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The Reality of Change and The Future of Hunter Education 
By Capt. Mike Hammer  

The society we live in is under constant change  and evolution and has been so for 
millennia. The cause for change is not a result of individual action but is the result 
ƻŦ ŀ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ  ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǎƻŎƛπ
ety views our/your Hunter Education Firearms Safety Course. But first we must all 
understand what some of these shifts are and how they affect Hunter Education. 
 
What are these societal shifts? The first and foremost is time. The time demands on 
youth and their parents are phenomenal. Kids and parents have to pick very care-
Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘƻΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛȊŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ  
aŀƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜŀƭ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ  {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ 
for it.  So how has this shift affected our education program?   Our 12-14 hour 
classroom Hunter Education  Firearms Safety Course is very time consuming when 
ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƳπ
mitment and the travel time involved to deliver our Hunter Education messages to 
youth and adults are not what society wants anymore. We must adapt to this shift 
now because we are increasingly missing  the opportunity to get future hunters in-
volved at a crucial time in their lives.  
 
Another societal shift now allows us to deliver these messages in a different, more 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ  ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ  ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ  IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ 
modern classroom? Computers and the internet are woven into learning starting 
with elementary school. Computers have replaced paper, pencils and crayons. 
PowerPoints and on-line courses have replaced teacher delivered lectures. Just 
look at the popularity and success of the CD based ATV and Snowmobile Safety 
Training Programs, On-line Boating Safety Courses and now the unimaginable 
popularity of the HunterExam Course. Technology and computers 
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WINTER- 2010 

Camp Ripleyõs Believe It or Not?    A middle aged man Iôll call LUCKY was posting 
as part of a party of seven hunters who were making a deer drive in a slug zone.  A 
deer got up during the drive and ran ahead while several of the drivers shot at the 
deer.  The poster was beyond the deer in the line of fire of the drivers who could not 
see or forgot where the poster was at. A 12GA slug from one of the drivers shots 
grazed the posterôs head and severed a portion of his ear...   
      Many things went wrong hereé All were preventable...They All were LUCKYé. 
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The NRA weighs-in on  the need for CHANGE      Page  8  
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Cont. on page 4 



Instructors:  

Please DO NOT HOLD CER-
TIFICATES OR TEMPORARIES 

from your 11 Year old Stu-

dents.   

ALWAYS ISSUE Upon Suc-

cessful Course Completion...   

Their Certificate becomes valid 

at age 12 .  Thanks  

Each Conservation Officer has 
computer projectors and DVD/
VCR players for you to use for your 
course.  Some also come with 
computers. Please take advantage 
of this user -friendly equipment. 
Bring the latest technology to your 
classroom . 

Please remember that you MUST 
submit your order for supplies at 
least 30 days prior to the start 
date of your class.  This insures 
that you will receive your supplies 
well before the starting date.  
Please check your supplies imme-
diately upon receipt and notify us 
if there is something missing. 

            *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Please remember to check the age 
of your students prior to the start 
of your class. Several rosters were 
again received with students who 
could not lawfully be in the class 
because they were too young.   

           *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

Please call or e-mail us with any 
questions or comments that you 
have.  Your comments and sug-
gestions help us to provide better 
service to you and your students. 

        *  *  *  *   *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Please insure that checks written 
for courses are properly filled 
out. We have received numerous 
checks that are not signed.  
Banks will not accept unsigned 
checks. 

             *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

In 2010 over 22,500  students 
were certified in Hunter Educa-
tion Youth Firearms Safety.   

            *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

The new prerequisites for instruc-

tor training are working greaté 

Check out the instructor web site.  

IHEA INSTRUCTOR  

DISCOUNTS  

Below are just a few of the 23 compa-

nies that can be found on the IHEA 

Instructor Special Offer page on the 

IHEA web site at: 

www.ihea.com  

Hunter Safety Systems -Full body 

Harness 1-877-296-3528 

Alan Madison Productions DVD/

Videos 1-887-404-3311 

Henry Repeating Arms Company 
.22 rifles both Lever and Bolt action 

718-499-5600  or  

www.henryrepeating.com 
 

Check out all  of these dis-
counts and the IHEA on -line 
store at www.ihea.com.  All 
these companies and the IHEA 
fully support you and what you 
do for youth and hunter edu-

cation . 

