
Lake Carlos

Lake Bemidji

Upper Sioux Agency

Mille Lacs Kathio

Split Rock Lighthouse

Savanna Portage

Glendalough

William O’Brien

Father Hennepin

 AftonFort Snelling

 Jay Cooke

Gooseberry Falls

Camden

Lake Shetek

(Final Regional Challenge Cache)

(Final 72 Park Challenge Cache)

(Final Regional Challenge Cache)

(Final Regional Challenge Cache)

Myre-Big Island

(Final Regional Challenge Cache)

St. Croix Islands Rec Area/Boom Site

Kilen Woods

Sakatah Lake

Rice Lake

 Lake Louise  Forestville/Mystery Cave

Carley

Great River Bluffs

 John A. Latsch

Minneopa

Flandrau

Fort Ridgely

Blue Mounds

 Whitewater

Beaver Creek Valley

Split Rock Creek

Frontenac

Nerstrand Big Woods

 Moose Lake

Crow Wing

 Wild River
Big Stone Lake Glacial Lakes

Minnesota Valley
 Recreation Area

Charles A. Lindbergh

Sibley

Lac qui Parle

Interstate

St. Croix

Monson Lake

         Schoolcraft

Hill Annex Mine

Cuyuna Country
Recreation Area

Banning

Lake Maria

Maplewood

Buffalo River

Itasca

 Grand Portage

George H. Crosby Manitou

 Tettegouche

Temperance River

Cascade River

 Judge C. R. Magney

Hayes Lake

 Franz Jevne

McCarthy Beach

Bear Head Lake

Big Bog Recreation Area

Red River Recreation Area
Scenic

Old Mill

Soudan Underground Mine

 Zippel Bay

Garden Island
Recreation Area

Lake Bronson

Regional Challenge Areas:

GPS Demonstration Parks

North Central West

North East

Southern

Metro

Minnesota State Parks
Geocaching History Challenge

The Minnesota State Park Geocaching History Challenge 
took place in 2008 to celebrate Minnesota’s Sesquicentennial. 
Geocaches were placed at all 72 State Parks and Recreation 
areas. Within each cache was one of the enclosed cards 
with a historical photo and fun history facts about that 
particular park. 

Even though the Geocaching History Challenge is over, 
the fun can live on with this fascinating collection of 
history tidbits. 

About the Challenge:
The goal of the challenge was to collect a card from 
each State Park. People could earn a silver medallion if 
they located all of the state park caches in a region. A 
total of four medallions could be earned in this special 
regional Geocaching History Challenge. Those who 
located all 72 state park caches including the final 
all-park challenge cache were rewarded with a gold 
medallion.

About Geocaching:
Geocaching is a worldwide activity developed for GPS 
(Global Positioning System) users. The game involves 
hiding treasure and publishing the
exact coordinates on the Internet to enable GPS users 
to locate the site of the treasure cache.

card collection

Geocaching History Challenge Statistics

Estimated cache finds: 16,738
72 Park Challenge Awards: 89
Regional Challenge Awards: 670

Geocaching Wildlife Safari 2009-2011:
The safari adventure begins with the search for hidden 
Critter Caches. Each of the 72 Minnesota State Parks has a Critter 
Cache waiting to be found. From multi-
caches, puzzle caches and even some more 
challenging hides -- you can find something 
different at every park.

Once you find the hidden cache, collect the 
Critter Cards. The more critters you collect, 
the more rewards you can earn. After finding 
ten critters, take your cards to any Minnesota 
state park office and receive a collectable Award Card. By collecting 
ten, twenty, forty and sixty different Critter Cards you receive 
Award Cards and the right to purchase a corresponding Award 
level collectable coin! For the true Wildlife Safari adventurer, after 
collecting all Critter Cards from all Minnesota State Parks a special 
award awaits. And never fear - you have three years to complete the 
Minnesota State Parks Geocaching Wildlife Safari.
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Savanna Portage State Park 

Quick Facts: 
-Established in 1961 
-Portage links the East Savanna and West Savanna rivers 
-15,818 acres 

History: Named for the six-mile portage through the open 
grassland, or savanna, this historic travel route provided a vital 
link between Lake Superior and the Upper Mississippi. 
Traversed by Indians, explorers and traders, the trail exists 
today for more leisurely travel. 

