Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife
St. Paul, Minnesota [¥¥pN=




This page intentionally blank



STATUS OF WILDLIFE POPULATIONS,
FALL 2015

(Including 2005-2015 Hunting and Trapping Harvest Statistics)

MNDNR

edited by
Margaret H. Dexter

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife
Wildlife Research Unit
Saint Paul, Minnesota
1 (888) 646-6367

http://www.mndnr.gov

December, 2015 State of Minnesota, Department of Natural Resources

Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit from programs of the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources is available to all individuals regardless of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex,
martial status, status with regard to public assistance, age, sexual orientation, membership or activity in a
local commission, or disability. Discrimination inquiries should be sent to MN-DNR, 500 Lafayette Road,
St. Paul, MN 55155-4031; or the Equal Opportunity Office, Department of the Interior, Washington, DC
20240.

Printed on recycled paper containing a minimum of 30% post-consumer waste and soy-based ink
This report should be cited as follows:

Dexter, M.H., editor. 2015. Status of wildlife populations, fall 2015. Unpub. Rep., Division of Fish and
Wildlife, Minn. Dept. Nat. Res., St. Paul, Minnesota. 305 pp.

Note: Data in this report may change as a result of future verification and more comprehensive analysis.



This page intentionally blank



Status of Wildlife Populations, Fall 2015
(Including 2005-2015 Hunting and Trapping Harvest Statistics)

This is the 39" year that the DNR has compiled this booklet; it is primarily an administrative
document intended for DNR personnel. Since 1984 we have also generated a companion
volume, Summaries of Wildlife Research Findings, containing annual summaries of activities and
findings from ongoing research projects in the Wildlife Policy and Research Unit. This
publication will be posted on the DNR website and available in other formats upon request. In
the on-line format links are available to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Migratory
Bird Management to access their reports for Waterfowl Population Status; Migratory Bird
Harvest Information Preliminary Estimates; American Woodcock Population Status; and
Mourning Dove Population Status.

Most of the fieldwork associated with collection of census and survey data for farmland, wetland,
and forest wildlife is performed by wildlife biologists and managers (conservation officers also
participate in August roadside counts). The Farmland, Wetland, and Forest Wildlife Population
and Research groups coordinate these activities, analyze and interpret data, and prepare
recommendations for harvest regulations and season setting. The white-tailed deer aerial
population survey was not flown in 2015 due to poor snow conditions. A wolf population survey
was conducted in winter 2014-15 and is included in this report. Due to staffing changes and
workload considerations some reports were not available at time of publication.

Most of the hunting and trapping harvest estimates are calculated and summarized by St. Paul
central office personnel.

Compiling and publishing this report was funded in part under the Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration Act, Minnesota project W-69-S. é\'DL z 73
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TAKE DY COUNLY .ot sttt et ste e neeenes 294, 295, 296
take DY COUNLY AN SEX ..vviiiiiiiiie ettt e st e sre e e nneenteenree e 295
taKe DY dALE AN SEX ...ttt 297
WINTEE TTACK INAICES 1. iiiietteee ittt ettt e e e e ettt e e e e s se e bttt e eesss st b e reeeeeesssssssbbrreeeeessssaes 39, 40, 44, 83
Y YA oo o OSSR 99, 101, 114
Yot To [T o T ] o] o TSRS 7
Merganser, hooded
breeding POPUIALION .........ocveieiicc e ne e 102, 103, 104, 105
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014.........ccce i re et e e ae e sreesreennees 162
Merganser, other than hooded
breeding POPUIALION .........ocviiiiecece e ne e 102, 103, 104, 105
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014.........ccceiiiiiiiieie e s eeenreenrees 162
Mink
DI PIICES ..ttt bbbttt r e 274, 275
trapping
T TV SRR 273
VT g]oTC a0 o] 0T RS 271
L6 LG 0T - T0] 1< PP 272
Moose, survey, aerial — popUIAtioN ESLIMALE...........coiiiie e 65- 70
Muskrat
0L L 0 =SSR SOPRTRIN 274, 275
trapping
AT LAY RSP 273
NUMDET OF TTAPPETS ..ottt ettt b bbbt 271
L6 Gl Lo O (o] oL OSSR 272
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Opossum

