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Aquatic Invasive Species — Tips for Fishing Tournament Organizers

Invasive plants, animals and diseases can harm lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands, water quality, and wildlife habitat.
People can unintentionally spread aquatic invasive species (AlS) by moving boats, gear, and equipment from one water
body to another or releasing non-native species into the environment.

Fishing tournaments attract many anglers to Minnesota! Some anglers come from states that may have different
regulations than Minnesota. Tournaments, under the leadership of their organizers, are required to follow state AIS laws
and demonstrate good practices that minimize the potential spread of AIS. Tournament anglers may be seen as role
models for the angling community, and their actions and behaviors can set examples for the boating and angling
community. Taking actions to prevent the spread of AlS shows that tournament anglers care about the health of
Minnesota’s lakes and rivers.

Understanding Minnesota AlS regulations is the first step. According to Minnesota Statute 84D:

e Itisillegal to transport aquatic plants or prohibited invasive species, dead or alive.

e Itisillegal to launch watercraft or place a trailer in the water if it has aquatic plants or prohibited invasive
species attached, or water present in compartments.

e ltisillegal to transport water away from Minnesota lakes and rivers. You must remove all drain plugs and all
water must be drained before transporting equipment off the access site or riparian property. This law applies
to all types of portable bait containers as well.

e ltisillegal to release bait or non-native species into Minnesota waters.

e Compliance with AlS inspection requirements is an express condition of operating or transporting water-related
equipment.

Whether or not a lake has invasive species, Minnesota law requires people to:

e Clean watercraft, trailers, gear, and equipment to remove aquatic plants and prohibited invasive species.
e Drain all water and leave drain plugs out during transport.
e Dispose of unwanted bait in the trash.
o To keep baitfish, follow these steps: Bring extra bottled or dechlorinated tap water and leave it in your
vehicle. Before leaving, drain your bait container on shore and refill it with the extra water.
o Never release bait, plants, or aquarium pets into Minnesota waters.
e Dry docks, lifts, and rafts for 21 days before moving them from one water body to another.

Consider these additional recommendations:

e Decontaminate watercraft and equipment (rinsing with hot water at 120 degrees for 2 minutes or 140 degrees
for 10 seconds) — find locations of free, professionally operated stations on the DNR’s courtesy decontamination
webpage (mndnr.gov/decon).

e Spray equipment with high-pressure water or rinse it with water.

o Dry watercraft and equipment for five days before using it in another water body, whenever possible.
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https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/84D
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/watercraft_inspect/courtesydecon.html

Additional Considerations for Tournament Organizers

Tournament organizers can promote AlS prevention best practices before, during and after their contests in a variety of
ways. Beyond sharing AlS regulations with participants, here is a list of example activities that could be implemented:

e Review AIS regulations as part of the rules meeting.

e Remind participants about specific regulations such as draining all types of bait containers and that transporting
water in live wells is illegal.

e Help participants understand what to expect from a watercraft inspection.

e Provide a checklist participants can use to inspect their watercraft, trailer, and gear.

e Inform participants of the presence of AlS in contest waters (infested or not infested).

e Encourage participants to be aware of AlS present in any waters used prior to the scheduled tournament (pre-
fishing, recreation, etc.). Infested waters information can be found on DNR’s LakeFinder
(www.mndnr.gov/lakefind) or the infested waters list (mndnr.gov/infested).

e For contests involving multiple waters, require anglers to fish non-infested waters before moving to AlS infested
waters.

e Add AlIS rules to the tournament, in which the participant may be disqualified for not following AlS regulations.

e Provide fresh water to contestants wishing to save bait. Exchanging container water with fresh water will allow
contestants to transport bait for use on the next water body.

e Encourage participants to have their boats inspected and/or decontaminated before entering contest waters
and following completion of the contest. Decontamination locations are listed at mndnr.gov/decon.

e Have participants self-certify their equipment has been inspected and/or decontaminated for AlS before
entering contest waters. This could be voluntary or mandatory.

e Designate an inspection area as part of the contest.

e |nspect participants’ boats and trailers to ensure they have followed contest requirements and state AIS
regulations.

e Coordinate inspection and decontamination locations with DNR (see contacts below) and/or local government
watercraft inspection programs.

For more information

Additional information can be found on the DNR website (mndnr.gov/AlS).

The DNR Invasive Species Program can answer questions about AIS regulations, share prevention best practices, review
AIS prevention plans for events, coordinate inspection and decontamination stations, etc. Contact your Regional
Watercraft Inspection Supervisor for more information:

Northwest (Region 1)
e Michael Bolinski at michael.bolinski@state.mn.us or 218-671-7948

Northeast (Region 2)

e Jessamyn Foley at jessamyn.foley@state.mn.us or 218-232-8955

Central (Region 3)
e Traci Eicholz at traci.eicholz@state.mn.us or 651-392-3117

South (Region 4)
e Travis Kinsell at travis.kinsell@state.mn.us or 320-753-0336
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