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Status of Wildlife Populations, Fall 2012

(Including 2002-2012 Hunting and Trapping Harvest Statistics)

This is the 36" year that the DNR has compiled this booklet; it is primarily an administrative
document intended for DNR personnel. Since 1984 we have also generated a companion
volume, Summaries of Wildlife Research Findings, containing annual summaries of activities and
findings from ongoing research projects in the Wildlife Policy and Research Unit. This
publication will be posted on the DNR website and available in other formats upon request. In
the on-line format links are available to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Migratory
Bird Management to access their reports for Waterfowl Population Status; Migratory Bird
Harvest Information Preliminary Estimates; American Woodcock Population Status; and
Mourning Dove Population Status.

Most of the fieldwork associated with collection of census and survey data for farmland, wetland,
and forest wildlife is performed by wildlife biologists and managers (conservation officers also
participate in August roadside counts). The Farmland, Wetland, and Forest Wildlife Population
and Research groups coordinate these activities, analyze and interpret data, and prepare
recommendations for harvest regulations and season setting. Due to staffing changes and
workload considerations some reports were not available at time of publication.

Most of the hunting and trapping harvest estimates are calculated and summarized by St. Paul
central office personnel.

Compiling and publishing this report was funded in part under the Federal Aid in Wildlife

Restoration Act, Minnesota project W-69-S.
\\‘DL]&
Yy @

o) Z

3y Qo
‘ORSS”







TABLE OF CONTENTS

Wildlife Populations And Surveys

FarmIand WILAITE ..ottt steeteeaenreeneenee e 1-26
2012 Minnesota August ROAUSIAE SUIVEY ........cccviiiiiiiiie e siee ettt e e e 3-15
Monitoring Population Trends Of White-Tailed Deer In Minnesota, 2012 ...........cccccccevervvivinnnnnn. 16-26

Carnivore Scent Station Survey And Winter Track INAIiCES ........ccovvvveviiiiiiiiiie e 27-44
Carnivore Scent Station Survey SUMmMary, 2011 .......ccoooiiiiiiiiiee e 29-36
Furbearer Winter Track Survey SUMMary, 2011 ........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiie e 37-44

FOFESE WWIIAIITE ...ttt et e s te s e besreeeesneeneeseesneennens 45-84
Grouse Surveys In Minnesota SPring 2012 .......ccviiiiiiiiiie e 47-56
Prairie-Chicken Survey In Minnesota SPring 2012 ..........cocviiiiiiineiiseesee e 57-63
Registered Furbearer Population Modeling .........ccccvooveiiiiii i 64-77
Aerial MOOSE SUIVEY, 2012 .....ocuiiieiie ettt e st te e e be s e et e te e s e steereebesreeseenteaneeneas 78-83

WEIAN WIIAIITE ...ttt et et sre e aenne e 85-156
2012 Waterfowl Breeding Population Survey MINNESOta............covvvriririneienieieieescse e 87-104
Excerpt from Waterfowl Population Status, 2012 ..........cccccoveviiiiiiiie e 105-109
Minnesota Spring Canada GO0SE SUIVEY, 2012........cccoiiiiiiriii it 110-115
Excerpt from Mourning Dove Population Status, 2012 ..........cccocvvveeviee v 116-120
Excerpt from American Woodcock Population Status, 2012...........cccoveieieiiiniininene e 121-125
Ring-necked duck breeding pair SUIVEY, 2012.........cccceeieeiieiiieie e ee e e 126-137
Estimate Numbers of Breeding Sandhill Cranes in NW Minnesota, 2012 ........c..cccccvevverevvennne. 138-155

Hunting and Trapping Harvest Statistics

HUNTING ¢ttt bbbt b e bt bbbt 157-268
2011 Small Game HuNter Mail SUIVEY..........couiiiieieccec st nree s 159-169
Excerpt from Migratory Bird Harvest Information, 2011: preliminary estimates ................. 170-173
2011 September Canada GO0SE HUNL ..........c.coiuiiiieiic s nree 174-182
2012 Light Goose Conservation Order Harvest ..ot 183-185
2011 Fall Wild Turkey Harvest REPOIT .........cccuviiieiieiecriec e e se e st see e ste e e ennee s 186-193
Spring 2012 Wild Turkey HarveSt REPOIT..........ccviiiiieiiiiiiiie e 194-199
Prairie-Chicken Harvest in Minnesota During 2011........c.ccccovveiiiiineiieesee e e e 200-204
2011 Minnesota Bear HarveSt REPOIT..........coiiiiiiiiicieieises e 205-217
2011 Minnesota Deer Harvest REPOI .......ccvviiiiiieiie e ee e et nree 218-257
2011 Minnesota E1K Harvest REPOIT ........cccoiiiiiiiiiiii e 258-262
2011 Minnesota M00Se Harvest REPOIT ........ccuiiiveiieiec et 263-266
Minnesota Sandhill Crane Harvest REPOIT ..........ccvoiiiiiiiiiieieeeeesse e 267-268

L= o 11 o ST 269-280
2011 Trapper HArVESE SUIMVEY ........coviieiriieiiiiie ettt st ne e nnee s 271-277
Minnesota Fur Buyers Survey for the 2011-12 Hunting and Trapping Season ..........c.cccc.u..... 278-279

REGISTEred TUIDEAIETS .......i it 281-311
Registered Furbearer Harvest Statistics, 2011-12 REPOIt........cccccvvviveieeiieenieeneesre e eree e 233-311