0] LA ] ot SRRSO 274, 275
trapping
0T Y= SRS PSSST 273
00 Lo LT 0] (1o o =] OSSPSR 271
TAKE PO TP ...ttt bbbttt 272
L@ L o] 1< TP PR TP 7
Otter
0] L 0] =SS SP 84, 274, 275
POPUIALION TALA. ...ttt bbbt 84-85
POPUIALION MOEI ... e e et ae e be e beesaeesreeeneeareens 84-85
trapping
E =T W0 LTI (oI 1= o] o] [ o O RS 280
diStriDULION @MONG TAKEIS ..ottt 305
FEQIStEred tAKE ....vvovvveiieee e 84, 85, 273, 281, 282, 299-305
tAKE DY COUNLY ..ot 299, 300-301, 302-303
take DY COUNTY AN SEX ...viiieeiiiiiie ettt e et e st e snaeenaeenre e e 300-301
TAKE DY TALE BNT SEX ... 304
Partridge, gray
hunting
T TV AR 157, 158, 159
IUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt sttt sttt ettt e et ebe s e s b e bt e bt sbees e e nbeeneesbeeneeneesbeenbenneas 158
NUMDET OF NUNTETS ...ttt e e st este e e e saeenaesaesreenaenres 156
L L o 1= 0] T PSSR 157, 158
SUIVEY, AUGUSE FOAASTAR .....vveeeiereie ettt 3,4,6,9, 10, 11, 14
Pelt prices of furbearers, 2004-05 thru 2014-15........cooiiiiiieieeeee e 274-275
Pheasant, ring-necked
hunting
RAIVEST ... s 13, 14 151, 154, 157, 158, 159
harvest DY NONFESIAENT NUNTEIS .......ccvviiie e e e e nres 160
PUNTEE SUCCESS .vevtite ettt sttt sttt e et et ste et et e sae st esteese e besseenaeeteenaeseeaseenteaneesaenseeneenns 158
NUMDET OF NUNTEES ... sttt e 156
nUMbeEr of NONFESIAENT NUNTEIS .......i et 160
16 LG 0T 0101 ] SRS USPRPSN 157, 158
survey
August roadside
AgriCUUral FEGION TALA .........eeiiieiiiiie et 3,4
birds observed per 100 mMileS driVeN .......ccccevveiiienieiie e 3,5,9,10,11, 14
broods
observed per 100 MileS AriVEN........ccciiiiiiiie e 3,6,9,10
0DSErVEd Per 100 NENS.....ccuiiiiei e 9
cocks observed per 100 MIleS AriVEN .....c.covi i 3,59
[ EE L (o 10 - =TT 3,9
hens observed per 100 MIlES ArIVEN......cvciiiiieiiee e 3,5,6
PHEasant STAMP SAIES .......ccuiiiiii bbb 159



Pintail, Northern
breeding populations

IVIINNESOLA ...ttt bbbttt bt 102, 103, 104, 105
Ao I 4T o ST SRTSRT 114
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014.........cc.covveiiiieieie et s ste e e 162
Ponds, May (Minnesota, North Central U.S. and Prairie Canada) ...........c.ccoeevvviveiieevneseesnennnn, 99,101, 114
Prairie chicken, greater
surveys
F AN Lo [0S A o= Vo ] o[- SRRSO 4,7
[ [ (=Tl g T ) SRR 181-187
1S o] ] T SRS 59-64
hunting
T 0] 0] 1T ] 3SR 181, 182, 183, 185
area OPEN 10 NUNTING ......oiviiiiie e 186, 187
T V<) TR 181, 184
TOTEEIY TESUIES ...t bbb b 183
number of permits available ...........ccoooiviiiii s 182, 183, 185
NUMDEr OF PEIMILS ISSUBH ......eveeiiiiee et 182, 183, 185
U oI - =T 181, 182, 184, 185
e o] F= 0 2= U £ RS ST 7

Rabbit (see Cottontail, eastern; Hare, snowshoe; and Jackrabbit, white-tailed)

Raccoon

hunting
LT Y=Y SRR 157, 158, 159
harvest by NONIreSIAENT NUNTETS ..........oviiiiiic e 160
NIUNEEE SUCCESS .t e ettt ettt ettt e et e e e e et e e e s s bt e e e s sab e e e s sab e e e e s sab b e e e s sbbeeesebbessssbbenesssnbeesesanrens 158
NUMDBDET OF NUNTELS L.veiiii ittt ettt et e e s sttt e e s s bt e e s s bt e e e s sttt e e s ssbbesesssabaeeessarens 156
NUMDBEr OF NONTESIAENT NUNTEIS ...t b e e e s e areas 160
16 LG 0T o100 T SRS 157, 158

Q=] Lo ot SR PS 274, 275

trapping
LE=T 5L AR 273
NUMDET OF TTAPPETS ...ttt bbbttt bbbt b et ne e 271
Les T 1= = o] o= TSR 272

