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Status of Wildlife Populations, Fall 2011

(Including 2001-2011 Hunting and Trapping Harvest Statistics)

This is the 35" year that the DNR has compiled this booklet; it is primarily an administrative
document intended for DNR personnel. Since 1984 we have also generated a companion
volume, Summaries of Wildlife Research Findings, containing annual summaries of activities and
findings from ongoing research projects in the Wildlife Policy and Research Unit. This
publication will be posted on the DNR website and available in other formats upon request. In
the on-line format links are available to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Migratory
Bird Management to access their reports for Waterfowl Population Status; Migratory Bird
Harvest Information Preliminary Estimates; American Woodcock Population Status; and
Mourning Dove Population Status.

Most of the fieldwork associated with collection of census and survey data for farmland, wetland,
and forest wildlife is performed by wildlife biologists and managers (conservation officers also
participate in August roadside counts). The Farmland, Wetland, and Forest Wildlife Population
and Research groups coordinate these activities, analyze and interpret data, and prepare
recommendations for harvest regulations and season setting.

Most of the hunting and trapping harvest estimates are calculated and summarized by St. Paul
central office personnel.

Compiling and publishing this report was funded in part under the Federal Aid in Wildlife
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SUIVEY, AUGUSE FOAASTAC .......veieeeee ettt st ee e 3,4,6,9, 10,11, 14
Q10 T T 0 1= (=T ST 7
Lynx
trapping
FEGISTEIEA NANVESE, .. .eiveiieieie ettt ettt e te e s e steete e tesre e e e s teeneeseesseeneenneas 296
= To oL TS TSP PP PRSP PR URTRPPPTON 7
Mallard (domestic)
hunting
L A A\, [T L0 - TR 189

Mallard (wild)
breeding populations

IMIINNESOLA. ...veeeeiceiiie et 121,122, 123, 124, 125, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132
Lo g AN 0 T (o= W 138
hunting
harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2000 .......cccvvriiiieiiieeiie it e e e s e e s e e e e e s s see b e et eessssserarrreressressrrrrereeeees 189
Marten, pine
CArCASS EXAMINALION QALA........iveiieiiiiieeiiteeee s st ee e e s st e e e s st e e e s s bbeesesabbessesbaeesesbasesesbbaesesbaaesssabbensssasranes 98
01T L 0] =SS 98, 297, 298
POPUIALION TALA. ...ttt bbbttt ettt nb s 90, 98-100
POPUIALION MOMEN ... e sre e e 88, 90, 98-100
trapping
Y= SR 0] 0L IR (oI = ] o] | 1o ST 302
distribution of harvest aMONG tAKEIS...........cuiiiiiiii s 319
registered NArVESL..........ccvveie i 90, 98, 99, 100, 296, 303, 315-320
tAKE DY COUNLY ..t sresreenaenne s 315, 316, 317
take DY COUNLY AN SEX ..viiuiiiieiiic e ettt e e sre e sre e sreesneesnaeaneas 316
taKe DY AALE AN SEX ... 318
WINTEE TTACK INTICES ..oiiieeeireei ettt e e s e e et e e e e s s se e e e et eeesssee b areeeeeesnenaans 61, 62, 63, 66, 88, 90, 100
VLAY PONOS ...ttt et ettt e e st e e te e st e st e esbesbeebeesbesba e b e steessesresraenbesrens 125, 126, 137, 139
Merganser, hooded
breeding POPUIALION .........coviie e 128, 129, 130, 131
hunting
harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010 ........ccoiiuiiiiiieiieeiireeessireeessier e e e st re e e e st reeeeseaetsesssbessesaesesesasreeees 189
Merganser, other than hooded
Preeding POPUILION ......ccviiiice e e e 128, 129, 130, 131
hunting
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harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010 ........ccoiiuiiiiiirieeeiireeeesereeesseeetsesereeeeserreeeesaaeteesareeeesasseeesareeees 189