 

Federal Cartridge Company  Has 
training aids available for purchase. 
For more info, contact Ryan Bronson 
at 763-323-3872 or  

ryan.bronson@atk.com 
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Reminders from Ripley/Notices/Special Offers  

Please Help!!! 
The Independent Study Instructor 

List on our website needs to be up-

dated.  Please go to: 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/

firearms_isa/index.html  and click 

on the volunteer instructor (pdf) to 

access the list.  Please find your 

name and verify the information.  

E-mail any phone number or e-

mail address changes to 

donna.schulz@state.mn.us. If you 

wish to be removed from the list, 

please send Donna an e-mail. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
Our E -MAIL  

 Address Has Changed  
To: 

      enforcement.education@state.mn.us  
 

Just drop dnr out of the  
previous address or all new  

e-mails to staff.  
Call if you have questionsé.  

Ron Harmon Sr.  
MFIA President  
6528 53rd Street North  
Oakdale,  MN  55128  
Home: 651 -770-3203    
Cell: 612 -308-7646 
E-mail: 
ron_harmonsr@yahoo.com  

Franklin  Flack  
MVSIA Interim President  
Home: 763 -323-8601 
Cell: 612 -309-9370  
E-mail: fflack@comcast.net  
 

IMPORTANT    

Attention Firearms Safety  
Independent Study Instructors  

(16 and Older Course)   
 
The IHEA online course has been 
replaced with the HunterExam 
online course.  The Process for 
certification remains the same. 
Students will be required to pre-
sent their HunterExam Range and 
Field Day Voucher and MN spe-
cific exercises before being al-
lowed to take the exam and par-
ticipate in Range Day activities.  
Your students will be better pre-
pared because of this change. 

Instructor Organizations  

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/firearms_isa/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/firearms_isa/index.html
mailto:donna.schulz@state.mn.us


HunterExam Update -  Itõs Gone Viralé!!! 
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In October the number of site visits to Hunter 
Exam exceeded 10,000.    Minnesota was 4 
times higher than any other state that has 
HunterExam for an online course.  More peo-
ple visited HunterExam in 2010 than the 
number of students we certified for the year.  
 
The average time on the site per visit was 42 
minutes which means that folks are using 
this course as a tool to get certified in Fire-
arms Safety Hunter Education.  In October,  
an average of 21+ students per day fully 
completed the HunterExam online course 
and were looking for a field day to attend.  
Fortunately the vast majority were 16 and 
older and the Independent Study Instructors 
and local Conservation Officers were able to 
handle  the huge demand before deer sea-
son.  A Special Thanks to all of them for pro-
viding this service at a busy time for all of us. 

The Graph on the right says it all. 
This course is growing at an uni-
maginable rate in popularity with 
both youth and adult students. We 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛȊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǇπ
tion for certification, only as a study 
guide.  The public has found 
HunterExam and like it.   Come 
spring we will have a large pool of 
students who have completed the 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ 
complete the  All Day Range and 
Field Day.  We must all meet the  
challenge to provide All Day Range 
and Field Days around the state for 
the 11 to 15 year old students.  

In looking at the data from web visits, where those visits are from and the amount of time 
spent on HunterExam, there is no doubt that this method of instruction is exceedingly popular 
with  the public...We have received numerous calls of thanks from students of all ages com-
menting on the ease of availability and quality of the online course.  We have also received 
calls referencing the lack of  All Day Range  and Field Day opportunities once they complete 
the online course.  
 

In 2010 approximately 22,500 students received their certification.  Of those 1,987 started 
with HunterExam; thatôs almost 10%.  We need to prepare for 30% to 40% of our students to 
be coming from an online course.  They are  looking to us to provide the next phase of their 
learning at an All Day Range and Field Day.  We must adapt to meet the publicôs expectations. 



For more suggestions about our need to change and 
adapt; see the excerpts from an article in the   

NRA American  Hunter Magazine Dec. 2010 issue  

on page  8  of  this  newsletter. 