CONTACT INFORMATION

Farmland Wildlife Populations and Research Group
35365 800" Avenue

Madelia, MN 56062-9744

(507) 642-8478

Forest Wildlife Populations and Research Group
1201 East Highway 2

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

(218) 327-4432

Wetland Wildlife Populations and Research
102 23rd Street

Bemidji, MN 56601

(218) 308-2282

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Wildlife Policy and Research Unit
500 Lafayette Road, Box 20

Saint Paul, MN 55155 - 4020
(651) 259-5199



Page
August farmland roadSide SUMNVEY ..........ciiiiiiiiiie et ere 1-26
2012 TAEA. ...ttt h bbb R £t Rt Rt E e Rt n b bRt e b bt e nenbe et 9-11
GrasSIand NADITAL. .........ocveiie e 8
NISTOFICAL SUMIMAIY . .eiiiicie et et e et e e s te e sae e sreesnbe e s beenbeereenteesree e 9-15
WEALNET SUMIMAIY ......ecvei ettt b bbbt et h bbb et b et ettt 4
Badger
Hunting
QT T VL) AR 167, 168
PUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt b ettt s e sb e b e bt s bt et e besneeneesbe et nre s 167
NUMDET OF NUNTETS ... sttt st e te e e saeereenbenne s 165
16 LT o 1= G 40 =] RSP 166, 167
PEIE PIICES ...ttt bbb bbbttt b bbbt b e 278, 279
trapping
A LT PSSO RUPPTRN 277
NUMDBEE OF TFAPPEIS ..vevieeie ettt s et e e st e st e e s e e ste e s teesreesreesneesnbeenseenteesreenrneas 275
TAKE DI TrAPPIET ...ttt bbb bbbttt e 276
Bear
RUNTING NAIVESE FEPOIT ... e e re e ste e st e st e s e e ee e reesreenree e 205-217
RAIVEST ..o 205, 206, 208 212, 213, 214, 215
10 0 oL a0 A1 (=T TP 205, 208, 209
PEIMILS / APPIICANTS. ...ovviieieie et nre s 205, 208, 210, 211
POPUIALION ESHIMALES ... .eiveiiiie ettt sre e s re s e e beesneenreeas 206, 207, 217
SUCCESS. .. e et 206, 208, 209, 213
MANAGEMENT UNITS. ... eiiieieeiieeieeiiesee s se e e e st e s e s e e e e e teesteesreeeseeeseeesreesreesseesneesneeanseenteesreenrenns 207
PEIE PIICES ...ttt bbb bbbttt bbb 278, 279
Beaver
01T L 0] =SS 76, 278, 279
trapping
PAIVEST ...ttt ettt n e Rt Rt bRt e e e bRt naeene e b nne s 277
NUMDEE OF TTAPPETS ...ttt bbb bbbttt st b 275
L6 LN 1= O (o] 0T U 276
Black duck
Preeding POPUIALION .........ooi et sa et sre et e aenre s 96, 97, 98, 99
hunting
harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011 ......oooiiiuiiiiiiiiiee it e e e e st e e e s b b e e e s be s e e sebbessesabbeesesarrenees 171
Bobcat
CArCaSS EXAMINATION GALA........eocvreeieeie et i e ettt e e e e e se e e eeteessesee e eteeeessssaerereeetesssssssraneeeeeesssranes 65, 67, 68
harvest
CLg=T: SR 0] 0L IR (oI = o] o] [ 1o SR 284
[0V ooV 1 Y SR 287, 288, 289
DY MENOO OF TAKE .....cceiece e e e s re e s e e s e s e s e e peenreenreens 292
distribution @among taKErS DY YEAI.........coueiiiiiiiiiie e 291
distribution DY SEX @Nd JALE........ccuieiicii e 290



Bobcat (cont.)

registered take .........ccooceveviieeiiiniieennn, 65, 67, 68, 69, 277, 285, 286, 287, 288, 289, 290, 291, 292
0] L 0] =SSR 67, 278, 279
POPUIALION TALA. ...ttt bt e et nne s 65, 67-69
POPUIALION MOEI ... e nreenres 64, 65, 68-69
survey
SCENT POST INAICES. ..vevveeieeie et e e et e e st e e sbeesneesnbeanbeenreenteenrenas 30, 36, 69
WINEET TTACK INAICES ...vveiiii sttt ettt ettt e e st e e e e s s bt e e e s s bb e e s s sbba e s s sbbaneessabenees 38, 43, 69
Bufflehead
Preeding POPUIALION .......cvi i e nree s 96, 97, 98, 99
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011 ........cccoooiiiriieiee ettt seeees 171
Canvasback
breeding populations
Y 10 g <TTo ] v RO 96, 97, 98, 99
Lo g AN 0 T (o= W 109
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011 ........cccocouiiieiiieiee et esre e seeees 171
Carnivore SCENE SLALION SUMVEY .........eiviiiiierieeeeie sttt e e teesaeste et sreestesteeseesteaseenbesseeseentesneenees 29-36, 65

Cat, domestic

SUIVEY, SCENE POST INAICES ....eeveeiee e sre e sre e snaesneeanes 30, 33, 34, 35
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) ........ooiiiiiiiieie s e et steesreennee s 3,4,5,8
Coot, American

Breeding POPUIALION.........c.ooiiiiiiee et 89, 90, 96-99

hunting

QT T VL) AT 167, 168
a10 gloT=T o) 41U T L =T £ 165
16 LG oL g 01U SRS 166, 167
Cottontail, eastern
hunting
QT T VL) AT 167, 168
a10 gloT=T o) 41U T 1 =T £ 165
16 LG oL g 01U SRS 166, 167

