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Comments on Dock-Related Issues in Minnesota 
August 30, 2007 

Wayzata, MN 
 
22 people signed in; 4 comment forms received; 2 letters received 
 
1) What do you value about spending time on lakes and rivers?  How do docks enhance or detract 

from these values?  
 

- View, space, tranquility  
- Sitting in the sun, watching kids/grandkids; relaxation; swim and ski, getting to our boat; boat 

access.  Dock is essential as our property lacks beach. 
- Time away from city – Boating – occasional fishing. Have a lake lot on Big Sandy- dock gives 

me access to lake with boat, canoe, kayak. Detract – neighbor encroaches on my property – 
frustration, etc. 

 
2) If you own or use a dock, what do you use it for? 

 
- Access and storage for my boat, swimming   
- Sitting in the sun, watching kids/grandkids; relaxation; swim and ski, getting to our boat; boat 

access.  Dock is essential as our property lacks beach. 
- Assess to lake, boat lift, fishing, etc.  
- Swimming, sunning, viewing 
 

3) In your opinion, how large of a dock is needed for reasonable access to public waters?  In what 
circumstances are large dock platforms reasonable for riparian access? 

 
- 10’ is reasonable 
- 8’ for dock width is fine but think 200’ area for plat form is more realistic, given the dimensions 

docks are sold in – esp.. 4’x10’ and 5’x10’ typically. 
- 4’ wide @ 30- 40 feet – depends on depth of water. I don’t see necessity for any “platform” 

wider than 4 feet. 
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4)  Docks contribute to shoreline crowding in your area.    1 1  2 

5)  The privatization of public waters concerns you.  1     1 2 
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6)  Docks that exceed 8’ wide should require a license and fee.      2   2 

7) The amount of shoreline frontage covered by a dock should 
be limited.      1  3 

8) Dock numbers should be limited to 1 per lot.     1  3 

9) Your community has adequate enforcement of local dock 
regulations.  3  1    

 
 
10) Other thoughts or comments regarding docks in Minnesota. 
 

- See attached letter. Also, attending the meeting is Wayzata on 8/30/07; I am very concerned 
about the amount of dock industry giving input.  I believe that there is a huge conflict of interest 
there. I do not think there should be great weight in their opinions however; I do respect their 
opinions. 

- Think you need to be more realistic about platform size, especially for sites that lack beach or 
flat access to lake. Am not in favor of huge platforms and do recognize there should be limits. 
Would be in favor of a fee for oversized docks.  Think grandfathering existing docks should be 
considered (within reason). 

- Turn in a suggested ordinance with respect to how close to projected lot line “in-water 
structures” can be.  Suggested 6’ setback. I have a problem about dock and boatlift placement 
with my neighbor. Setback speaks to “occupation of public waters”. 

 
 

We anticipate holding one or two meetings in St. Cloud this fall.  The Meetings will be comprised 
of small-groups of stakeholders.  The intent is to develop recommendations that address issues and 
concerns related to docks.  Who would your recommend participate in these smaller group 
discussions, and why?  How we contact them? 
 

- M.K. Lakefront Owner (Prior Lake, MN) 
 - Concerned landowners should be included. I would be willing to participate – depends on time 

(W.N., Rogers, MN). Dock sales/manufacture folks, DNR, wildlife biologists, folks who have 
local/county regulations. 

 
 
 










