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"Angling Stewardship" continued on page 2
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Will this young angler learn how to take care of
Minnesota's water? (DNR MinnAqua photo 2003)
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Government 
Employees 9%

Business Groups 
14%

Individuals/ 
Families 15%

School Groups 
18%

 Community 
Service Groups 

44%
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Much of what gets done in this department depends upon the efforts of citizens who work
with us behind the scenes, year after year. They work together with us in pursuit of a com-
mon dream: the dream that individual efforts can make a difference for our natural re-
sources.  A good example of this joint effort is the Adopt-a-River program.  Ever since it
began in 1989, the program has worked at the grass-roots level to encourage individuals,
families and organizations to reach out and serve their neighbors, providing a basic service
to the community at large.  Each individual or group steps forward to remove the trash from
streams, lakes, wetlands, ditches or ravines.

Since 1989, the Adopt-a-River program has completed 1,800 cleanups statewide.  Efforts
have concentrated almost 57,000 volunteers on more than 6,300 miles of shoreline.  Who
are all these volunteers?  They
include individuals from nearly
500 groups.  As illustrated by the
graph to the right, 44% of these
groups are from highly diverse
community service organizations
(ranging from churches to scouts
to lake owner’s associations), 18%
are from a variety of school
groups, 15% are individuals or
families, 14% are from business
groups and  9% are government
employee efforts.

The Adopt-a-River adventure starts with taking a careful look at those public waters nearest
and dearest to one’s self.  Sometimes this involves tracing the flow of water from the street
in front of one’s home or school.  When people do this, they begin to realize these waters
are directly connected to public waters in the area.  They see the close relationship between
storm water and public waters.  People are generally astounded when they first make the
stormwater/public waters connection.  Some of these astounded citizens sign up with
Adopt-a-River, and thus decide to improve their communities in a most tangible and
straight-forward manner.

When citizen volunteerism combines with the structure of Adopt-a-River, the partnership
produces many desired outcomes.  Volunteers provide the sweat and energy and the
program provides connections to a network of potential helping hands and helpful

materials.
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Historic Moment: February 16, 1899

The Power of Gold and Water at Koochiching
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These three young volunteers celebrate their
find after the Crow River Cleanup (9-13-03).
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obligations range from needing to “give something back” to a community, to feeling peer
pressure from the community.  Many people also feel obligated to lend a helping hand when
they notice community problems.  All of these psychological aspects tend to provide a strong
motivational force to the individuals who volunteer, and often lead to some of the most active
volunteers within an organization.
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Gary Ruckdaschle pulled this 55-gallon drum
from the St. Louis River (1/7/04).
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Walleye
 (from DNR website by JosephTomelleri)
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Cleanup Review  is published by the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources for the Adopt-a-
River Program in the Trails & Waterways Division.

CR Editor..................................... Shaun Lettau
Adopt Coordinator................... Paul E. Nordell
Dir., Trails & Waterways ....... Laurie Martinson
Technical Assistance .................  Dave Lonetti
Graphic Consultant ....................  Linda Escher

Please direct your comments, questions, and
suggestions to the editor of Cleanup Review at
(651) 297-5474 or  to the Adopt-a-River Coordinator,
Paul Nordell at (651) 297-5476; MN Toll Free
1-888-646-6367; FAX (651) 297-5475; e-mail:
paul.nordell@dnr.state.mn.us or write to:
MN DNR, Trails & Waterways Division, 500
Lafayette Road, St. Paul MN 55155-4052.
*Don't forget to visit our web site at:
www.dnr.state.mn.us/adoptriver.

This 20-foot tall tundra swan stole the show for
Adopt-a-River at the 2003 Minnesota State
Fair.  The bird, created by Steve Bateman,
"migrated" to Lebanon Hills Regional Park in
Dakota County after the fair (Photo: 8-31-03).
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Do you know what's in your drinking water?
The Minnesota Department of Health has released their source water assessments for all
public drinking water sources in Minnesota.  If you would like to see what is in your water,
visit their website at: www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/swp/swa.

Where's the Adopt-a-River Calendar?
Some of you may have noticed the calendar, usually on this page, has been removed.  Have
no fear, we still have the calendar and in an attempt to make it more accesible, we have put
it on our website (www.dnr.state.mn.us/adoptriver).  Adopt-a-River-related events will also
be posted on www.seek.state.mn.us and www.nextstep.state.mn.us.  If computers aren't
really your thing, just let us know and we'll be happy to send you a list of events.