SUIVEY, AUGUSE FOAASTAC ......ecvreieecie e et re e 3,4,6,7,9, 10,11, 14
Coyote

hunting

EET Y1) A 167 168

010 LT o) il a1 T AL =T £ 165

L6 LG 0 1= 410 (T S 166, 167
PEIEPIICE ..ttt bbbt b b bbbttt b ettt bt n e 278, 279
survey

SCENT POSE INUICES. ...veveieieie sttt sttt e e e te e e sreeteesbesreereenreaneens 30, 33, 34,35

WINTEE TFACK INTICES ..ottt ettt e e e e e ettt e e e e e se et eeeeessese b e e eeeeessseseebaeeeeeeessannnnes 38, 39, 44

Vi



Coyote (cont.)

trapping
PAIVEST .. ettt bbbt bt bt et bt st e et e b nre s 277
NUMDET OF TFAPPETS ...ttt bbbt bbbttt b n e 275
L6 LGl O 1c O (0] 0T SRS 276
Crane, sandhill
A T SR 267-68
survey
AN Lo U A 0= Vo ] o [ TSSO 3,7,9, 10, 11
breeding population in NW MINNESOLa ........ccccoeeiieiiiiiiiir et 138-155
Crow, American
hunting
L EET Y=Y TR 167, 168
NUMDET OF NUNTETS ... et e et e besre e b e teeeeseeereenbenne s 165
L6 LG 1= 40 (=T S 166, 167
Deer, white-tailed
POPUIALION TFBINUS ...ttt b bbbttt e 16-26
MANAGEMENT UNILS ..veiveeieeiec e sre e s s e e e e et e e te e s r e sse e e seeesteesteesaaesneesnreeseenreenrees 17-19, 20
PEIIMIIT AIBAS ...tttk bbb bbbt bbbt b bt bbb b e s et b bbb nb b n e 21
Pre-fFaWnINg AEEI AENSITY .......iiieeie e er e e s e s e s e te e teesreesreeaneeeneens 22-26
RUNEING NAIVESE TEPOIT ...ttt 218-257
archery Narvest DY PEIMIT @rEa..........cueiuieieeii et sre e nnee e 229-232
archery harvest by bonus and disease management PErMIt areas............ccooervevrinerenereneneeneenns 231
archery landowner harvest DY Permit are@.........cccocvevve e 232
archery Special NUNTS SUMMAIY.......co.oiiiiiiie e 232
LT T 1 =10 I A UL ] 6T 221, 239, 240-241
firearms harvest DY Permit area .........ccocvviveiverenieere e 221, 222-225, 240-241
firearms bonus and disease management harvest by permit area.........c.cccccevevevieevievieieenne. 226, 227
firearms landowner harvest DY Permit @rea...........ccooeieiiiiiiii e 228
firearms special NUNT SUMIMANY ........ccoviiiiie et e e snee e 227
firearms YOuth RUNT SUMMAIY ..o 237
NAIVESE QNG SUCCESS TALES ....vvvvieiieeeieeitrreiteeesssessrbeetteeessseesrareeetessssseesrarteeresssesssreseresesssnnssnns 220, 240
NArVeSt PEr SQUAIE ML .......c.oiiiiiieie e 222-225
[T eT T Yo ] [0 I =T U 1) SR 220
[1CENSES SOIA (AICNEIY) ...ttt 220
muzzleloader harvest DY PErMIt @rea .........ccccvcviiieiieic e 233-236
muzzleloader bonus permit harvest by permit area ...........ccccvvvvvviiiinciiies e 233-234, 235
muzzleloader landowner harvest by Permit area...........ccccvveieiiieriie e 236
muzzleloader SPeCial PEIMIT AIBA..........c.eiiieiiiiiieit et 236
total deer harvest DY PErMIt area .........coccve e e s 238-239
ZONES / PEIMIT AIEAS .....vevetiete ekttt ettt skttt bbbt b bbbt b et b ettt ettt nn e 219
lottery distributions
antlerless lottery distribution, 2011 ..........cocviiiiiiie e 245-249
firearms special permit area lottery distribution ..., 253-255
muzzleloader special permit area lottery distribution ...........cccccoocviieiiiiiiiicnnnnenn, 250-252, 256, 257
12T L 0 ot S 278, 279
SUIVEY, AUQUSE FOAASTAE .....eveiveeeiecie ettt nne s 3,4,6,7,9, 10,11, 15

Vii



Dog, domestic

SUIVEY, SCENE POSE INTICES ...c.veivieieieeeie ettt sttt see e sreeneenee e 30, 33, 34, 35
Dove, mourning
breeding POPUIBLION SUIVEY ........ocviiiie ettt e sre e sre e e e aneeanes 116-120
hunting
EET Y1) A 167, 168
010l LT o) 41U T 1 =T £ 165
16 LT 1= G 40 =] TSR 166, 167
SUIVEY, AUGUSE FOAASTAC .......veieeeie ettt st ee e 3,6,7,9, 10,11, 15
Duck stamp sales
Minnesota (federal and STALE) ........ccveiieiiiiii e nre e 168
Ducks
breeding populations
1Y LT T =T - 87-104
(N[0 g AN 2 LT [or: VTR 108-109
hunting
harvest
Y TR T AT 0 - TR 166, 167, 168
NONFESIAENES 1N IMINMNESOTA ....eoievviiie ettt e e st e e e s et e e s s e b b e e e s sbbe e e s sbbeeessanres 169
take per huNter, MINNESOLA .......cccvveie e e e snee s 165, 166
TOP 10 SLALES, 2000 ...iiiiiiieiieiieee ettt nb et e e ae e ns 172
number of hunters
Y T aT g < o v TR 165, 172
NONFESIAENES TN IMINNESOLA ....ccivvveii et e s s e b e e e s e bbe e e s ebbe e e s enres 169
Mississippi flyway
e R Al 1] 01 =] £ 172
PUNEEE TAYS ...ttt 172
tOP 10 STALES, 2010 ...ieiieeiiiee et e e e e nnes 172
Elk
PAIVESE FEPOIT ...ttt bbbttt b bbb 258-262