Photo: The Continental Divide marks the separation of 
watersheds flowing north and east, and south and west. 

Schoolcraft State Park 
Quick Facts: 
-Established in 1959 
-Named for Mississippi River explorer Henry Rowe Schoolcraft 
-225 acres 

History: This historic wayside has hosted Mississippi River 
travelers for centuries. Whether harvesting wild rice or floating a 
harvest of logs downstream, most early visitors traveled on 
through the area using the river as their highway. 

Photo: The junction of the Mississippi and Vermillion rivers was 
an attractive landing for the floating kitchens, or wanigans, that 
accompanied log drives. 
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Quick Facts: 
-Established in 1921 

Scenic State Park 

-Preserves rare stands of old-growth pine 
-3,360 acres 

History: The first state park eee crew began work here in 
June 1933, just three months after the federal work relief 
program was established. The park's name was originally 
proposed to be "Sandwick Lake." 

Photo: The refectory bui lding was one of many built by the 
eees. 
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Sibtey State Park 
Quick Facts: 
-Established in 1919 
-Named for Henry H. Sibley, Minnesota's first elected governor 
-2 ,509 acres 

History: Although established in 1919, the park languished 
until 1935 when the Veteran's Conservation Corps arrived to 
transform the site into a state park. The last structure built was 
a stone shelter on MountTom (Indian Lookout), a 150-foot high 
glacial moraine used a viewpoint for countless generations. 

Photo: Indian Lookout,1938. Minnesota Historical Society. 
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Soudan Underground Mine State Park 

Quick Facts: 
-Established in 1963 
·Registered as a National Historic Landmark 
-1 ,189 acres 

History: The Soudan Mine opened in 1882, extracting 17 
million tons of iron ore before closing in 1962. The park's major 
feature, the iron ore mine, extends 2,341 feet (or approximately 
one-half mile) underground. 

Photo: Early operations mined open pits. Mine and car in the 
pit, Tower-Soudan Mine. 1890. Minnesota Historical Society. 

Split Rock Lighthouse State Park 
Quick Facts: 
-Established in 1967 
-First cart-in campground in Minnesota State Parks 
-2,200 acres 

History: Built in 1910, Split Rock Lighthouse continues to serve 
as a North Shore beacon even though it was operationally 
decommissioned in 1969. Managed by the Minnesota Historical 
Society since 1976, the site is only one chapter of park history, 
which includes mining, logging and fishing. 

Photo: Litlle Two Harbors Bay was home to a small commercial 
fishing village until the 1920s. Minnesota Historical Society. 

Split Rock Creek State Park 

Quick Facts: 
-Established in 1937 as a recreation area 
-Split Rock Lake is the only body of usable surtace water in county 
-1 ,303 acres 

History: In 1936, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
began work on this unique archway bridge and a dam across 
Split Rock Creek. All the stone for the park's structures came 
from nearby Sioux quartzite quarries. 

Photo: WPA crew constructing the archway bridge. Minnesota 
Historical Society. 

St. Croix Islands State Recreation Area/Boom Site 

Quick Facts: 
-Recreational islands in the SI. Croix River 
-Historic log sorting site from 1856 to 1914 

History: The S1. Croix Boom Site served as the terminal point for the 
great Minnesota log drives down the S1. Croix River. Timber harvested 
upstream was branded with the logo of the logging company and floated 
down to the boom, where logs were sorted and delivered to the sawmills 
in Stillwater. This was the earliest, most important, and longest-lived of 
the major log storage areas in the state. 