Mink
PIE PIICES ...ttt bbbttt b bbbttt bbbt 297, 298
trapping
AT Y= SRS SRTRSST 296
NUMDBEE OF TFAPPEIS .. vve ettt st st e st e es e et e e s re e sbeesreesnaesnbeanbeenteenteenreeas 294
TAKE DI TrAPPIET ...ttt bbbttt 295
Moose
10T 1] T T PSPPSR 283-286
EE TV TR 283, 284, 285
0L L= =T OSSP 286
PEFMIt APPIICALIONS ... 283, 284, 285
PEIMILS ISSUBA ...c.vveeeieeieeite e st e see e rte e e e st e st e s e e e e e te e st e s reeeseeesbeesreesneesneeaneeenteenneenreeas 283, 284, 285
PAITY SUCCESS. ... .tveeuteeeuteeestteeateeestteesabee e st beessbeeabeeesabe e e sbbeesbeeesnbe e e sbbeessbeeebbeesnbeeesbneennneas 283, 284, 285
survey, aerial — population ESLIMALES........c.ccveiieiee i e e eee s 113-118
Muskrat
PIE PIICES ...ttt bbbt b bbbttt bbbt 297, 298
trapping
PAIVEST ... et e et e Rt nre et e e EeaRe et e te et e nreereenrenre s 296
NUMDBEE OF TFAPPETS ..eevieeie ettt s e et e et e st e er e e e see e sreesreesreesseesneeanreenseenreenrenas 294
TAKE DI TrAPPIET ...ttt bbb bbbttt e 295
Opossum
01T L 0] =SSOSO 297, 298
trapping
PAIVEST ...ttt ettt n e bttt be Rt e e be et naeene e b ane s 296
NUMDEE OF TTAPPETS ...ttt bbbttt bt eneas 294
L6 LT 1= O (o] 0T S 295
Otter
01T L o] =SSR 101, 297, 298
010 o101 F AT g I I VOSSPSR 90, 101, 102
Q10 o TU1 =V To o 18 10T L= SR 88, 90, 101-102
trapping
L= 0 1= A (O IRUr=To] o] T SR 302
AiStriDULION @MONG TAKETS ...ttt 327
FEQISLEred tAKE ....vviiviecie e 90, 101, 102, 296, 303, 331-327
taKE DY COUNLY ..o 321, 322-323, 324-325, 326, 327
take DY COUNLY AN SEX ..vviuviiiiiciic e sre e sre e e e e e nee s 322-323
take DY dALE AN SEX ....viiiiiiieeie e 326
Wildlife damage COMPIAINTS ........c.iiiiieiee e s e e e be e re e sre e sreeeneeenee e e 43
Partridge, gray
hunting
EE T V=T PR 184, 185, 186
PUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt sttt ettt sttt e st e st e s e s teese e beese e testa e st e sbeeseesbesaeessestesneesaesnaenaenres 185
NUMDET OF NUNTETS ...ttt st ettt et e te e seesneeneenneas 183
16 LG 0T g a1V ST S 184, 185
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SUFVEY, AUGUSE FOAASTAC .....c.veiveeiecie ettt e ee e 3,4,6,9, 10,11, 13

Pelt prices of furbearers, 1999-00 thru 2010-11........cccciiviiieiiieiic e 297-298
Pheasant, ring-necked
hunting
TSV Y LES) AT 13, 184, 185, 186
harvest DY NONTeSIAENT NUNTEIS ..o 187
PIUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt et s bt s bt e e e s b e s et b b e e s e sab b e e e e sabbee e s sabbaesesabbessesabbeeeesbreneas 185
010l T=T o) 41U AL =T £ 183
NUMDBEr OF NONFESIAENT NUNLEIS ...evveeii it e s s bbb e e s s braee s 187
(6 LG 0T g 01U USSP 184, 185
take Per NONIESIAENT NUNTET .....ccvviiii et eeanes 187
survey
August roadside
AQFICUITUTAl FEGION GALA ... ..veveeieeeee et 3,4
birds observed per 100 mMiles driVeN .........ccccoiviiieiieiee e 5,9, 10, 11, 13
broods
observed per 100 MileS AriVEN........ccov i 509
0DSErVEd Per 100 NEBNS.....ccuiiiieieiee s 9
cocks observed per 100 MIleS ArVEN ........ccviie e s 509
QEEL (o IO =T OTRR 59
hens observed per 100 MIlES ArIVEN........cciiiiiieee e nreenreeas 509
PREasant STAMP SAIES .......couiiiiiiee bbbt 186