Ermine (see Weasel)

Fisher
CaArCaSS EXAMINATION GALA........ccvvreeieeie et i ettt et e et s e st et eesssa s e e treeesssasaabereresesssaasssbareeesessssansens 65, 70-72
0L A o] o0 S URST 70, 278, 279
QLo oLV =V {0 g I = - VUSRI 65, 70-72
POPUIALION MOUEI .....eeeieieceee e e e steere e besreeseesreaneens 64, 65, 70-72
trapping
Areas OPEN O TFAPPING ..vvvevereiitirtiete ettt ettt b bbb et b bt b ettt nn e 284
diStribUtION @MONG TAKELS ... .eeiieiiece ettt esr e re e e ee e sre e sreesneesneeanns 297
registered take .........ccocvvveiienenin e 65, 70, 71, 72, 277, 285, 286, 293, 294, 295, 296, 297
tAKE DY COUNLY ..o e st sae e s 239, 294, 295
take DY COUNLY @NG SEX ..viiiiiiiieiie ettt 294

viii



16l YA LI L0 - PSR 296

Survey, WInter traCk iNAICES .......viveiieieie et nee s 37, 38, 39, 43, 65, 72
Fox, gray
hunting
EE VY1) A 167, 168
010l TCT o) il 41U 01 =T £ 165
16 LT 1= G 40 =] TSR 166, 167
PUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt ettt e e sttt e e s sttt e e e sttt e e s sab b e e e s s aba e e e e sabbbeeesabbbesssabbassesabbassesabbbeeesbraneas 167
0] L 0 o= RSSO 278, 279
trapping
TS T Y1) A 277
NUMDET OF TFAPPETS ...tttk b bbbt b et st nnen e 275
L6 Ll O Lc O (o] 0T SRS 276
Fox, red
hunting
L EET Y=Y TR 167, 168
010 LT o) il a1U A1 =T £ 165
L6 LG 1= 40 (=T S 166, 167
NUNTEE SUCCESS ....vveie ettt ettt e ettt e sttt e s sttt e e sttt e e e st b e e e e sbae e s e sabbeeeesabbaesesabbaasesabbessesbeeesesbreneas 167
01T L 0] =SSR 278, 279
survey
SCENT POST INAICES. ...evvieiie et e et e e e e e ee e sre e sreesneesneesnnas 30, 33, 34, 35
WINEET TTACK INTICES ...vveiie sttt sttt ettt ettt sttt e e st e e e e s bt e e s e sbb e e s e sbbaesesbbaseessarenees 37, 38, 39
trapping
QT LAV AT 277
NUMBEE OF TFAPPEIS ..vevieeie ettt s et e st e st e e st e e ste e steesreesreesneesnteenreenteesreenrneas 275
TAKE DI TrAPPIET ...ttt bbbttt bbbt 276
FUTDUYEIS SUINVEBY ...ttt bbbkttt bttt ettt bbb 278-279
Gadwall
breeding populations,
1Y g A< v TSR 87, 90, 96, 97, 98, 99
Lo g N 0 T [ W 108
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011 ........cccocoveiiieiiee et esre e e ens 171

Gallinules (see Rails and Gallinules)

Goldeneye
o] CC=To [ TaTo N o o] o 01 F= U o] o ISR 96, 97, 98, 99
hunting harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011 .........ccooviieiiiieieri e se e e e sreereeaenre s 171
Goose, Canada
Hunting
September early SEaS0N, 2011 ......coviiiiiiiiieiee e 174-182
[ EE T V=T Y, [T a1 g T=TYo ] - TR 167 168, 173,174
NAIVESE DY FIYWAY ... bbbt 173
01U C=] 0 -SSRSO 173
NUMDBEr Of NUNTEIS, IMINNESOLA. .......eeviiieeiie ittt e e s et e e s ebra e e e seareeees 165, 173, 174



number of hunters, NONTESIAENT IN MINNESOLA .....ovvvveiiceiie ettt e s e st e e s e e s srreees 169

PUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt sttt ettt sttt ettt st et s e st e s e bt s st e eeeteeseesbeebeentesneeneesbeeneeseesneensenneas 167
Goose, Canada (cont.)
take per NUNTEr, MINNESOLA .........cccieieieeeee e 166, 167, 173
take Per NONIESIAENT NUNTEE .....ocvvi i re e e e eeaes 169
TOP 10 STAES, 20LL ...ttt b e bt e bt e rb et e nbe e nbe e nhe e nnne b nes 173
breeding populations
Eastern Prairie Population breeding survey, 1971-72 thru 2011-12..........ccccovvviieieienienns 105, 106
MINNESOLA ...t 87, 89, 90, 94, 92, 96, 97, 98, 99, 102-103
SUIVEY, SPriNG POPUIALTION ...ttt ettt 110-115
Goose, other than Canada
hunting
L A MY, [T L0 - TR 167, 168
NUMDET OF NUNTELS ...ttt sttt st e be et see b e nbenneas 165
(6 LG oL g 01U ] SRS 166, 167
PUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt ettt b e et ettt e e s b sbeebe e besbeeneenbeeneeseeereenbenneas 167
Light gO0SE CONSEIVALION OFUET .......oviiviiiieiceee e 183-185