The Reality of Change and The Future of Hunter Education                     Cont. from page 1 

are everywhere so folks can access information any-
time anywhere. We cannot delay change and you as 
instructors must adapt Hunter Education Firearms 
Safety Programs to these shifts. If you continue to 
ignore these changes, you are closing the door to 
thousands of youth who want to become future hunt-
ers and shooting sports enthusiasts.    
  
So what can you do to facilitate change? First of all 
you can go to HunterExam and go thru the MN 
Course and understand  why this computer facilitated 
delivery method is not only a top notch approach but 
the messages we want students to understand and 
learn are presented in a format that the students will 
embrace and truly learn from. Secondly, you can 
change your Range and Field day by adopting the new 
scenario based All Day Range and Field Day format 
that supports the on-line students in their quest to 

become hunters. Starting immediately, a copy of the 
All Day Range and Field Day  Instructor Manual will be 
included with all supply requests. A PDF version is 
also available on the instructor web site. In the man-
ual you will learn  how to use this format for both the 
classroom and on-line student. Yes, it can work for 
both learning methods and will greatly enhance the 
ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ κ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ 
safe, ethical and responsible hunting  is all about.   
 
The Train has left the Station and I hope everyone is  
ƻƴ ƛǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǘƛŘŀƭ ǿŀǾŜ ƻŦ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ 
ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  5ŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
Ǉŀǎǘ  у ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΧΦ{ŜŜ tŀƎŜ о  

I canôt believe how well the online students were prepared to answer questions we posed to them.  They were 
much more prepared than our classroom students. (From an instructor who had both classroom and online 
students participating at their field day)  
 
This All day Range and Field Day is the Greatest.  The students who shot on the range today were the best 
Iôve ever had.  The time spent with the Laser Ed rifles prior to the Hunters Trail worked  exceedingly well. (10 
yr instructor and comments about his experience at an All Day Range and Field Day) 
 
Very good program, it is very convenient for someone like me who works late and does not have a lot of free 
time to take a class during the week. Thank you (Student) 
 
 loved it, it was way faster than the traditional paper and pencil, it 
was fun (mostly the interactive gun ranges).  (Student) 
 
great idea for kids these days. with all the other things kids are in 
involved with, this provides an opportunity that wasnôt there before. 
Thanks!   (Student) 
 
I liked the interactive bits (and the sounds that went with them!) and 
the illustrations, all of that made the course much more fun to take. 
Thanks.  (Student) 
 
yoyoyo this course is awesome WE  WANT TO HUNT   (Student) 
 
it is better than driving to a place every day and having a person read to you makes it vary vary easy to un-
derstand  (Student) 
 
It was nice to complete the course at my own pace especially with a busy schedule.  (Student) 
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The Real Life Comments from On -line Students and ADRFD Instructors  

These are just a few ,there are hundreds of positive comments from students...  
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New Student Self -Certification Process  

Change is coming at us again; this time in how stu-
dents receive their FINAL CERTIFICATE  and pay the  
DNR Course Fee.  Because of cost conservation 
measures put forth by the Governor and fiscal depart-
ments we have been directed to adopt a more paper-
less method at our end of the certification process.  
Our current processes were evaluated and we were 
directed to adopt and adapt to current technology to 
allow for Student Self -Certification.  
 
We are adopting this New System and New FORM  for 
the following programs at this time.   
 
Firearms Safety Hunter Education.  
Snowmobile Safety (Youth Classroom and CD Course)  
Youth ATV Safety.  
 
What does that mean???  

 

With the New Form Instructors will not need to col-
lect or mail the DNR course fees to Camp Ripley.  

Upon completion of the course, students will pay 
the DNR portion of their course fee online using 
the ELS System and the New Form  

A Student then can save and print a course certifi-
cate directly from ELS at the time of payment.  

Roster A+B only will be sent to Camp Ripley either 
electronically or in paper version in the prepaid 
mailer. No monies need to be included.  

Instructor team can collect an additional fee equal 
to the DNR course fee for supplies and materials.  
The additional fees amount and purpose of expen-
ditures still needs to be noted on Roster A.  