SUIVEY, SCENT POSE INAICES ... vvevviieieiieieeie sttt st sne e e ereanes 31, 32, 35, 36, 37

Rails/gallinules

hunting
L EC T VLI AT 157, 158, 159
PUNEEE SUCCESS ..ttt ettt ettt e e e bt e e e e b e e st e e e s ab e e st e e e sbbe s e ebeeesbbeessbesesabesereeesnes 158
010 LT o) 4101 1 =] £ 156
L6 LGN 1<) 401 (=] OSSR 157, 158
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Redhead
breeding populations

IVIINNESOLA ...ttt bbbt 102, 103, 104, 105
AN o I 4T T ST ORTSRT 114
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014.........cccoviiiiiieee st sre e 162
Registered furbearers
[ EE T VL) TR 273, 279-305
[oTo] o101 E= 1T 181 T L= RS PSRT 77-85
Reinvest in MiNNeSota (RIM) .......iiioiie ettt et e e ne e sre e sneesnne s 4,8,13
Ring-necked duck
breeding POPUIALION ..........cviiiiiee e e 97, 102, 103, 104, 105
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014.........ccocieiie i e e ns 162
Ruddy duck
breeding POPUIALION .........coviieiiee et 102, 103, 104, 105
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014.........cccceiii it sraeanes 162
SANANIIT CrANE...oeie ittt ettt e e e e e ettt et e e s s e s b e aeeeteessess b e eeeeeeeessssssrrareeeees 3,7,9, 10, 11
0 T ) SRS 263-264
survey, breeding population in NW MINNESOtA ........ccccvevieiiiiiiii e 132-147
T g o o1 oL g o T-Tod (o] S 7
ST g o o1 oL g0 ] - Lo SR 7

Scaup, greater / lesser
breeding populations

MINNESOLA ...t 95, 97, 98, 99, 102, 103, 104, 105, 109-111
[NLo] g1 J AN g 41T £ o7 ORI 114
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014..........cccociieiiiiiiiiie e e e e e sre e sreesree s aeenneas 162

Scent post survey (see Carnivore scent station survey)

Scoter
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014.........cccuoiiiiieiiiiee e sre s ste e aenneens 162

Shoveler, northern
breeding populations

1Y LT g g[S - R 102, 103, 104, 105

N[ I AN T (o7 TR 114
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014.........ccooieiieeeee ettt see e ae e enee e 162

Y (A1 (0] 4 T=] 2 R 7

Skunk, spotted
ErAPPING, NAIVESL... .ottt e st e e st e e e r b e e te e teeareeaneeeaeere e e 273
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Skunk, striped

0] L ] oSSR RRTSURTR 274, 275
SUIVEY, SCENE POSE INAICES .....viivieiiitecie sttt 31, 32, 35, 36, 37
trapping
QT LAY SRR 273
NUMDET OF TFAPPETS ..ttt b bbb e e ens 271
LEe R o 1C 1= o] o] RSOSSN 272
Snipe, common
hunting
L Fo T Y1) A 157, 158, 159
PIUNTEE SUCCESS ....vvveiie ittt ettt e sttt sttt e e s ettt e e s sab bt e e s s bbb e e e sabbbe e e s bbbeseseabbaeessabbaesesbbansssssbbesessanrns 158
010 Tl oT=T o) 41U T L (=T £ 156
L6 LGN 0T g o110 SRS 157, 158
Squirrel, fox
hunting
[ EE T Y1) AR 157, 158, 159
PIUNTEE SUCCESS ....vvveiec ittt ettt ettt s bt e e s bbbt e e s e bbb e e e s sab b e e e e sabb e e e s bbbe e e seab b e s e s eabbeseesbbensesnbbesesanrres 158
010l LT o) 41U TR L =T § R 156
Les R 1= 41U T RSP RRN 157, 158
Squirrel, gray
hunting
L EET V7T TR 157, 158. 159
PIUNTEE SUCCESS ....evviiie ittt ettt e sttt e sttt e e sttt e e e s ettt e e e s sttt e e e sabbbesesabbbeeeseabbesessabbaeesssbassesesbbesesssrres 158
010l oT=T o) 41U T L =T £ 156
16 LG 0T o110 S SS 157, 158
SWAN, TTUMIPELET ..eeei ettt sttt sbe e e sneeanee 7,98, 102, 103, 104, 105