Grouse, ruffed

hunting
QT TV AT 167, 168
a10gloT=T o) 41U T L (=T £ 165
NUMDBET OF NONIESIAENT NUNTEIS .....vveiiee sttt e e e st e e e e s ebae e e e sebbbeeesbreeees 169
AT (e S U ToT oL 167
(6 LG oL 01U S S 166, 167
take Per NONIESIAENT NUNTEE ........ei ittt sre e s e s e nes 169

SUPVEY, SPIINQ ¢ttt bbbt b bbb e e et h ekt b bt bbbt e et bt bttt 47-56, 57

Grouse, sharp-tailed

hunting
QT T VL) AT 167, 168
a1l LT o) 41U T L (=1 £ 165
16 LG oL g 01U PSS 166, 167
AT = G U ToT oL 167

SUPVEY, SPIINQ ¢tttk kbt bt bbb e b bbb e bbbt e e e bt bt bbbt n et et 47-56

Grouse, spruce

hunting
QT T VL) AT 167, 168
a1l LT o) 41U T L (=1 £ 165
16 LG 0T a1V SRS 166, 167
PUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt ettt s et e s st e e s sttt e e s s b b e e s s s aba e e s s sab b e e e s sabbeesssabbasssssbbessesabaessssabrenes 167

Hare, snowshoe

hunting
EET Y=Y SRR TTRTRTRTR 167, 168
010 LT o) il a1 AL =T £ 165
16 LG 0 1= G 410 (T S 166, 167
NUNTEE SUCCESS ....ivveiee sttt e s ettt e e ettt e e sttt e s st et e e e st et e e e sabb e e e e sbaeeeesabseeeesabeaeeesbaassesbbeesesaseaesesasrenes 167



SUIVEY, WINTEE trACK INAICES.....uveieiiieie ettt e sre e e 37, 38, 39, 44
Hunters, deer

PUNTING SUCCESS ...ttt sttt sttt ettt et et ste e s e beste et e sbeaseesaeateenbesteeneenbeseeeneenne e 220, 221

licenses Sold (FIrearms, @rChEIY) . ..o e ae e nre e 220

Hunters, small game

T YY) T 167, 168
Lot EST =TT | 1= 162, 164
IMAIT SUINVBY ...t b bt bbbttt b bbb e be e 159-169
numbers hunting and NOL NUNTING ......ooovviiii et esrne s 162
L6 LGN 0T gl 010 ] SR 166, 167
SUCCESS FALES ..vvvveeeieeiietttreeeee e e e e eeib b e et e e e e s st b e e e eeeeesesaabbaseeseeessabb e baeeeeeese s abbabaseeeeesesssbabeeeseeesesasbbbnneeeeeas 167

Hunters, nonresident small game

QECT VL) T 169
Lot TSR0 ] o TR 169
MAT] SUNVEY TESPONSE ...tttk bbbt b bt bbb b et et e bt e bt b e e 169
INAIGO DUNTING ...ttt bbbt b ettt b bbbt sn e 7
Jackrabbit, white-tailed
hunting
QT TV AT 167, 168
AT (e S U ToT oL 167
010 LT o) il 41U AL (=T £ 165
L6 LG 1= G 410 (=T S 166, 167
SUIVEY, AUGUSE FOAASTAR .....c.veivreeeiie ettt nne e 3,4,6,7,9, 10,11, 14
Lynx
trapping
FEQISTEIEU NANVESE, .. .vivviiiieie sttt et et s e sbeate e besreesbesteeneesteeneenbennes 277

Mallard (domestic)
hunting
L AL A\, [T e L]0 - TS 171

Mallard (wild)
breeding populations

1Y TaT <o v F TSR 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 96-101

Lo g N 0 T [ W 108
hunting

harvest, MiNNESOLa, 2010-201L .....ooiooreeiieee ettt e e e ettt e e e e s s e e e e eesssse e reteeessseserrerererees 171

Marten, pine

CaAICASS EXAMINALION QATA......ciiveeeeiireieesiieiee s st eeeeesereeee s st ereessebeeesesabeeesesabsaesesasasesesasbsesesasbaesesssbeesesssreeees 73
01T L 0] =S 73, 278, 279
POPUIALION TALA. ...ttt bbbttt nbe e 66, 73-75
POPUIALION MOEN ......ciieciece e e s e e sreeenee s 64, 65, 66, 73-75
trapping

Xi



Areas OPEN O trAPPING ..eoveieeieiteeie it ettt ste ettt te et et e e st e te e st e s reete e besteess e beaseessesteensesreeseensennes 284

