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Status of Wildlife Populations, Fall 2005

(Including 1994-2004 Hunting and Trapping Harvest Statistics)

This is the 29" year that the Research Unit has compiled this booklet; it is primarily an administrative
document intended for DNR personnel. (Since 1984 we have also generated a companion volume
containing annual summaries of activities and findings from ongoing research projects in the Unit). Inan
attempt to more fully grasp the technology of the 21* century, this will be the first year to put the book on
the DNR website. It may also be the last year that we publish a paper version. Reports and surveys are
now presented in their entirety instead of just the tables and figures. Also, as part of the leap to the future
we now include links to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Migratory Bird Management to
access their reports for Waterfowl Population Status; Migratory Bird Harvest Information Preliminary
Estimates; American Woodcock Population Status; and Mourning Dove Population Status.

Most of the fieldwork associated with collection of census and survey data for farmland, and forest
wildlife is performed by wildlife biologists and managers (conservation officers also participate in August
roadside counts). The Farmland, and Forest Wildlife Population and Research groups coordinate these
activities, analyze and interpret data, and prepare recommendations for harvest regulations and season
setting.

Wetland Wildlife Populations and Research Group conduct much of the census and survey work for
wetland species.

Most of the hunting and trapping harvest estimates are calculated and summarized by St. Paul central
office personnel.

Compiling and publishing this report was funded in part under the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration
Act, Minnesota project W-69-S.
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L6 1= 1 - 0] 1= SR 245
SUINVEY, AUGUSE FOAASIARS ... eeveeivreiireiteeeie e e e ste e st e st e st e s te e e e beesbeesteesreeeseeesteesteesreesseesseeaseeeneeeneeenseenreesns 6
Moose
hUNEING, 1985-2004.......cue it te e te e sre e s ae e s ee e be e s teesteesneeeneeenreenreenree e 236-238
T2 T VLTS 236
(0L A TTA o] o] FToF: 14 o] SRS 237
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Moose (continued)

0L AT L= LSRR 238
DALY SUCCESS ...vvveeeeeeisteeestteessteeesteeessaeessteeesseeeanteeassaeessteeeseeessaeesnseeesnseesnseeansenesnseeensnnesnnness 237,238
SEX 1atio OF MOOSE KIlIBA .......oeiiee e et e 237
survey
aerial - population ESLIMALES .........ceiiveiieie e e e nreenre e 102 - 105
AN 10 (0T 1o 5] o [ TS SSS 6
Wildlife damage COMPIAINTS ..........cciiiiiecce e et e e e e s ee e nneenrs 39
Muskrat
0L Lo o0 RS 247-248
trapping
PAIVEST ...ttt h et Rt be Rt s et bt et be bt et e nbeenneneeeneas 246
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPEIS ...ttt e st e st e e s e e e ste e teesreesneesneesneesreeaneeas 244
16 1= 1 - 0] 1= SRR 245
Opossum
0L L o] o0 SRRSO 247-248
trapping
PAIVEST ...ttt bbb Rt b e Rt s e bt enbe bt et sbeeneeneeeneas 246
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPEIS ...ttt e st e st e e s e este e teesreesneesnnesneesreeaneeas 244
16 1S 1 - 0] 1= SR 245
Otter
0] L o] o0 PSS 92, 247-248
010 oJUL =14 o] (e - L - LRSS 91, 92
010 o 1N T =4 o) 0 410 =] SR 81, 82,91
trapping
AiStribULION @MONG tAKEIS ... .eciieiie st e et esreeereeeseeeteenreenns 270
0o AT E 3R TSEST 1= SRR 252
FEQISTEIEA tAKE ... vveeeeiec e e 82, 91, 92, 246, 252
TAKE DY COUNLY ... et e e te e sre e sae e sreesnneanes 267, 268, 269
taKE DY COUNLY ANO SEX..uiiviiiiiiiie i cie s see s st e et e st e e e e e e e ste e steesaeesreesreesneeeneeeneeenreens 268
16 O V0 L= LT T SR 270
Partridge, gray
hunting
LEET Y] TR 150, 151
PUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt sttt sttt et bttt s bt et e e s bt e s e e beene e e e sbeeneeneesbeeneenaeaneas 150
NUMDET OF NUNTEIS ... ettt e sbe e seeeneas 148
L LI 1= g 10 ] SR 149, 150
VoY [0 [0 o =T K Lo 3,5,6,8,12,16
Pelt prices of furbearers, 1991-92 thru 2004-05 .........cccceiieiieeiiiiie e neee 247-248
Pheasant, ring-necked
hunting
L EET Y] TR 12, 150, 151
harvest by NONFESIAENT NUNTEIS. ........ii i sre e sreesree e 152
PUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt sttt sttt sttt s bt et e e s be e s e e beeae et e ebeeneeseesbeaneeneeaneas 150
NUMDET OF NUNTEIS ...ttt st sre e seeeneas 148