 
So how are we accomplishing this change???  

 

There is a NEW Student Course Registration/
Parental Release  and Self Certification Form with 
a complete new look and size from the old form.  

The new form will have complete instructions for 
students/parents to follow. This new form will di-
rect the student/parent to log into ELS and enter 
their information, finalize their certification,  make 
payment and receive/print their final certificate.  

When you receive this new form with supplies you 
must immediately adopt this new method of certifi-
cation for your students.  

This is starting as a pilot project . The new forms 
will be phased in over the next 12 months. This 
change only applies to instructor teams that  re-
ceive the new form.   

Each form has a unique certificate# that must be 
entered by the student.  

Each form must also be signed by an instructor 
along with the instructor number  that must be en-
tered by the student.  

When you receive New Forms with your supplies, 
the new process starts.   Please take time to read 
the instructions  and familiarize yourself with the 
new process.  

 
Benefits to Instructors  

No need to collect  or mail the  $7.50 DNR student 
fee.(student self -pays).  

No need to collect envelopes from students, then 
mailing back to students. (students self -prints)  

Only send Rosters A+B to Camp Ripley.  

Only collect additional fee if needed, up to $7.50 
per student (materials/expenses) stay with in-
structors.  

Benefits to Students.  

Simple process.  Can immediately be successful in 
getting licenses and permits  to hunt.  

Benefits to State  

No Costs for printing or mailing of certificates.  

Direct deposit of funds.  

We needed more change???  

 

CHANGE !  

CHANGE !  
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'Great save' a blessing for father, son 

 
Doug Gess thought he had lost his only son when he shot him 

during a hunting trip. But a skilled South Dakota surgeon saved 

Jesse's life. 

By Abby Simon, Star Tribune  

11-24 2010 

 
Doug Gess saw the hole in his son's back just after the gun went off. An experi-
enced deer hunter, he knew it was centered on the right lung. He figured his 

only boy was going to die. 

"I helped him up and said, 'We've got to get you to the hospital,'" he said of his 
16-year-old son, Jesse. Father and son were preparing to hunt together on 
Nov. 6, the opening day of deer season when Doug Gess' gun discharged 
while he was loading it. The lead slug plowed through a box in the bed of a 
pickup truck, into the cab and through a seat, striking Jesse Gess as he sat 
waiting for his father in rural Lac qui Parle County along the South Dakota 

border. 

"He mentioned to me that he was feeling clammy, that he started seeing white," 
Gess said of the hurried rush to the hospital in Ortonville. "I just said 'Give me 

your hand. Jesse, you're gonna be all right.' '' 

Nearly three weeks later, Jesse Gess is all right. Despite a slug ripping through 
the teenager's lung, diaphragm and liver, he's home in Bloomington with his 
father to celebrate Thanksgiving. Both Jesse's father and the doctor who saved 

his life say it's more than something to be thankful for. 

"This is one of the few great saves you get in your career as a surgeon," said 
Dr. Dennis Glatt, director of the trauma program at Sanford Hospital in Sioux 
Falls, S.D., where Jesse was flown after initial treatment in Ortonville. "If that 
bullet had been a little further to one side or the other, he would have been 
dead instantly. That bullet is a deer killer, and he was shot at close range. That 

thing had a lot of killing power when it hit him." 

Doug Gess is even more succinct. 

"It's a miracle," he said with a laugh that conveyed joy and relief. "A miracle." 
For several years Doug and Jesse Gess have deer hunted together. It's one of 
the ways Doug, a widower whose wife died of an aneurysm while pregnant with 
Jesse, bonds with his only child. Doug said he had loaded his gun the same 
way he had for years. He opened the hard plastic case, placed a shell in the 
open chamber and closed it. That's when the gun went off. He said everything 
happened so quickly, but he first remembers his son only saying "Ow!" and 
falling to his hands and knees a few moments later. Jesse doesn't recall the 
wound hurting, or the state of shock he was in as his father rushed him to the 
hospital. He speaks of the situation matter of factly but is reluctant to address 

its gravity, or just how close he came to not being around this Thanksgiving. 