Teal, blue-winged
breeding populations

MINNESOLA. ..veieeiiriiee e 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106-108
Lo g AN 0 1 =1 o VR 113
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014...........cccoeiiiiieiiiieie e se ettt sre st sreeneenee e 162

Teal, green-winged
breeding populations

1Y T aT =TT ] v TSR 102, 103, 104, 105

L0 g AN 0 1 =T o= VR 113
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014.........ccceiiiiiiiiiiee et e e st e e s be e beenreenreas 162

Trappers

T LIRSV V=) SRS 267-273
EC Y VL) AU 272,273
HICEBNSE SAIES ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e ab e e e s eaares 267, 269, 273
NUMDET TFAPPING .ttt bbbttt b bbb b e e e ene s 269, 270, 271
LEe R 1= =T o] o] SRR 272
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Turkey, wild
Fall hunting, 2014

YAIVESE ...ttt e e 174, 175, 180
0T T OSSR 174,175, 180
SUCCESS TALE.....euveeteestte ettt ettt ettt b e bttt b et e s bt ekt e bt et e e b et es bt e bt e e b e e nbeeenn e ne e 174, 175

Spring hunting, 2015
area open to NUNLING DY ZONE........ciiiiiie et 179
EET VL) AT 174,176, 177,178, 179
PEITIIES ...ttt et bbbt ettt bbb bt nne e 174,176, 177, 178, 179
SUCCESS FALE . .iieiieeie ettt 174, 176, 177,178, 179
SUIVEY, AUGUST FOAUSIAES ... .eveeieieiie ettt e e te e sbe e ste e sra e e ee e aeesteesaeesnaeanbeeteenseesrnennee s 7
AT N A= R YA AN I PSP 4

Waterfowl (see Ducks; duck by species name; Geese; and Hunters, waterfowl)

Waterfowl Production Aras (WPA) ........ciii ettt sttt e sna e be e te e beesneeanaeaneeenee e e 4
Weasel, long-tailed
PIE PIICES ...ttt E bbbttt 274,275
trapping
A L) PSSR 273
AU a] oTC 0] i To] 0TSSP 271
TAKE DI TrAPPET ...ttt bbb bbbttt 272
VTR TRt (o) ST Lo Lot 40, 46

Weasel, short-tailed

PIE PIICES ...ttt bbbttt a et E bbbttt bbb 274, 275
trapping

PAIVEST ...t r e te et e e Rt n e e Ee et e nteeteententeenbenreenes 273

QTN a] o TC 0] o] 0T SRR 271

TAKE POI TrAPPIET ...ttt bbbttt bbb 272

VTR T (o3 ST Lo TToT =TT 40, 46

Wetland Reserve Program (WRP)........oiii sttt e e e nnn e 4,8,13

Wigeon, American
breeding populations

1Y 1110 - NPT 102, 103, 104, 105

INOTTN AMBIICA. .. e itii ittt ettt ettt e et e e e ab e e te e sbeesbeesbeesabesbeesbeesbeesabessbeenbeebeeateens 113
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014 .........ccccoveiuiii ettt sre e 162
Wildlife Management Areas (WIMA) ... ..cvi oottt sttt s beene e besse et e s teeaesbeenaenre s 4
WINTEE TTACK SUNVBY ..ottt ettt ettt st e st e e e st e e tb e besae e besbe et e steaneestesteeneens 39-46
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Wolf, gray (timber)

Survey
00 0101 4o SRR STRSSN 86-92
SCENT POSE INUICES. ...ttt sttt ettt st e s e te et e aeseeenaeeteeneeseeeneene e 31, 38, 38
WINEEE TFACK INTICES ....veiiviie ettt et e e s s e sbe e e st e e sbbe e e eraeeeaees 39, 40, 45

Woodcock, American

SINGING GrouNd SUIVEY FESUIES ......cviiiiiiiiei et 127-131
0] CE=To T aTo N Lo T SRS 127
hunting
AYS AFIEIU ..o e e nns 130
QT LAY AT 130, 157, 158, 159
PIUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt ettt e st e e s e ab e e s s bt e e e s bbb e e e s bbb e e e s eabbeeeseabbeesesabbesesanbbesessasres 158
010l LT o) 41U T 1 =T £ TR 130, 156
L L 1= 40 =] PSSR 157, 158
=101 (0T LT R 129
Wood duck
Breeding POPUIALION .......c.coovviiieiic e 97, 102, 103, 104, 105
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2013-2014 .........ccoiiieiiiiie et sre et e eesee e 162
WOOAPECKET, FEU-NEAAEM. ... ... eee ettt et e st s e beereentesreeeesreaneeseeereeeens 7
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