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The Minnesota State Park Geocaching History Challenge
took place in 2008 to celebrate Minnesota's Sesquicentennial.
Geocaches were placed at all 72 State Parks and Recreation
areas. Within each cache was one of the enclosed cards
with a historical photo and fun history facts about that
particular park.
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About Geocaching:
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Geocaching Wildlife Safari 2009-2011:

The safari adventure begins with the search for hidden

Critter Caches. Each of the 72 Minnesota State Parks has a Critter
Cache waiting to be found. From multi-
caches, puzzle caches and even some more
challenging hides -- you can find something
different at every park.

Once you find the hidden cache, collect the
Critter Cards. The more critters you collect,
the more rewards you can earn. After finding
ten critters, take your cards to any Minnesota
state park office and receive a collectable Award Card. By collecting
ten, twenty, forty and sixty different Critter Cards you receive

Award Cards and the right to purchase a corresponding Award

level collectable coin! For the true Wildlife Safari adventurer, after
collecting all Critter Cards from all Minnesota State Parks a special
award awaits. And never fear - you have three years to complete the
Minnesota State Parks Geocaching Wildlife Safari.

Wildlife Safari

Geocaching History Challenge Statistics

Estimated cache finds: 16,738
72 Park Challenge Awards: 89
Regional Challenge Awards: 670
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Soudan Underground Mine State Park

Quick Facts:

*Established in 1963

*Registered as a National Historic Landmark
*1,189 acres

History: The Soudan Mine opened in 1882, extracting 17
million tons of iron ore before closing in 1962. The park’s major
feature, the iron ore mine, extends 2,341 feet (or approximately
one-half mile) underground.

Photo: Early operations mined open pits. Mine and car in the
pit, Tower-Soudan Mine. 1890. Minnesota Historical Society.
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Split Rock Lighthouse State Park
Quick Facts:
«Established in 1967
«First cart-in campground in Minnesota State Parks
2,200 acres

History: Built in 1910, Split Rock Lighthouse continues to serve
as a North Shore beacon even though it was operationally
decommissioned in 1969. Managed by the Minnesota Historical
Society since 1976, the site is only one chapter of park history,
which includes mining, logging and fishing.

Photo: Little Two Harbors Bay was home to a small commercial
fishing village until the 1920s. Minnesota Historical Society.
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Split Rock Creek State Park

Quick Facts:

«Established in 1937 as a recreation area

+Split Rock Lake is the only body of usable surface water in county
+1,303 acres

History: In 1936, the Works Progress Administration (WPA)
began work on this unique archway bridge and a dam across
Split Rock Creek. All the stone for the park’s structures came
from nearby Sioux quartzite quarries.

Photo: WPA crew constructing the archway bridge. Minnesota
Historical Society.

"SI = MINNESOTA STATE PARKS g j@

Soton S Your Lo or Sty

SRR | BasiBuy.com®

St. Croix Islands State Recreation Area/Boom Site

Quick Facts:
*Recreational islands in the St. Croix River
*Historic log sorting site from 1856 to 1914

History: The St. Croix Boom Site served as the terminal point for the
great Minnesota log drives down the St. Croix River. Timber harvested
upsiream was branded with the logo of the logging company and floated
down to the boom, where logs were sorted and delivered to the sawmills
in Stillwater. This was the earliest, most important, and longest-lived of
the major log storage areas in the state.

Photo: The St. Croix Boom Site, circa 1908. Minnesota Historical Society.
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St. Croix State Park
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Quick Facts:

*Established in 1943
«Minnesota’s largest state park
«33,895 acres

History: With the help of the CCC, WPA and the National Park
Service, the park was originally developed in the 1930s as one
of 46 national Recreational Demonstration Areas. The only
RDA in the state and one of only a few that survive today, the
park is designated a National Historic Landmark.

Photo: The St. Croix Lodge, pictured here, as well as group
camps and many other facilities, were built by the CCC.
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Tettegouche State Park
Quick Facts:
«Established in 1979
«Baptism River State Park incorporated into boundary
*0,562 acres

History: This land at Shovel Point was once owned by the
Baptism River Club from 1886 to 1921. The land was put up for
sale and purchased in 1945 after Judge Magney promoted the
bill to establish the Baptism River State Park on this site.

Photo: Cliff Club building at Baptism River State Park, circa
1945. Minnesota Historical Society.
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Temperance River State Park
Quick Facts:

«Established in 1957
+Home to Carlton Peak
+539 acres

History: The Temperance River cuts a spectacular gorge as it
travels to Lake Superior, creating waterfalls and potholes in the
ancient lava rock. The Ojibwe named the river kawimbash or
“Deep Hollow River”; in an 1864 report, Thomas Clark named it
the Temperance.

Photo: The mouth of the Temperance River, where no “bar”
exists. Minnesota Historical Society.

"M = MINNESOTA STATE PARKS

150 YEARS

o STATEHOOD .7(74/-2/ %” ,%&’ &z .7’?232?/’

Upper Sioux Agency State Park

Quick Facts:

«Established in 1963

*Agency site operated by the Minnesota Historical Society
*1,281 acres

History: The Upper Sioux Agency served as a site for the
United States government to administer the terms of the 1851
and 1858 treaties with the Dakota people.

Photo: The agency’s employee duplex was partially destroyed
during the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862. The duplex was recon-
structed in 1973. Minnesota Historical Society.
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Whitewater State Park
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Quick Facts:

+Established in 1919

+First state park in southeastern Minnesota
«2,745 acres

History: In 1936, WPA workers began park development,
including construction of highway bridges over the Whitewater
River. These classic stone arch bridges lasted until the 1970s
when they were removed after being damaged beyond repair
by flooding.

Photo: WPA workers building a highway bridge. Minnesota
Historical Society.

W = MINNESOTA STATE PARKS
;}?Tziéﬁooo F (zld/ %zf .9?@ V4 %{?y !

Wild River State Park

Wild River Stafie

Quick Facts:

Established in 1973

+Originally named St. Croix Wild River State Park
*6,767 acres

History: Described as the largest wooden pile dam ever built,
Nevers Dam prevented logjams by holding back huge surges of
white pine logs and releasing them in small batches to float to
sawmills in Stillwater. The dam operated from 1890-1912.

Photo: The largest of many gates to allow logs through Nevers

Dam was the 80-foot wide Lang Gate, crossed by a trestle bridge
near the Wisconsin side of the dam. Minnesota Historical Society.
Photo by Sanford C. Sargent.
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William O’Brien State Park
Quick Facts:
«Established in 1947
*Named after lumberman William Q'Brien
+1,620 acres

History: In 1945, Alice O’'Brien donated 180 acres along the
St. Croix River, establishing the first metro-area state park. Five
different natural communities make this a unique place to view
birds, plants and animals.

Photo: Sandstone outcrops continue to be exposed by today’s
St. Croix River, reminiscent of the glacial meltwaters that
carved the valley 10,000 years ago.

William O’Brien State Park
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Zippel Bay State Park
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Quick Facts:

«Established in 1959

+Named for commerical fishery founder Wilhelm Zippel
«2,906 acres

History: Commercial fishing on Lake of the Woods began in
the 1880s and lasted until the 1950s. The fish, first sturgeon
and later walleye, were packed in ice and transported by boat
and by rail to cities such as Detroit and New York.

Photo: Sturgeon, valuable for both its flesh and eggs (roe) was
the fish of choice for early Zippel settlers.
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