"I don't really feel like I got shot, it feels like something happened and I got 
home. I'm back to normal," he said. "The placement of the bullet was pretty 

lucky, I guess that's a miracle right there." 

Glatt placed Jesse on a ventilator with a breathing tube, which likely saved his 

life. A liter of blood was pumped from his chest cavity, while he received four 

units of blood.  

Although the wound was unique in that it affected his chest and abdomen, it 
missed his bowels, where major damage could have occurred. Although Glatt 
described his liver as "pulverized," it will heal quickly on its own. Jesse's "not 
out of the woods yet," Gess said. He will have to return to the hospital several 

times in the coming years, but he is expected to be fine. 

"He's lucky to have survived," Glatt said. 

Doug Gess agrees, calling the incident "a terrible accident." He said local au-
thorities returned his gun shortly after the shooting and said no charges were 

likely to be filed. 

Even so, said Capt. Mike Hammer, Safety Education Coordinator for the Min-
nesota Department of Natural Resources Division of Enforcement, what hap-
pened to Jesse Gess is an example of why it's important to always be in com-
plete control of a firearm. Gun safety guidelines call for hunters to turn in a 
different direction and step away from fellow hunters while loading or unloading 

a firearm. 

"That's the number one thing, keep your muzzle pointed in a safe direction," 
Hammer said. "Bullets go through walls, car doors, and the back ends of 

pickup trucks." 

On Thanksgiving Day, Doug Gess and his son will join extended family mem-
bers for dinner. They'll count the good fortune of a sore 16-year-old among the 

things to be thankful for. 

"You can't dwell on things that have happened." Doug said. "You've got to find 
some good things that have happened." 
 

Remember this amazing true incident when 
you discuss and demonstrate with students, 
when and where to load firearms... 

Jesse Gess, 16, stood among the hunting trophies and guns in his familyôs 
basement in Bloomington. Gess was shot accidentally when his dad was load-
ing his shotgun during a hunting trip near South Dakota. 

Muzzle Control  

http://www.startribune.com/photos?img=15gun1125.jpg&c=y
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2011 IHEA Heritage Hunt contest forms are in the New Hunters Handbook 
Look for the May edition that you will find in your supplies the entry form is inside.... Keep our lucky streak 
ƎƻƛƴƎΧΦLƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ т ȅŜŀǊǎ ab Ƙŀǎ ǿƻƴ р ǘƛƳŜǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ-
ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƭ ƛǘ ƛƴΧ¢Ŝƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ .ƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ р aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΦΦΦLǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ 
group activity as you discuss your class plan or planning a hunt.            5ƻƴΩǘ CƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƭ ƛǘ ƛƴΧΗ 

       ̧ ƻǳ /ƻǳƭŘ .Ŝ ¢ƘŜ bŜȄǘ ²ƛƴƴŜǊΧΗ 

 

 
 
 
Bill entered the 2009 IHEA Heritage Hunt drawing that we hold 
in Hunter's Handbook magazine each year. We had nearly 
10,000 entries and Bill was one of two instructor winners. We 
also pick three student winners annually but you already know 
that because your state has won so often!!!!.  
 
This year's hunt was held at Indianhead Ranch near Del Rio Texas. It is a 10,000 acre ranch that has many different introduced spe-
cies. Our thought was that they will all see a whitetail or a turkey in their lives, but to see and learn about introduced species and 
participate in a management hunt would be a great learning experience. All hunts were conducted according to IHEA approved 
methods. In addition to airfare, lodging, guided hunting, and fabulous food, winners  received many additional prizes including 
Weaver binos, Federal ammunition, Cabela's jackets, Buck knives, Otis gun cleaning kits, taxidermy and more.  
 
The entire hunt was filmed for airing in 2011 on Americana Outdoors which airs on the Versus network. Bill is a real gentleman and I 
am sure he is a valid asset to your instructor corps.  It was a pleasure to be there to watch him enjoy success. Try to catch it when 
itôs on cable. 
 
Thanks to everyone for making sure that students and instructors receive Hunter's Handbook. In addition to being a valuable adjunct 
education tool, it is the only way that they can receive the entry form to win the drawing. We offer many other great prizes annually 
too.  
 