Xiii



Pheasant, ring-necked (continued)

nuMber of NONFESIAENT NUNLELS .........eie et e sree s 152
L LT 1= g 10 ] RSP S 149, 150
take per NONFESIAENT NUNTET .........co i re e reesre e e 152
survey
August roadside
agricultural region data...........ccoceeieiiieie e 3,57
birds observed per 100 mMiles driven.........cccocveiee e vie s 8,9, 10,11, 12, 15
broods
observed per 100 MIlES ArIVEN .......ccviiiiiiece e 8
Lo o e Y =To oL OO N T oL 8
Qo g IR = SRS SSUR 8
cocks observed per 100 MIleS AriVEN........ccovie e s 8
0 1(o] 0 -SSR 8
hens observed per 100 MIlES ArIVEN ........ccviiiiie it e e e 8
Pheasant StAMP SAIES.........uiii et e e te e re e reenraennreanre s 151

Pintail, northern
breeding populations,

Y T Lc o] - TR 116, 117, 118, 119

INLoT 1A 4 1=T oz R 126

hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2003-2004 ...........cccceiieiieeiee e re e sre e e e sraesneesnee s 154

Ponds, May (Minnesota, North Central U.S. and Prairie Canada) .........c.c.cccoeevevvevvevvevnennn. 110, 115, 125
Prairie chicken, greater

survey

AN 10 (0T 1o 5] o [T 7

[ (0T L= g LY T 186-188

1S o] ] T S SS 76-80

[0 o SR 182-188

area open t0 hUNLING DY ZONE .........oiii e e 185

1 0] 0] 1T g SRR 182

L EET Y] (TR 182, 184

L0 Ce] Y (=T £ R 182, 183

number of permits available............cooiiiiii i 182

NUMDBEr OF PEFMILS ISSUBH ......eivvicie e sre e e e sre e s neesneeenneas 182, 184

Vo - | (D, 182, 184

Predator/furbearer scent station SUVEY SUMIMAIY .......cccveiueeieeieeieeiieeneeseesieeseeesseessnesseessseessesssesssesnns 55-59

Rabbit (see Cottontail, eastern; Hare, snowshoe; and Jackrabbit, white-tailed)

Raccoon
hunting
L EET Y] TR 150, 151
harvest DY NONFESIAENT NUNTEIS. .......uii i sre e s sre e sree e enre s 152
PIUNTEE SUCCESS ..t e sttt ettt ettt s sttt e e s bt e e s s bt e e e s s b b e e s s s bbe e e s sabb e e s e sabbessesabbeesssabeeesssabbnssssabennss 150
10 LT B 10T A=Y £ 148
NUMDBEr OF NONTESIAENT NUNLETS......vveiii it e e s s bb e e e e s sareeas 152
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Raccoon (continued)

L LI 1= g 10 ] S PS 149, 150
take per NONFESIAENT NUNTET .........co it re e e nre e e 152
0L L0 o0 PSSR 247-248
trapping
T2 T VST 246
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPEIS ... ettt et e st e e s e e e ste e teesreesneesnnesneesreeaneeas 244
L6 1= 1 - 0] 1= SRR 245
SUIVEY, SCENE POSE INTICES ...eeveeivieitic e e ettt sre e sre e s e snaeanes 55, 57, 58, 59
Rails/gallinules
hunting
L EET Y] AT 150, 151
A1 (=T S oo = 150
10 LT L 10T (=T £ 148
L LT 1= g 10 ] SR 149, 150
Redhead
breeding populations
1Y LT T=TST o] - 109, 116, 117, 118, 119
Lo gAY 4 1=T o 126
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2003-2004 ............cccceiieiieeiie e sae e e s e e sreesreesneeas 154
Registered furbearers
L EET Y] ORI 83-92, 249-270
[oTo oLV L =14 o] a1 400 =] 173V SRS 81-92
Ring-necked duck
breeding POPUIALION ........c.ociieiecec e nre e 109, 116, 117, 118, 119
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2003-2004 ...........cccceiieiieeiie e e e sae e sre e e e sreesreesnee s 154
Ruddy duck
breeding POPUIALION .........eie e e e e snee s 116, 117, 118, 119
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2003-2004 ...........cccceiieiieeiee e e e se e e e e e sreesreesnee s 154
= Lo 10 AT Lo U L= 7,39
Scaup, greater
breeding POPUIALION ..........cocv i 109, 112, 116, 117, 118, 119, 121, 127
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2003-2004 ...........ccceiiiiiiiriiese e see et e e sraeenaeereenre e 154
Scaup, lesser
breeding POPUIALION ..........cocvv i 109, 112, 116, 117, 118, 119, 121, 127
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2003-2004 ...........cccceiieiieeiie e re e se e e e e sae e e s raesreesneesnee s 154

