legacy bill, (HL.F. 1183)
efforts to control and manage AIS will die just as they are getting off the ground. Not only is use of the
Legacy Fund appropriate for AIS work, it is desperately needed.

In the letter that we sent in March, we wrote in part, "In order to meet this (AIS) challenge, Mimnesota
must provide a framework and dedicated funding to counties, LGUs and local organizations so they can
expand containment efforts at known infested waters and improve shielding of non-infested waters
against current and future AIS threats.”

We still hold this position, and believe very strongly that the grant funding in HF 1183 for AIS efforts is
critical to success of the State's AIS strategy. The program that is emerging from the DNR, based on
Delegation Agreements with local entities, demands an increase in funding to the citizens on the ground
who are volunteering thousands of hours and contributing millions out of pocket for this work. Success
demands some state investment in their commitment.

We urge you to sign HF 1183 with the Aquatic Invasive Species funding. It is the right thing to do for the
Land of Ten Thousand Lakes.
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bert E. Olsen
Lincoln County Environmental Administrator/Chairman AIS Committee
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