DEER PERMIT AREA 279 HUNTING INFORMATION

2025 Deer Hunting Information
Designation: One-deer limit: either sex

Firearm Options: Shotgun using slugs,
muzzleloaders and handguns legal for big game
Special Regulations: N/A

Seasons:

Archery: Sept. 13 - Dec. 31
Youth: Oct. 16-19

Early Antlerless: N/A
Statewide Firearms: Nov. 8 - 16
Late SE Firearms: N/A
Muzzleloader: Nov. 29 - Dec. 14
Late CWD: N/A

Land Cover Types % Tot.
Woody Cover 1
Grassland and Wetlands 30
Annual Row Crops 62
Open Water 1
Developed 5
Total Land Area in 2024 (Non-water)
344 Sq. Mi.

Lands Open to Public Access Hunting
Publically Owned Lands Sqg. Mi.
State Wildlife Management Area 10
State Forest 0
Misc. State Land 1
County Managed Land 0
USFWS Land (WPA and NWR) 3
USFS Land (National Forest) 0
Privately Owned Lands
Forest Legacy/Forests for Future 0
Walk-In Access 2
Total for Public Hunting 16

Harvest, Designation and Winter Severity Index (WSlI)
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Wildlife Manager Report

Deer Permit Area (DPA) 279 includes much of southwest Lac qui Parle and western
Yellow Medicine Counties. Agriculture dominates the landscape, with many small
rivers, streams and tributaries snaking throughout this DPA. Associated with these
waterways is a fair amount of grass, shrub and wood lands. This mix of habitat and
ag land provides for fair deer numbers, but also the risk of substantial crop
depredation, particularly in summer. The herd in the DPA seems to be doing well.
While antlerless harvest decreased, buck harvest increased substantially. This is
indicative of a high population offering plenty of opportunities for hunters to
selectively harvest a buck. Given we had a second consecutive mild winter in this
area, deer numbers are likely increasing and perhaps even slightly above goal. We
will continue with the Either-Sex strategy for at least one more year and continue to
monitor trends.

DNR Wildlife Contact(s): Curt Vacek, 320-435-4040

Important Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Information
Optional CWD testing

2024 Firearm Deer Hunter Statistics

Hunters per Sq. Mi. Land: 3

Hunter Success: 26%

2024 Deer Harvest
Adult Fawn Adult Fawn Total
Male Male Female Female
Firearms 207 9 71 8 295
Archery 30 0 6 0 36
Muzzleloader 18 1 19 1 39
Total Harvest 255 10 96 9 370

2025 Designations

Designation*

[ ] One-deer limit: bucks only

l:l One-deer limit:
antlerless permit lottery

I One-deer limit; either sex
[ Two-deer limit

[ ] Three-deer limit

I Five-deer limit

* see page 74 in the hunting
regulations for details
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