Photo: The 81. Croix Boom Site, circa 1908. Minnesota Historical Society. 
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SI. Croix State Park 

Quick Facts: 
oEstablished in 1943 
-Minnesota's largest state park 
'33,895 acres 

History: With the help of the CCC, WPA and the National Park 
Service, the park was originally developed in the 19305 as one 
of 46 national Recreational Demonstration Areas. The only 
RDA in the state and one of only a few that survive today, the 
park is designated a National Historic Landmark. 

Photo: The St. Croix Lodge, pictured here, as well as group 
camps and many other facilities, were built by the eeG. 

Tettegouche State Park 
Quick Facts: 
·Established in 1979 
'Baptism River State Park incorporated into boundary 
'9,562 acres 

History: This land at Shovel Point was once owned by the 
Baptism River Club from 1886 to 1921. The land was put up for 
sale and purchased in 1945 after Judge Magney promoted the 
bill to establish the Baptism River State Park on this site. 

Photo: Cliff Club building at Baptism River State Park, circa 
1945. Minnesota Historical Society. 

t.' 
" 

Temperance River State Park 
Quick Facts: 
·Established in 1957 
oHome to Carlton Peak 
·539 acres 

History: The Temperance River cuts a spectacular gorge as it 
travels to Lake Superior, creating waterfalls and potholes in the 
ancient lava rock. The Ojibwe named the river kawimbash or 
"Deep Hollow River"; in an 1864 report, Thomas Clark named it 
the Temperance. 

Photo: The mouth of the Temperance River, where no "bar" 
exists. Minnesota Historical Society 

Upper Sioux Agency State Park 

Quick Facts: 
·Established in 1963 
·Agency site operated by the Minnesota Historical Society 
-1,281 acres 

History: The Upper Sioux Agency served as a site for the 
United States government to administer the terms of the 1851 
and 1858 treaties with the Dakota people. 

Photo: The agency's employee duplex was partially destroyed 
during the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862. The duplex was recon­
structed in 1973. Minnesota Historical Society 
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Whitewater State Park 
Quick Facts: 
-Established in 1919 
-First state park in southeastern Minnesota 
-2,745 acres 

History: In 1936, WPA workers began park development, 
including construction of highway bridges over the Whitewater 
River. These classic slone arch bridges lasted unlil the 1970s 
when they were removed after being damaged beyond repair 
by flooding. 

Photo: WPA workers building a highway bridge. Minnesota 
Historical Society 

William O'Brien State Park 
Quick Facts: 
-Established in 1947 
-Named after lumberman William O'Brien 
-1,620 acres 

History: In 1945, Alice O'Brien donated 180 acres along the 
81. Croix River, establishing the first metro-area state park. Five 
different natural communities make this a unique place to view 
birds, plants and animals. 

Photo: Sandstone outcrops continue to be exposed by today's 
8t. Croix River, reminiscent of the glacial meltwaters that 
carved the valley 10,000 years ago. 

Quick Facts: 
-Established in 1973 

Wild River State Park 

·Originally named St. Croix Wild River State Park 
-6 ,767 acres 

History: Described as the largest wooden pile dam ever built, 
Nevers Dam prevented logjams by holding back huge surges of 
white pine logs and releasing them in small batches to float to 
sawmills in Stillwater. The dam operated from 1890-1912. 

Photo: The largest of many gates to allow logs through Nevers 
Dam was the 80-foot wide Lang Gate, crossed by a trestle bridge 
near the Wisconsin side of the dam. Minnesota Historical Society. 
Photo by Sanford C. Sargent. 

Zippel Bay State Park 

Quick Facts: 
-Established in 1959 
-Named lor commerical fishery founder Wilhelm Zippel 
-2,906 acres 

History: Commercial fishing on Lake of the Woods began in 
the 1880s and lasted until the 1950s. The fish , first sturgeon 
and later walleye, were packed in ice and transported by boat 
and by rail to cities such as Detroit and New York. 

Photo: Sturgeon, valuable for both its flesh and eggs (roe) was 
the fish of choice for early Zippel settlers. 
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