For more information, contact:
Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4040
(651) 296-6157 (Metro Area)
1-888-MINNDNR (646-6367) (MN Toll Free)
www.dnr.state.mn.us
©2003, State of Minnesota, Department of Natural Resources
Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit from programs of the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources is available to all individuals regardless
of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, status with
regard to public assistance, age, sexual orientation, membership or activity
in a local commission, or disability. Discrimination inquiries should be sent
to MN-DNR, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4031; or the Equal
Opportunity Office, Department of the Interior, Washington, DC 20240.
This document is available in alternative formats to individuals with
disabilities by calling (651) 296-6157 (Metro Area) or 1-888-MINNDNR (MN
Toll Free) or Telecommunication Device for the Deaf/TTY: (651) 296-5484
(Metro Area) or 1-800-657-3929 (Toll Free TTY).
Printed on recycled paper containing a minimum of 10% post-consumer
waste and soy-based ink.

www.mdha.com

www.ohec.org

Mentoring the
Young Hunter
HUNTER
EDUCATION
YOUTH
FIREARMS
SAFETY

Is hunting
a safe
activity for
young people?
Hunting can be an

extremely safe activity for
young and old alike, but
safety is not a matter of
luck. To be safe while
hunting one must know
how to hunt safely, and
practice safe hunting
techniques.

Safe hunting practices are learned
behaviors. These practices, as well as
safe hunting principles, need to
be constantly promoted with new
and inexperienced hunters.
It is the responsibility of a young
hunter’s parent or mentor to ensure
that the practices taught in youth
firearms safety and hunter education
classes are continually reinforced in young hunters.
The purpose of this brochure is to assist you in
that process and to give you some ideas for
keeping both yourself and your novice hunter
safe and accident-free.

How’s your
hunter
education
and firearms
safety
knowledge?
In order to instill
safety-consciousness in a
young hunter, you need to be
sure that you are modelling safe
hunting practices.
If you have never taken a
firearms safety or hunter
education course, enroll in one
right away, or better yet,
take the course with your
young hunter.
Even if you have taken a
course at some time, make it a
point to sit down with your
young hunter and review the
materials that they received in
their youth firearms safety
training. The review is good
for them and will give you a
better perspective
on what today’s
young hunters
are being
taught.

A key role for a parent or a
mentor of a young hunter
is to insure that the young hunter
has a firearm that functions
properly, fits the shooter, and is a
model that can be safely operated
by an inexperienced shooter.
Some individuals maintain a
romantic notion that a young
hunter should be outfitted with
any available hand-me-down rifle
or shotgun and sent afield to
“learn the ropes.”
This is an irresponsible and
potentially tragic idea.

Firearm
incidents
involving
young hunters
always seem
to have one
or both of these
things in
common:
Through neglect or lack of
knowledge, the young hunter failed
to follow one of the basic rules of
firearm safety.
The young hunter was using a
firearm that:
was not properly working
did not fit them correctly
was not appropriate for their
experience level
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Forging our future by mentoring a young hunter today
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Select appropriate firearms and foster a sense of responsibility