Scent post survey (see Predator/furbearer scent station survey summary)
Scoter

hunting
harvest, Minnesota, 2003-2004.........cc.uueieieeiie ittt te e et e see e et essrase et eeessssse e rrerteeesssanrrrreeeees 154
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Shoveler, northern
breeding populations

LY T Lo ] - VT 116, 117, 118, 119
Lo gAY 1 4 1=T o 126
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2003-2004 ...........cccceiie et sre e e e sraesreesnee s 154
Skunk, spotted
0L L0 o0 SR 247-248
trapping
T2 T VLTS 246
01U g] TS oY U=V o= OSSR 244
L6 1 1 - 0] 1= SR 245
Skunk, striped
0L L o] o0 PSSR 247-248
survey
AN 10 (T 1o 5] o L= RSOSSN 7
SCENTE POSE INTICES ...veeiee st e et e et e e sbe e s re e e neeeneeenteenreenres 55, 57, 58, 59
trapping
T2 T VST 246
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPEIS ...ttt e st e st e e s e este e teesreesneesnnesneesreeaneeas 244
16 1S 1 - 0] 1= SR 245
Snipe, common
hunting
L EET Y] TR 150, 151
A1 (=T S oo 150
10T LT L 10T (=T £ 148
L LI 1= g 10 ] S PS 149, 150
Squirrel, fox
hunting
L EET Y] TR 150, 151
A1 =T S oo 150
10 LT L i 10T (=T 148
LI 1= g 10 ] SR 149, 150
Squirrel, gray
hunting
L EET Y] AT 150, 151
A1 =T S oo =T 150
10 LT L 10T (=T £ 148
L LI 1= g 10 ] S PS 149, 150

Teal, blue-winged
breeding populations

MINNESOTA. .......veiiiviie e 109, 111, 112, 113, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120
Lo gAY 4 1=T oz O 126
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2003-2004 ...........cccoeiieiieeiie e e e re e sae e e s reesraesreesnee s 154
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Teal, green-winged
breeding populations

LY T Lo ] - VR 116, 117, 118, 119
Lo gAY 1 4 1=T o 126
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2003-2004 ...........cccceiie et sre e e e sraesreesnee s 154
Trappers
L FST VST 246
HICEBNSE SAIES ..ttt ettt e st e e s s ab et e e s s ab b e e e s sab e e e e s sab e e e e s sa b e e e e s aabb e e s s aabre e e e arbreeeesbrreeeas 246
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Q10T g 1= =] o] [ o USRS 243, 244
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Turkey, wild
I 40T ] T PSSP 157-160
L EET VST R 157, 158, 160, 162
number of permits available...........ccoooviii e 157, 158, 162
nUMbBEr Of PEFMILS ISSUEH ......c..vviieeie e 157, 158, 160, 162
Vo - | (D 157, 158, 160
L6 LT 0] V=) ST 157
ST oL ] 1 I8 1T €T SRRSO 161-181
area open 10 NUNEING DY ZONE ......oovi i 161, 179
RANVEST ... 161, 162, 174, 175, 176, 178 ,181, 181
L0 ] Y (ST £ SR 163-173, 180
number of permits available............ccccooeviiiiciii 161, 162, 163-173, 174-175
number of permit appliCants ..........cccecvevieeiii i 161, 162, 163-173, 174-175
NUMDBEr OF PErSONS NUNTING.......eiiiiiii it see e e e sreesreesnaeanee s 161
SUCCESS TALB.....ceiiieeeieeeeeeee et 161, 162, 174-175, 180, 181

Waterfowl (see Ducks; duck by species nhame; Geese; and Hunters, waterfowl)

Weasel, long-tailed
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Weasel, short-tailed
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Wigeon, American
breeding populations
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hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2003-2004 ..........cccoeiieieeiie e sre e e e sreesraesnee s 154
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Wolf, gray
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SCENTE POSE INTICES ...eveeieeiiee st stee e e e s e s e s e et e e te e be e s teeste e areeereeesteesteesreesaeesraesreennees 59
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T TRV SRR 138, 150, 151
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NUMIDET OF NUNTEIS .. eeeieee ettt ettt et et e e s ettt e e e e s se et b e et e eesssseasbbreeeeeeesssassrareeeeeeessrans 138, 148
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Wood duck
breeding POPUIALION ........c.vciieeecec e nre e 109, 116, 117, 118, 119
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