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Northern Minnesota has abundant public land for sharptail hunting. About 20 large
state managed wildlife areas totaling more than 200,000 ha contain sharptail habitat.
Extensive private lands are also available for sharptail hunting and viewing.

Concern for the sharptail's future in Minnesota prempted the formation of the
Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Society (MSGS) in 1985. Comprised of more than 400
hunters, non-hunters, and farmer cooperators, MSGS works through the legislative and
educational processes to "re-establish and maintain the sharptail as a significant upland game
bird in Minnesota." MSGS accomplishments include lobbying for funds to be dedicated to
public and private lands sharptail management, education of the public and resource
professionals regarding the habitat needs of sharp-tailed grouse, and publishing a brochure on
managing sharptails on private lands (Davis 1987).

MANAGEMENT AND RESEARCH NEEDS

Sharptail management in Minnesota is based on results of extensive research done in
the 1960's and 1970's, establishment of dancing ground criteria, and annual population
surveys. With the exception of possible work on winter sharptail ecology, no additional
research is contemplated. The Forestry-Wildlife Habitat Management Guidelines for
Sharp-tailed Grouse (Berg 1981b) describes sharptail habitat needs, and the Minnesota
Sharp-tailed Grouse Management Plan (MDNR 1990) establishes sharptail population and
habitat management goals.

The primary management needs are to maintain thé open character of lands currently
supporting sharptails, and to rejuvenate decadent habitat having a recent sharptail history. A
prerequisite for this management is close cooperation between wildlife managers and foresters.
Habitat management techniques include extensive prescribed burning, mechanical treatment
(shearing, hydroaxe, roller chopping, hand cutting), and limited herbicide application. Timber
management is most often by clearcutting which provides temporary sharptail habitat.
Cooperative efforts continue to identify open landscapes that contain sharptails, and restrict
tree planting in these areas. Experimental management techniques include mowing and
hand-cutting of encroaching brush near dancing grounds, and the construction of new dancing
ground sites. Sharptails were reintroduced to Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge in central
Minnesota in winter 1988-89 with little success (J. Toepfer, unpub. data); additional
reintroductions are not anticipated.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The future of the sharp-tailed grouse as an upland game bird in Minnesota is less than
certain. Unless (1) the management recommendations contained in the Forestry- Wildlife
Habitat Management Guidelines for Sharp-tailed Grouse (Berg 1981b) are implemented, (2)
the Division of Forestry and Division of Fish and Wildlife of the Department of Natural
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Resources cooperatively work to manage the open grass-brushland ecosystem, and (3) funding
for management is increased, the sharptail will cease to remain a hunted species in Minnesota.

Implementation of the Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Management Plan (MDNR 1990)
is hampered by lack of funding. A similar problem exists for the draft plan to manage
brushlands in Minnesota (Berg et al. 1987), which defines the extent of brushland management
needed annually. Maintaining the existing public land base in Minnesota and managing private
lands are prerequisites for maintaining sharptail numbers. The economic benefits derived
from sharptail hunting and viewing need to be determined and publicized.

The Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Society must play a key role in influencing
legislation and funding for sharptail management, and in educating the public and agricultural
clienteles of the sharptail's economic, aesthetic, and recreational attributes. Because the future
of the sharptail is uncertain in all of its range in the western Great Lakes States (Berg 1990),
in autumn 1989 the Lake States Sharp-tailed Grouse Management Task Force was formed
under the auspices of the Prairie Grouse Technical Council. It is charged with developing
sharptail management guidelines for state, federal, and private lands in Michigan, Wisconsin,
and Minnesota.

To quote from the Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Management Plan (MDNR 1990):
"The sharptail is not an artifact species of one point in time in Minnesota to be managed in
remnant isolated populations; rather, it is an indigenous species which plays an important role
in Minnesota's wildlife heritage."
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