Pintail, Northern
breeding populations

YT TaTET0 - T 128, 129, 130, 131
Lo g N T Tor- VTR 139
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010...........cciieiiriiiiiieeir e ere e e e sre e s e s esbe e e nreesreesreeas 189
Ponds, May (Minnesota, North Central U.S. and Prairie Canada) .........c.cccceevvvieeineennnnnn 125, 126, 137, 139
Prairie chicken, greater
survey
NN Lo U o= 1o ] o[- SRS 7
[ (0T (=T T VLT AR 220-223
o] 11T OSSR 81-87
hunting
1 0] 0] 1= 01 USSP 221, 223
Area OPEN 1O NUNTING ...veviii ettt sttt 223
EE T V=T PR 221, 222, 223
JOTEEIY TESUILS ..ottt st et ebe e et e s teenaesaesreenaenre s 221, 222
number of permits available ............cco o 221, 222, 223
NUMDET OF PEIMILS ISSUBH ......vveeieiie ettt ens 221, 222
SUCCESS FALE....ceeeeieeeeee et 221, 222, 223
Predator / furbearer scent station SUVEY SUMMATY .......ccccceeieeieeieeiiesieeseesieesreesseesseesseesnseesseessesssenans 53-60
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Rabbit (see Cottontail, eastern; Hare, snowshoe; and Jackrabbit, white-tailed)

Raccoon
hunting
FE VY1) AR 184, 185, 186
harvest DY NONTeSIAENT NUNTEIS ..o 187
PIUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt et s bt s bt e e e s b e s et b b e e s e sab b e e e e sabbee e s sabbaesesabbessesabbeeeesbreneas 185
010l TCT o) 41U AL =T £ 183
NUMDBEr OF NONFESIAENT NUNTEIS .....evviei it e e s bb e e e s braee s 187
(6 LG 0T g 01U SRS 184, 185
take Per NONIESIAENT NUNTEE .....ocveiiii et aeeanes 187
PIE PIICES ...ttt bbbttt bbbttt bbbt 297, 298
trapping
QT VL) AT 296
NUMDBEE OF TFAPPEIS ..vevieeie ettt e st e st e es e e e ste e steesreesreesneesneeanteenteenreenreeas 294
TAKE DI TrAPPIET ...ttt bbb bbbt bbb n e 295
SUIVEY, SCENE POSE INAICES ... ecuveeiieiiie it s e e s e e e e reeebeenreenree e 54, 57-59
Rails/gallinules
hunting
FET V7<) PR 184, 185, 186
NUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt e ettt e sttt e e sttt e e sttt e e s st b e e s e s ba e s s e sabbbeeesabbaesesabbeasesabbassesbebesesrreneas 185
a10gloT=T o) 41U T L (=T £ 183
(6 LGN oL 01U USSP 184, 185
Redhead
breeding populations
IVIININESOTA vttt ettt ettt e e st e e e s st r e e s sab e e e e s sabaeeessabaeeesies 121,123, 128, 129, 130, 131
Lo g AN 1 T (o= WS 139
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010...........ccccuiiiiiieieeieie e sreeseesre e e seeens 189
REGISIEIEA TUMDBANETS. ...ttt bttt 301-327
FET Y1) 303
POPUIALION MOUEIING ...t 88-102
ReinVest in MINNESOLA (RIIM) .....c.viiiiiiiiiiee bttt 4,8
Ring-necked duck
breeding POPUILION .......ccuveeii e 121, 123, 128, 129, 130, 131
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010...........ccccueiiiieieeieie et se et sre e sre e seeeees 189
SUIVEY, DIEEAING PAITS ....veivviiieeie ettt et e e sr e e e e eeeenee e e 155-166, 167-173
Ruddy duck
breeding POPUIALION .........coviie e 128, 129, 130, 131
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010...........ccciieiiiriiiiieeirere e e e e e e sreesreesrresnaeereenreesreesreens 189
=LA 10 | AT Lo =10 TP 3,7,9, 10, 11
TS T L) AP 287
SANAPIPET, UPIANT ... bbb bbbttt b bt bbbt 7
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Scaup, greater / lesser
breeding populations