distribution of harvest amONg taKES.........cccviiiii i 302, 303
Marten, pine (cont.)
registered NArVESL..........cocveviii i 66, 73, 74, 75, 277, 285,286, 298-303
tAKE DY COUNLY ..o e 298, 299, 300
take DY COUNTY @NG SEX ...viiiitiieiie et 299
taKE DY JALE BN SEX ..viiiiieiiciie e et ns 301
WINEET TTACK INAICES ... vviiie ittt ettt e s s e e s s e e e s s bt e e e s s sbbe e e s s sbbae e s eanres 37, 38, 39, 43, 75
YV 0] 1o SR 92, 95, 107, 109
Merganser, hooded
Preeding POPUIALION .........viie e e nree s 96, 97, 98, 99
hunting
harvest, MinNNEsota, 2010-201L ......ooccureiiieiee ittt et e e e e et e e e e s se e erreessssee b e s eeeresssessrrerereeees 171
Merganser, other than hooded
Preeding POPUIALION .........ooi ittt sre et e nre s 96, 97, 98, 99
hunting
harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011 .......oooiiiuiiiiiiiiie e siree e e e st e e e s b e e e e s be e s e sbbeesesebbseeesarrenes 171
Mink
OS] L 0] =SSR 278, 279
trapping
PAIVEST ...ttt bRt b bRt et et et naeene et nne s 277
NUMDEE OF TFAPPETS ...ttt bbbttt b bbb 275
L6 LT O 1= O (o] 0T U 276
Moose
00 ) T RSOSSN 263-266
FE TV PP 263, 264, 265
0T TR T=T: SRR 263, 264, 266
QLT AT =T o] o= U o] 4 USSR 263, 264, 265
PEITNIES ISSUB ... eve ettt sttt sttt et ste e s e te s e e saesbeeseenaesneenaenreeneenre e 263, 264, 265
DALY SUCCESS. ... .vveeeteeesteeeseteessteeesseeesteeessteessseeasseeessteeessseesseeesnsasesstesaseeesseeesnsenessenesnenes 263, 264, 265
survey, aerial — POPUIAtION ESTIMALES. ..........ciiiiiiiiii e 78-83
Muskrat
OS] L 0] =SSOSO 278, 279
trapping
PAIVEST ..ttt b Rt Rt Rt e bt Rt e e e be et naeere e b nre s 277
NUMDEE OF TTAPPETS ...ttt bbbttt nen s 275
16 LGN 1= O (o] 0T S 276
Opossum
PIE PIICES ...ttt bt b bbb bbbttt bbbt b 278, 279
trapping
PAIVEST ..ottt b e b et e e ebe e e e be e be e sheesheeaabesabe e be e beenteeateens 277
NUMDBEE OF TFAPPETS «.vetie ettt et e st e st e e e st e e see e sreesbeesreesneesnteenteenteesreesrnens 275
1L R 0L R o] 1] OO T TP R PR PTTRPPP 276
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Otter

0] A ] o0 SRS 76, 278, 279
QLo o0 L=V To] g I = - TSP P PSSRSO 66, 76-77
POPUIALION MOUEL ... et teere et sre e e nneaneens 64, 66, 76-77
trapping
Ar€a OPEN 1O TFAPPING ... veveteeteete ettt b bbbt b ettt b bt 284
AiStribULION @MONG TAKETS ... .eeiiieiie et e e e e sbe e sre e e e anaeanes 311
registered take .......ccceoevviiine i 66, 76, 77, 277, 285, 286, 304, 305-306, 307-309
taKe DY COUNLY ..o 304, 305-306, 307-309
take DY COUNTY @NG SEX ....viiiiieiee e 305-306
taKE DY 0ALE BN SEX ..viiiiieiiciee e e ns 310
Partridge, gray
hunting
L EET Y=Y TR 167, 168
NUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt e ettt e e sttt e e sttt e s sttt e e s st be e s e s ba e e s e sabbaeeesabbaesesabaassesabbassesbaeeeesbrennas 167
a10gloT=T o) 41U T L =T £ 165
(6 LG oL g 01U USRS 166, 167
SUIVEY, AUGUSE FOAUSTAC ......ecveeie ettt e e ee e e 3,4,6,9,10, 11, 13
Pelt prices of furbearers, 2002-03 thru 2011-12.......c.cccoviiiiiiiecece e e 278-279
Pheasant, ring-necked
hunting
L EET V7<) TR 13, 167, 168
harvest Dy NONTeSIAENT NUNTEIS .........oouiiiiiiec s 169
PIUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt ettt et e e st e e s s b et e s s s b b e e s e sab b e e e e sabbeesssabbaesssabbessesabaeeessbreneas 168
010 LT o) il 41U T AL =T £ 165
NUMDBEr OFf NONFESIAENT NUNLETS ....vveiiiieeiee et s b e e e s s bb e e e s s breee s 169
16 LG oL g 01U SRS 166, 167
take Per NONIESIAENT NUNTEE ......c.eiiii e sre e sre e sre e s e sneeenes 169
survey
August roadside
AQFICUITUTal FEGION GALA ... ..veveeeeetee e 3,4
birds observed per 100 mMiles driVeN ........ccccoveiieieeriecse e 3,5,9, 10, 11, 13
broods
observed per 100 MileS AriVEN........cccveiiiiiiiie e 3,5,6,9
0DSErVed Per 100 NEBNS......c.iiiiiiiee s 9
cocks observed per 100 MIleS ArVEN .......ccvviiee et 509
QT L (o] IR0 - L =TT 56,9
hens observed per 100 MIlES ArIVEN........ciiiiiieeie e se e re e e reesreesree s 59
PHeasant STAMP SAIES .......co.iiiiii bbbt n e 168

Pintail, Northern
breeding populations

Y FTaT 0= v TR 69, 97, 98, 99
Lo g N 0 T L= VT 109
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011.........cccociviiiiiiiiiee e sreens 171
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Ponds, May (Minnesota, North Central U.S. and Prairie Canada) ............cccocvveviievivnvnnnnnns 92, 95, 107, 109
Prairie chicken, greater

survey
HUNTEE NAIVEST ... bbbttt bbb b et 200-204
T 0] 1o [ ST T PP PR VPP TP PPPPR 57-63

hunting
APPHCANTS ...ttt 201, 202
area OPEN 0 NUNTING ...c.oo i e e e sre e e e sreesneeanes 204
QT TV AR 201, 203
JOLEEIY TESUILS ... ettt e e e ee e nre e e 201, 202
number of Permits aVailabIe ............cooiiiii s 201, 202
NUMDBEr OF PEIMILS ISSUBH ....vviieiiiie et et e e e e beesreenrne s 201, 202
SUCCESS T ... 201, 203

