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•
22 sem

i-m
odern cam

psites; 11
w

ith electricity
•

Prim
itive pioneer group

cam
ps – 2 sites, capacity of 60

•
H

orse cam
pground

 – 6 sites,
capacity of 36

•
Trailer sanitation station

•
Picnic ground

 w
ith 30 sites

and
 shelter build

ing
•

11.6 m
iles of hiking trails

•
9.7 m

iles of horse trails
•

 10 m
iles of bike trail

V
IS

IT
O

R
FA

V
O

R
IT

E
S

•
L

ake L
ouise

•
L

ake and
 stream

 fishing
•

Spring and
 sum

m
er

w
ild

flow
ers

•
B

ird
 w

atching
•

W
hite-tailed

 d
eer

•
Sw

im
m

ing
•

H
orseback rid

ing
•

Picnic ground
s overlooking

L
ake L

ouise
•

Shooting Star State Trail

to Taopi,
8 miles

Horse Trailer
Parking Area
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    The D
N

R
 has m

apped the state show
ing federal,

state and county lands w
ith their recreational

facilities.
    Public R

ecreation Inform
ation M

aps (PR
IM

) are
available for purchase from

 the D
N

R
 gift shop, D

N
R

regional offices, M
innesota state parks and m

ajor
sporting and m

ap stores.

C
heck it out - you'll be glad you did.

Because lands exist within the boundaries of this
park that are not under the jurisdiction of the
D.N.R., check with the park manager if you plan
to use facilities such as trails and roads other
than those shown.
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SUMMER TRAILS

Hiking

Hiking/Horseback

Shooting Star State Trail
(multiple-use paved trail)

FACILITIES

Information/Park Office

Campground

Pay Telephone

Picnic Area

Swimming

Dam

Primitive Group Camp

Trailer Sanitation Station

Equestrian Camping

Private Property
Public Use Prohibited

NORTH
Kilometers
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LA
K

E LO
U

ISE STA
T

E PA
R

K
 is located in

southeastern M
innesota near the Iow

a
border. The park is located in M

ow
er C

ounty,
1.5 m

iles north of LeR
oy on C

ounty R
oad

14. H
ighw

ay m
ap index: L-21.

Lake Louise State Park is often referred to
as an “oasis” in the rich farm

land of
southeastern M

innesota. M
any species of

w
ildlife are attracted by the diverse habitat

of hardw
ood forest and field areas found in

the park.

The 1,168-acre park contains tw
o spring-fed

stream
s (the U

pper Iow
a and Little Iow

a
rivers) w

hich join in the park, a dam
 and

im
poundm

ent w
here a grist m

ill w
as located

in the late 1800s, and scattered stands of
hardw

oods.

H
ISTO

RY:  Lake Louise State Park is the site
of M

innesota’s oldest, continuous-use
recreation area. Shortly after the area w

as
surveyed in 1853, the tow

n of LeR
oy w

as
platted, and the U

pper Iow
a R

iver dam
m

ed
to provide pow

er for a grist m
ill. Soon after

the railroad cam
e through, but it passed

south of the original tow
nsite. O

ut of
econom

ic necessity LeR
oy w

as m
oved to its

present location to be close to the tracks.
Shortly after this the grist m

ill w
as

abandoned the H
am

brecht fam
ily – w

ho
ow

ned the land along the m
ill pond – gave

several acres to the village as a recreation
area. A

t that tim
e the site w

as know
n as

W
ildw

ood Park. The m
ill pond w

as nam
ed

after a m
em

ber of the H
am

brecht fam
ily

and still bears her nam
e, “Louise.”

In 1962 the city of LeR
oy donated

W
ildw

ood Park – about 70 acres – to the
state to form

 the nucleus of Lake Louise
State Park. Today the statutory boundary
encom

passes 1,168 acres.

G
EO

LO
G

Y:  In the distant past Lake Louise
State Park w

as only lightly glaciated by the
first tw

o of the four m
ajor ice ages. A

s a
result its underlying lim

estone bedrock is
close to the surface and is covered by a very
thin deposit of glacial m

aterial. The m
eager

extent of this covering can be noted in several
places w

here the underlying lim
estone has

been dissolved aw
ay by percolating

rainw
ater causing it to collapse. W

hen this
occurs the thin layer of glacial m

aterial also
collapses into the void creating a sinkhole
of slightly different character than those
com

m
only found further to the east in

M
innesota’s blufflands. Several of these

resulting depressions can be seen along the
park trails. D

espite these few
 rather

interesting depressions, the park’s terrain is
relatively level and ideal for the novice biker,
cross-country skier or horseback rider.