IMINNESOLA ...t e 121, 123,124, 128, 129, 130, 131, 133
N [o] (AN T o USSR 139
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010 ..........ccccieiiiiiiie e nreesraesree s 189

Scent post survey (see Carnivore scent station survey summary)

Scoter
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010...........ccccuiieiirieee ettt seesreeneeseeees 189
SNOOLING PEIMILS ...veeieecie ettt st et e e s te e s e tesseeseesteeneesaeaseenaenreas 39, 42,43, 44

Shoveler, northern
breeding populations

Y 1o =TT v RN 128, 129, 130, 131
Lo g AN 0 T (o= W 139
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010...........ccccuiriiiireieeieie et se et sreeseesre e e enes 189
Skunk, spotted
trapping
QT LAV AT 296
NUMDBEE OF TFAPPETS ..eevieeie ettt st e st e st e e st e e ste e steesreesreesneesneeaneeenteenreenrenas 294
TAKE DI TrAPPIET ...ttt bbb bbbttt e 295
Skunk, striped
01T L 0] =SSOSO 297, 298
survey
SCENE POST INAICES....evveeieeiie et see e e st e et e e te e sre e saeesneesnee e teereesreesreeans 54, 57-59
trapping
L EE LAY A 296
NUMDEE OF TTAPPETS ...ttt bbbttt bttt 294
L6 LN 1= O (o] 0T U 295
Snipe, common
hunting
TV VL) AT 184, 185, 186
PIUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt ettt et e e s sttt e e s s b b e s e s b b e e e e sab b e e e e sabbaeessabbaesesabbessssabaeesesabreneas 185
010 LT o) 41U AL =T £ 183
L6 LT o 1= 410 ] (=T S 184, 185
Squirrel, fox
hunting
EE T V=T PR 184, 185, 186
NUNTEE SUCCESS ...vveiee s ittt e s ettt e s sttt e e sttt e s st e et e e st et e e e sabaeeeesbaeeeesabbeeeesatsaeeesbaassesbbaseesabeaesesasrennas 185
a1 o T=T o) 41U T L =T £ 183
16 LG 0T a1V SRS 184, 185
Squirrel, gray
hunting
TV VL] AR 184, 185, 186
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NUNTEE SUCCESS ...vveeee s sttt e e ettt e s ettt e e sttt e e sttt e e st et e e e sabaeeeesaaseeeesasaeeeesasseeeesasaeesesasaaeeesasneeeennsreees 185

NUMDBEE OF NUNTETS ..ot e e e s be e sbe e steesaeesabe s beeteesreesreeas 183
16 LGN 1= G 40 (=] SRS 184, 185
YT L (U 0] 1 (< SRS RPN 7,124

Teal, blue-winged
breeding populations

MINNESOLA. ... vt 121, 122,123, 124, 125, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132
N [o] g AN 1T o USSR 138
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010...........ccciieiiiiiiiiieee e e s e be e e nreesreesreeas 189

Teal, green-winged
breeding populations

YT T aTETo = T 128, 129, 130, 131
Lo g N 0 LT Tor: VTR 138
hunting
harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2000 .........coiiuiiiiiiiiie st e e e s st e s e st e e e e s sbbe e s e sebbassesabbeesesarrenees 189
Trappers
Y TS0 Y SRS 291-296
EC T VL] TR 296
Lo TTT: | [T T 291, 293, 296
MAT] SUNVEY TESPONSE ...ttt bbbttt b b bbbttt e bbbttt n e 292, 293
Q10T g 1= a1 =1 o] o1 T SRS 293, 294
TAKE PEI TFAPIET ...ttt bbbt bbb bbbttt bbb 295
Turkey, wild
Fall NUNTING, 2010 .. .. it e st e et e e te e s ae e saeesreeanee e ee e teesreenreeans 203-210
NAIVESE ...ttt ettt e s e e e st e e e s s e e e s s e e e e s st r e e s aberae e 203, 204, 205-208, 210
number of permits available ..........ccccoovve i 203, 204, 205-208, 210
NUMDBEr OF PEIMILS ISSUBH ......veeviecieciicie e 203, 204, 205-208, 210
Voo T - - 203, 204, 205-208
SPriNG NUNEING, 2011 ..o e et e e st e e s e e sae e s r e s s e e te e te e teesreenree e 211-219
area 0pen t0 NUNTING DY ZONE.......ccoiiiiiii s 218
T T Y1) AR 211, 213, 214-216, 219
number of Permits aPPIICANTS ........ooiiiieiieee e 211,213, 219
number of permit available............cccoovveii e 211, 213, 216, 217
NUMDBEr OF PEFSONS NUNTING .......oviiiiitiiiie e 214-216
Voo T - - 211, 213, 214-216
Survey,
AUGUSE FORASTUR. ...ttt bbbttt b bbbt et ettt bt n e e s 7
Wildlife damage COMPIAINTS.........ccveiiiiicie e e esreenree s 39, 42,43