Brian Thurston 
Publisher/Focus Group Inc.brian@focusgroupseattle.com 
 
 
 

2010 IHEA Heritage Hunt  

Winner  

Bill Geis  
 (Maple Grove)  

Brian Thurston, Bill Geis and Bill s Addax  

This could be you next year!  
Donõt forget to send in your  

Registration Card...  
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Overhauling  
Hunter Education  
To Recruit  
The Next Generation  
  
The following are excerpts from 
an article in the December 2010,  
NRA American Hunter Magazine  
written by Lacey Biles, NRA -ILA Hunting Policy Liai-
son.  
 
 

Since the NRA spearheaded the creation of 
hunter education programs in 1949, the content 
and formats have changed at a glacial pace. Ef-
forts to  simplify and improve these programs are 
crucial as we try to recruit the next generation of 
hunters and preserve the future of Americaõs 
outdoor heritage. Hunting is safe by any statisti-
cal measure and hunter education programs 
have played an instrumental role in that safety.  
 
Most hunter education instructors are volunteers 
and should be commended; displaying altruism 
for something they are passionate about.  
 
How can the process change so that students 
who complete a course will advocate hunter edu-
cation to their friends.  
 
Young people face more demanding organized 
sports schedules, including most weekends. The 
amount of time kids spend playing video games 

shocks the conscience. Homework and competi-
tion in schools are increasing. All of these factors 
combine to allow little time for the outdoors and 
hunting.  
 
Itõs tough for a young person to cross the start-
ing line of hunter education when 12 or more 
hours of classroom time  are mandated. The bot-
tom line is that kids are saying òNOó  to hunting 
or avoiding going through the hurdles to try their 
hand at it.  
 
Kids today are exposed to different stimuli than 
they were 20 years ago.  Digital excitement 
comes at them from every direction. Do we want 
the already small number of youngsters who 
choose to take hunter education speak of having 
to go through a òboringó and time consuming 

program or do we want them to have a great first 
experience in the world of hunting  that they want 
to tell their friends about?  
 
Hunter education programs need to reflect what 
youth must learn paired with the most attractive 
way to learn it. Sitting thru a snoozer for 10 hours 
on a Saturday is not how kids want to learn.  
 
Some might claim a rite of passage and say òI 
had to go through it, so should those who follow.ó  
Others might think 12 or so hours are reasonable 

and that students should learn the history of muz-
zleloaders and detailed hunting strategy that are 
linked to many state programs. However, we feel 
strongly that parents and children should be 
taught the essentials of safety, and should then 
be trusted to take the initiative to further their 
education as their interest in hunting progresses.  
 
As in any business, quality improvements should 
be constantly evaluated; what works should be 
kept and what does not should be eliminated.  
 
One bright spot is that on -line courses are be-
coming more available and adding an element of 
fun to the mix with interactive learning akin to 
video games. Online courses allow students to 
choose when  to learn the material in their busy 
schedules.  Whether it is 30 minutes while driving 
to soccer practice or 15 minutes in their room, 
online courses provide ample opportunity for 
kids to learn at their leisure while keeping their 
attention spans fresh. Two of the most popular 
online courses  HunterExam and Hunter -Ed, pro-
vide many interactive learning experiences that 
attract kids.  Online courses often follow up with 

a field day requirement.  
 
No state in the country has a hands -on boating 
safety requirement and most states offer an 
online only option to get a boating  safety certifi-
cate. Statistically, boating is far more dangerous 
in terms of fatalities than hunting because of the 
nature of the activity. Hunter education need to 
take a page from the boating because failing to 
adapt to technology and make the educational 
process fun and convenient are proving to be a 
disturbingly weak link in the hunting recruitment 
chain.  
 