V
EG

ETA
TIO

N
:   Prior to European settlem

ent,
park vegetation consisted m

ostly of prairie
and oak savanna. Som

e w
oodlands

developed w
here they w

ere protected from
fire by stream

s.

Today, m
ost of the park consists of patches

of hardw
ood forest and old fields. Sm

all
rem

nants of prairie and oak savanna can
still be seen. Park staff are w

orking to restore
these original plant com

m
unities through

replanting and use of prescribed fire.

A
m

ong the m
any flow

ering plants that grow
in the park is N

odding W
ild O

nion (A
llium

cernuum
), a state threatened species. A

nother
notable plant here is Shooting Star
(D

odecatheon m
eadia), a key prairie indicator.

The beauty of both w
oodland and prairie

w
ildflow

er displays during spring and
sum

m
er is a m

ajor attraction for park
visitors.

W
ILD

LIFE:  The park is located in the m
idst

of an intensely-farm
ed agricultural area w

ith
little rem

aining native habitat. M
any species

of w
ildlife are attracted to the food and cover

found in the forested and old-field areas of
the park. The com

bination of w
etlands,

rivers, lake, old fields and w
ooded areas

provides ideal habitat for m
any species of

birds, m
am

m
als, reptiles, and am

phibians.

The park has becom
e a traditional w

intering
area for w

hitetail deer, w
ith view

ing of these
anim

als a m
ajor visitor attraction during

w
inter m

onths. O
ld fields found in the park

provide excellent view
ing areas for bird

w
atching.

SO
 EV

ERYO
N

E C
A

N
 EN

JO
Y TH

E PA
RK...

The park belongs to all M
innesotans. Please

treat it w
ith respect and help us to protect

it by follow
ing the rules:

•
O

n a daily basis, the park is closed from
10:00 P.M

. to 8:00 A
.M

. the follow
ing

m
orning except to registered cam

pers.
•

C
am

p only in designated locations.
•

The use of firearm
s, explosives, air guns,

slingshots, traps, seines, nets, bow
s and

arrow
s, and all other w

eapons is
prohibited in the state parks.

•
Pets m

ust be restrained on a leash no
longer than six feet. Pets are not allow

ed
in park buildings.

•
Park in designated areas only.

•
M

otor bikes and other licensed vehicles
are allow

ed only on park roads, not on
trails.

•
Enjoy park w

ildlife and plants but please
respect them

. D
o not pick or dig up plants,

disturb or feed anim
als, or scavenge dead

w
ood.

•
Build fires only in designated locations –
fire rings or fireplaces. W

ood is available
for purchase at certain tim

es from
 park

staff. Portable stoves or grills are
perm

itted.

H
orseback R

iders: You can help ensure the
future of riding at Lake Louise State Park.

•
R

ide only on designated horse trails.
•

A
void shortcutting at corners.

•
Leave beverage containers at cam

p or 
pack them

 out in saddle bags.
•

A
void riding on the roads.

•
Save precious shade trees – use hitching
rails or tie horses aw

ay from
 trees.

D
aily or annual perm

its are required for all
vehicles entering a state park. H

ere at Lake
Louise, vehicle perm

its can only be purchased
through Self-Registration. G

o to park office
and follow

 the Self-Registration instructions.

♦
This inform

ation is available in
alternative form

at upon request.
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c/o Forestville/M
ystery C

ave State Park
21071 C

ounty 118
Preston, M

N
 55965

(507) 352-5111
♦

D
epartm

ent of N
atu

ral R
esou

rces
Inform

ation C
enter

500 L
afayette R

oad
St. Paul, M

N
 55155-4040

(651) 296-6157 (M
etro A

rea)
1-888-646-6367 (M

N
 Toll Free)

T
D

D
 (Telecom

m
unications

D
evice for D

eaf)
(651) 296-5484 (M

etro A
rea)

1-800-657-3929 (M
N

 Toll Free)

D
N

R
 W

eb Site: w
w

w
.d

nr.state.m
n.us

State Parks page: w
w

w
.m

nstateparks.info
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