Waterfowl (see Ducks; duck by species name; Geese; and Hunters, waterfowl)

Waterfowl Production Areas (WPA ........ocii et ste s sttt e e e ee e ste e sreesneesneesneeanes 4,5
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Weasel, long-tailed

PIE PIICES ...ttt bbbt b h bbbttt b bt 297, 298
trapping
AT Y= SRS RTSST 296
NUMDBEE OF TFAPPEIS .. eieeie ettt e st eesa e et e e sbeesbeesaeesnaesnbeanbeenteenreenreeas 294
TAKE DI TrAPPIET ...ttt bbbttt 295
WINEEE TFACK TNTICES ....ivieitieie e bbbt b e bbbt bt sbesbe e b nre s 62, 63, 67

Weasel, short-tailed

PIE PIICES ...ttt bbbttt bbbttt bbbt 297, 298
trapping

AT Y= SRS SRTSST 296

NUMDBEE OF TFAPPEIS ..eevieeie ettt e st ees e e te e s teesbeesaeesseesnbeanbeenteenteenreeas 294

TAKE DI TrAPIIET ...ttt bbbttt b b 295

TR TR 1 (o) QT Lo Lot 62, 63, 67

Wetland Reserve Program (WRP)........oiii ettt sae e sre e e e s e snne e 4,8

Wigeon, American
breeding populations

YT T aTETo - T 128, 129, 130, 131

N[0l (AN 1T o VSO TSRS 138
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010 ..........ccciieiiiiiiiir e e e e sree e be e e nreesreesreeas 189
Wildlife damage COMPIAINTS .......ocvviiieiec et e e e te e ste e sreesneesneesneeaneeas 37-50
Wildlife Management Areas (WIMA) ... ..ot st stee s sttt e e e e ee e ste e sreesnaenneesnneanes 4,5
WWINTEE SEVEIILY INUBX 1.uveeiviiieiiiie et e te e st e e e rte e te e ste e st e st e sn e e s e et e e teesteesteeaseeeneeeteesreesneesneeaneesnes 104, 105
WiNter traCk SUIVEY SUMIMEAIY .....ccuveiieeiieeieeseesieeesteesteesteesseesseessaeasteeseesseessesasssasseessesssesssesssessssesneesnses 61-67

Wolf, gray (timber)

survey
SCENE POST INAICES. ..eevveieieeie ettt se et e te e s e s e st e s e e e te e te e teesteesteeaneeeseeeteesreesreesneesneeanes 54, 60
WINEET TTACK INTICES ...vvviiie ittt ettt ettt ettt e sttt e e e st e e e e s bt e e e e sb b e e e e sbbaesesbbaeeesasrenes 61, 62, 66
Wildlife damage COMPIAINTS ........oiviiiiiiece e re e sre e sre e sreesnee s reebeenreenreeas 39
Woodcock, American
SINGING GrouNd SUIVEY FESUILS ......coviiiiiiiiiieiee et 150-154
(o] CCT=o [T aTo N U o < USSR 150
hunting
(02 AS TR Ui 11 [ S 153
LT TRV AR 153, 184, 185, 186
PUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt s bt e s st e e s st et e e s s b b e e s s s b b e s s e sab b e e e s sabbbessssbbessessbbessesabbeesesbreneas 185
(AT0 Tl o TT o) Il 41T AL =T £ TR 153, 183
16 LG 0 1= G 410 (T S 184, 185
(=10 (011 0T TSP 152
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Wood duck

Breeding population ............cccoceeeiennn.

hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2009-2010
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