Rabbit (see Cottontail, eastern; Hare, snowshoe; and Jackrabbit, white-tailed)

Raccoon
hunting
QT T VL) AR 167, 168
harvest by NONreSident NUNTEIS ..........oo i 169
NUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt e ettt e sttt e e sttt e e sttt e e s st b e e s e s ba e s s e sabbbeeesabbaesesabbeasesabbassesbebesesrreneas 167
a10gloT=T o) 41U T L (=T £ 165
NUMDBET OF NONIESIAENT NUNTEIS .....vveiiee sttt e e e st e e e e s ebae e e e sebbbeeesbreeees 169
L6 LG 1= 40 (=T S 166, 167
take pPer NONIESIAENT NUNTET ..o 169
01T L 0] o= RSSO 278, 279
trapping
L EE LAY A 277
NUMDEE OF TTAPPETS ...ttt bbb bbbttt ettt b 275
L6 LT 1= O (o] 0T S 276
SUIVEY, SCENE POSE INTICES ...c.vivieieitieiie sttt sttt e e e e e e ste et estesreeneenneenee e 30, 33-35
Rails/gallinules
hunting
T TV AR 167, 168
PIUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt ettt et e e s sttt e e s s b b e s e s b b e e e e sab b e e e e sabbaeessabbaesesabbessssabaeesesabreneas 167
010 oLl o) a1 TR 1 =T £ 165
L6 LT 1= G 410 (T RS 166, 167
Redhead
breeding populations
1Y T RT AT 0) - TR 87, 90, 96, 97, 98, 99
Lo g N L LT [or: VTR 109
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011..........ccccvieiiiiieie e rre e e e sre e s e s e sae e reenre e reesreeas 171
T R CeT =0 I (U 0T =] (SR 283-311
QTS T VL] TP 285
[oTo oLV L =V T g 18 T To [=1 1] T SO 64-77
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Reinvest in MiINNESOta (RIM) ........oiiiiiiii et e sbe e re et te e e te b e saeeneentenre s 5,8

Ring-necked duck

breeding POPUIALION .........oovie e 87, 90, 96, 97, 98, 99
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011.........cccceiieiiiiiieie e nreesreesreeas 171
SUNVEY, DIEEAING PAITS ...ttt re s 126-137
Ruddy duck
Preeding POPUIALION .......c.vi e s e e e e nree s 96, 97, 98, 99
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011.........cccoiiiieiieiiee e see st e seeees 171
SANANITT CTANE ..t e e st e e s s b e e s s st b e e e s sbb b e e e s st aeeessabaeeessabeneesins 3,7,9, 10, 11
PAIVEST ...t bbb bbb Rt b R bbbt e b b e bt e 267-268
survey, breeding population in NW MINNESOTA ..........ccoviiiiiiriiiiiieiesese e 138-155
SANAPIPET, UPIANT ...t b bbbttt bbbt 7

Scaup, greater / lesser
breeding populations

IMIINNESOLA ©.vvveecieieee ettt 87, 90, 91, 92, 96, 97, 98, 99, 102-103
Lo 1 AN 0 T (7= VSR 109
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011 ........cccocoviiiiiiiieee et re e e ees 171

Scent post survey (see Carnivore scent station survey )

Scoter
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011..........ccceiieiiiiiiiie e e e e e e ae e e nreesreesreeas 171

Shoveler, northern
breeding populations

1Y T LTS0S 87, 90, 96, 97, 98,

Lo g N LT [or: VR TRRRRTR 109
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011.........ccccciiieiiiiiieie e e e e st e e be e nreesreesreeas 171

R a1 ST 0] 1011 o o R 7

Skunk, spotted

trapping
PAIVEST ...ttt ettt n e Rt Rt bRt e e e bRt naeene e b nne s 277
NUMDEE OF TTAPPETS ..ttt bbb bbbttt st nen e 275
L6 LN 1= O (o] 0T U 276
Skunk, striped
PIE PIICES ..ttt bbbttt b bbb bbbt b bbb b s 278, 279
survey
SCENT POSE INUICES. .. eeviivieiecte ettt et e esbestaesaesreeneesbesteenbenne s 30, 33, 34, 35
trapping
AT Y= SRRSO 277
NUMDBEE OF TFAPPETS «.vetie ettt et e st e st e e e st e e see e sreesbeesreesneesnteenteenteesreesrnens 275
1L R 0L R o] 1] OO T TP R PR PTTRPPP 276
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Snipe, common

hunting
EE VY1) A 167, 168
PUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt ettt ettt e e sttt e e s sttt e e e sttt e e s sab b e e e s s aba e e e e sabbbeeesabbbesssabbassesabbassesabbbeeesbraneas 167
010l o L= o) 41U T L (=T £ 165
(6 LG 0T g 01U SRS 166, 167
Squirrel, fox
hunting
T LAV LE) AT 167, 168
A1 e R ool 167
010l TET o) 41U T 1 =T £ 165
L6 LT 1= 40 (T RS 166, 167
Squirrel, gray
hunting
L EET V7<) PR 167, 168
NUNTEE SUCCESS ....vveie ettt ettt e ettt e sttt e s sttt e e sttt e e e st b e e e e sbae e s e sabbeeeesabbaesesabbaasesabbessesbeeesesbreneas 167
a10gloT=T o) 41U T L =T £ 165
(6 LG oL g 01U OSSR 166, 167
T (U0 o] (=] TSRS 7,91