We invite instructors, state officials and industry 
partners to join us (The NRA)  in advancing this 
vital cause.  
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2010 Firearms Safety Hunter 
Education   

Instructor  of  The Year  
Nominations  

The Safety Training Section has a 
new contest to encourage instruc-
tors to read this important news-
letter from cover to cover.  In the 
next few editions, a word or words 
will be designated as the find word 
in the newsletter. Hereõs how it 
works: find how many times the 
designated word(s) appears in the 
newsletter. When you think you 
have the correct number, e -mail 
us at  
 enforcement.education@state.mn.us  
with your answer and  include 
your instructor number.  One 
month after the distribution date 
of the newsletter, all correct an-
swers will be eligible for a drawing 
for one of 5 $10.00 gift cards for 
Gander Mountain.  The correct 
number and names of the 5 win-
ners will be published along with 
the next editionõs word(s).   
 
The 3 find words for this issue are:  
 

     change, adapt, adopt.  

 
Search all 12 pages in this issue 
and give the total for all of the find 
words combined and e -mail your 
answer to:  

 
 

 enforcement.education@state.mn.us  
 
Include your name and instructor 
number.  Entries will be closed 
one month after initial mailing date 
of the newsletter.  
 
Sorry, Conservation Officers and 
Education Section Staff  are not 
eligible and only one entry per in-
structor please...  

New Reading Program 
Could Make You  

a Winner  

1990  Elden Grabau 
1991 Ronald Norenberg 
1992 Dennis Olsom 
1993 Clement Lehrer 
1994 Marvell Trip Jr. 
1995 Richard Nelles 
1996 Graham Luck 
1997 Alvin Schroeder 
1998 Darrell Heinn 
1999 Harold Kick  

2000 Anthony Rondeau 
2001 Duane Sundberg 
2002 Glen Gitchel 
2003 Roger Eisen 
2004 Kermit Terlinden 
2005 Lavern Ewert 
2006 Carl Boehmer 
2007 Bill Peltier 
2008 Randy Doyle 
2009 Hermann von Knobelsdorff  

We all know someone who goes the extra mile 
to provide the best program in their local 
community. Please take time to recognize 
them by, nominating them for 2010 Instructor 
of  the Year Award.   This is the 20th year this 
award will be bestowed to a Top Quality In-
structor. The time is now to start putting to-
gether your nomination. Nomination forms are 
available on the instructor web page at: 

www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/instructors/index.  
You can download and e -mail/mail it back to 
us or call to get a paper version.  

 

The DEADLINE for Submitting 
Nominations is:  

February 7,  2011  
 
The Award is presented at the  
Minneapolis Sports Show  
in late March . 

 
The Camp Ripley Award Plaque  
has the following Twenty  
Instructor of the Year names...  

SUPER 
IMPORTANT  
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 2011 Instructor Academy and Rendezvous  
  

August 5
th

 through 7
th

, 2011 
Deep Portage Learning Center  
2197 nature Center Drive NW, Hackensack, MN 56452 

 

Invitation to all Instructors  
 

   Everyone is invited to our 2011 Training Academy at Deep Portage located 
east of Hackensack. The Minnesota Volunteer Safety Instructors Association 
(MVSIA) and The Friends of Advanced Hunter Ed (FAHE) are co -sponsoring the 
Academy and Rendezvous. It will be a fun weekend of discussions, training semi-
nars, shooting, and fellowship. We will have use of the centerôs rifle range for our 
shooting demonstrations and competition.  If you can make  it Friday evening, we 
will have a Potluck dinner starting at 6:00 ï bring your favorite wild game dish to 
share!  Saturday will include a DNR presentation for ñfield dayò activities and sev-
eral break -out sessions. Sunday will include the FAHE shooting competitions.  
 
  
   We are planning the schedule so you can just attend the main events on 
Saturday or make a fun weekend of it.  There is space for over 100 people, so 
come alone or bring your whole instructor team and join the fun.  We will have the 
schedule, registration form and additional information included in the next DNR 
Newsletter as well as having it located on our web site at mvsia.org. For now, 
please mark your 2011 calendars to keep the weekend open.  

 
 
Since we are still working on the schedule, please let us know if you have any 
suggestions for program content.  
 
For suggestions or questions visit the website (mvsia.org), or call  
Steve Morin at 952 -881-1407, or Marv Ziner at 763 -441-2822,  
or send an e -mail to:  
registration@mvsia.org  
 



Please call Camp 

Ripley  

and update any 

change of  

address or  phone 

numbers.   

