Trout-tube-setup: Minnesota DNR staff from Lanesboro Fisheries brought down a truck with 2,500 rainbow trout Jan. 12 and met with Waterville Fisheries staff to stock Hiniker Pond in Mankato. Hiniker is just one of two opportunities for winter trout fishing in the DNR's 32-county Southern Region, along with Little Mud Lake in Meeker County.

Ice-hole: DNR staff cut a hole into the ice at Hiniker Pond to release trout into the water ahead of the winter trout fishing opener Jan. 17.

Trout-net: Minnesota DNR Waterville Area Fisheries Supervisor Scott Mackenthun readies a net of trout to stock in Hiniker Pond.

Scott-and-Claudia: Minnesota DNR Waterville Area Fisheries Supervisor Scott Mackenthun and City of Mankato Facilities Recreation Coordinator Claudia Hicks talked, as trout were stocked in Hiniker Pond. The DNR and City of Mankato partner on the winter angling opportunity.

Scott-with-tube: Minnesota DNR Waterville Area Fisheries Supervisor Scott Mackenthun prepares to 

Trout-tube-release: Rainbow trout are released from a DNR transport truck through a tube down into Hiniker Pond via a hole in the ice.

