Horse Pass Program Update, Spring 2011

The horse pass program began in 2007, and has generated over $473,000 during the first four years.  Working with the DNR Equestrian Advisory Group, we have completed over 20 projects at 18 state parks and state forests, statewide.   Horse Pass Projects have included:

· Horse Camp Improvements, including the addition of electric service to campsites

· Horse Trail Rehabilitation and Maintenance

· New Vault Toilets, Wells and Pumps, and Tie-lines

· Expanded and improved equestrian day-use parking areas 
· New Information Kiosks and “You are Here” Orientation Signs at State Forests

· New Horse Trails

In January and February, 2011, the DNR Equestrian Advisory Group met with DNR staff to discuss potential horse pass projects to be implemented in 2011.  Twelve new projects will be initiated in 2011, including new vault toilets at Maplewood State Park Horse Camp and along the horse trails in Afton State Park (both of these projects leverage Federal Recreation Trail Program – FRTP matching funds); rerouting trails at Maplewood State Park that were closed last year due to high water;  Trail rehabilitation at St. Croix State Forest (matching funds from FRTP and legacy funds);  Well improvements at Pillsbury State Forest Horse Camp; trail maintenance at George Washington State Forest; fencing and interpretive signing on the Minnesota Valley State Trail;  trail rehabilitation at the Zumbro Bottoms Unit of the Dorer State Forest and along the Luce Line State Trail; Camping area rehabilitation at the Wetbark and Reno Units of the Dorer State Forest, horse trail development at Split Rock Creek State Park, and trail maintenance at Upper Sioux Agency State Park.

We are also submitting 2011-2012 FRTP proposals for well improvement projects at both Zumbro Bottoms and St. Croix State Forest, as well as equestrian parking area expansion at Lake Maria State Park.  If approved during 2011, these projects would be implemented in 2012.      

As you can see, the funds generated from the sale of the Minnesota Horse Pass are really making improvements to equestrian trails and facilities at many State Parks, State Forests, and State Trails!  Thank you for your support  and for buying your horse pass in 2011!