1-800-366-8917 
Thanks  
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Minnesota Volunteer Safety 
Instructors Association 

(MVSIA)  
 

Franklin Flack 
MVSIA Interim President 
Home: 763-323-8601 Work: 763-577-
1265 E-mail: president@mvsia.org  
website: mvsia.org 

  
Please let me know if you have any questions, 
concerns, suggestions, want to attend the 
meetings, or would like one of the directors 
meet with you.  

 

Minnesota Firearms Instructors Association 
(MFIA)  

 

Ron Harmon Sr. President  
6528 53rd Street North  

Oakdale,  MN  55128  
Home 651 -770 -3203  

Cell 612 -308 7646  

Friends of Advanced Hunter Educa-
tion  
Chuck Porter 
FAHE President 
Home: 763 561 6897 
Marv Ziner 

 

RTO Names, 
Phone Numbers, E -mail:  
 NW  - Lt. Jon Paurus        
          218-630-3660 
        Jon.paurus@state.mn.us  
NE  -  Shelly Patten    
         218-244-8051 
        shelly.patten@state.mn.us   
Central  - Frank Rezac    
               320-230-8549  
             frank.rezac@state.mn.us  
SW Metro - Ross Opsahl   
                  651-686-7998  
                ross.opsahl@state.mn.us   
NE Metro - Bruce Lawrence   
                  651-674-2705  
                 bruce.lawrence@state.mn.us  
Southern - Jeff Fleming    
                  507-765-2724  
                jeff.fleming@state.mn.us  
Rec. Vehicleð Leland Owens  
                    763-753-1887 
              leland.owens@state.mn.us  

   Minnesota Volunteer Safety Instructors  Associations       
Regional Training Officers and Camp Ripley             

mailto:president@mvsia.org


Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Enforcement, Education Section 

15011 Hwy 115 

Little Falls, MN 56345-4173 

 

D IV ISI ON  OF  ENFO RCEMENT 

EDUCATIO N SECTIO N  

Adaptive Equipment for Dis-

abled Hunters, 

www.disabledhunters.org 

Izaak Walton League: 

www.iwla.org   

Ducks at a Distance Waterfowl 

ID Guide: 

www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/

tools/duckdist/index.htm  

Bird Wing ID: http://

digitalcollections.ups.edu/

slater/ 

Turn In Poachers: 

www.turninpoachers.org 

To access the volunteer discus-

sion section of the IHEA web-

site, go to www.ihea.com  

1.  Username = ñvolunteerò  

2.  Password = ñhuntsafeò 

To access the instructors re-

source section of the IHEA 

web site, go to www.ihea.com   

INSTRUCTOR WEB PAGE:  

www.mndnr.gov/safety/

instructors/index.html  
Register your class online 
& sign up for the ñListserv 

Mail Serviceò! 
 
VISIT ORGANIZATIONS 

ON THE INTERNET  

 

Ranges MN www.dnr.gov/

shooting_ranges/  

Ducks Unlimited: ducks.org 

IHEA:       www.ihea.com 

NBEF:       www.nbef.org 

NSSF:        www.nssf.org 

MDHA:mndeerhunters.com  

www.pheasantsforever.org  

www.ruffedgrousesociety.org 

Saf. Club:    www.sci-dc.org 

N.W.T.F.      www.nwtf.org  

1. Click on Instructor  

      Resource,  

2.  User Name is ñinstructorò 

3.  Password is: ñgohuntò 

 

For Videoôs, DVDôs Alan 

Madison Productions, Inc.   

Toll Free 1-877-404-3311 or 

www.alanmadison.com  

  

Daisy Lazer-Ed Training Rifles, 

call customer service  at:   

1-800-713-2479 or daisy.com 

 

*Please call or e -mail us if 

you have a change of ad-

dress or phone number .* 
 

1-800-366-8917  
enforcement .education@state.mn.us  

 

Websites and Information  

Phone: 1-800-366-8917 

Fax: 320-616-2517 

New e-mail address 

enforcement.education@state.mn.us 

Modeling safe, responsible, & 
ethical behaviors for hunters 
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