Teal, blue-winged
breeding populations

IMIINNESOLA. ...veeee ittt 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100-01
Lo g AN 1 T (o= WS 108
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011.........cccocoviiiiiieiiee ettt esre e e seeeees 171

Teal, green-winged
breeding populations

Y 1o <o v TR 96, 97, 98, 99
N o a1 4T or USRS 108
hunting
harvest, MinNNESota, 2010-201L ......ooccreeiiiie ittt e e e e er e e e s s see b erreessssee b e s ereresssessrrerererees 171
Trappers
IVIET SUNVY ...t b bbbttt b bbbttt b s 271-277
PAIVEST ...ttt ettt e bRt bttt Rt Rt bt Rt R e Rt Rt e bt eRe e et ebe e e nbeere et nre s 277
Lo QT cIET 1= TR 271, 274, 277
MAIT SUPVEY FESPONSE ... vevveeuteeteesteesteestteesteesteesteesseessteasteesteebeesseeaseeaseeeteesteesaeesseesnsessseesseessensrenas 273,274
NUMDEE TFAPPING ..ottt bbbt s et bbbt b e b et e e et e e bbb bbb e 274, 275
L6 LG 1= (o] 0T PSS 276
Turkey, wild
L= | a0 T T To R SRS 186-193
RAIVEST ... e 186, 187, 188-89, 190-91, 193
PEIITIES ...ttt ettt e s be e sresta et nreene e e e 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 193
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SUCCESS FALE.....cciiieeeieeieee e 186, 187, 188-89, 190-91

Turkey, wild (cont.)

SPriNG NUNEING, 2012 ...t b et b e 194-199
area open t0 NUNEING DY ZONE........uv i 198
EE VL) TSR 194 195, 199
01T 11T SRRSO 194, 195, 199
NUMDBEr OF PEISONS NUNTING ...ttt 194
SUCCESS FALE ...ttt ettt ettt ettt b e b e bbbt s bttt e bt e b e e bt e e b et e ne e e b e e nb e e sbeenneennnesnnes 194, 196, 197

Waterfowl (see Ducks; duck by species name; Geese; and Hunters, waterfowl)

Waterfowl Production Aras (WPA) ........ei ettt e et s e st e s e be e be e beenteesneeeneeenneens 5
Weasel, long-tailed
PIE PIICES ...ttt bbbt b bbbttt bbb 278, 279
trapping
A LT PSSP SOPPTRN 277
NUMDBEE OF TFAPPEIS ..vevieeie ettt et s b et e e es e e e ste e sre e sreesreesneeanteenseenteesreenrneas 275
TAKE DI TrAPPIET ...ttt bbb bbbttt e 276
VTR TRt (o ST Lo Lot TR 39, 44

Weasel, short-tailed

PIE PIICES ...ttt bbb bbbttt bbbt 278, 279
trapping

Y= SR SSSTSST 277

NUMBEE OF TFAPPEIS ..vevieeie ettt s et e st e st e e st e e ste e steesreesreesneesnteenreenteesreenrneas 275

TAKE DI TrAPPIET ...ttt bbb bbbttt 276

VTR TRt (o ST Lo Lot TR 39, 44

Wetland Reserve Program (WRP)........oii i ae st ae e be et e nte e snaesneeeneens 5

Wigeon, American
breeding populations

Y TR T 1T 0 ) - TR 96, 97, 98, 99
Lo g AN G LT [or: VTR 108
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011 .........cccciiiiiiiiiie e ee e e st e e e e nreesreesreeas 171
Wildlife Management Areas (WIMA) .......oo ettt ae e te e st e e s e s e e be e teesteesneeeneeeneens 5
L AT T = T STV Y SR 37-44, 65
Wolf, gray (timber)
survey
SCENE POST INMAICES. .eevveitieeie et se et e e e s e e s s e se e s e e te e be e be e beeateeaneeeseeeneeesreesreenneesneesnes 30, 36
WINEEE TFACK INTICES .. vveiiei it e sttt ettt ettt e sttt e e sttt e e st e e e s e s abteesesabteeeesasaeesesasbaeeesasreenes 37, 39, 43

Woodcock, American
SINGING GrouNd SUPVEY FESUILS .....eiiveiiieiie et e sre e sre e sre e s e s e e reeneeneees 121-125
(o= To Lo To g Lo [T TSP TP PRSPV PPN 121
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Woodcock, American (cont.)

hunting
(0 F2 A3 Ui L= [ SRR 124
EE TV TR 124, 167, 168
PIUNTEE SUCCESS ...ttt et s bt s bt e e e s b e s et b b e e s e sab b e e e e sabbee e s sabbaesesabbessesabbeeeesbreneas 167
010l L=l o) 41U T A1 =T £ TR 124, 165
16 LT 1= G 40 =] TSR 166, 167
(=10 (0 110 LT 0L T 123
Wood duck
Breeding POPUIALION ........coviiiiee e 87, 90, 96, 97, 98, 99
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2010-2011 ........cccoooiiiiiiiiee ettt seeees 171
WOOAPECKEN, FEU-NEAUEM........c.viieiiieee ettt be s e b e teestesaeereenbesaeaneenre e 7
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