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STATE FOREST RULES
State forest lands are generally open for all types of outdoor recreation including,
hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking, and picking fruit and mushrooms. Rules and
laws regulate some activities on forest lands.  A partial list is included below.  A
complete list is available from the Department of Natural Resources.

Firewood -Dead wood may be gathered for campfires on site. Cutting or 
removing wood or forest products for home or commercial use 
requires a permit.

Campfires -Recreational fires of less than 3 ft.  diameter, in an area cleared of 
combustible materials for 5 ft.  around the fire, do not require a 
permit. Other open burning is regulated by permit.

Firearms -Firearms may be discharged in compliance with the law on forest 
lands that are not posted closed.  Firearms must be unloaded and 
cased while in and within 200 feet of a forest recreation area 
(campground, day use area, parking area, etc.)

Camping -Camping on forest lands outside of developed campgrounds is 
permitted with some conditions. See complete rules.

Personal
Personal -Personal property may not be left or positioned so as to obstruct use
property of a road or trail.  Personal property left unattended for 14 days shall

be deemed abandoned.

Special rules apply in forest campgrounds and day use areas.  They are not
included here.

SNOWMOBILE LAWS
Alcohol, nighttime driving, and high speeds are the main causes of snowmobile
fatalities. Conservation Officers remind snowmobilers:
• Operating a snowmobile while intoxicated is unlawful.
• 50 miles per hour is the maximum legal speed for snowmobiling on frozen 

public waters and DNR controlled lands (conditions permitting, when no 
other restrictions apply).

For complete legal information see “Minnesota Snowmobile Safety Laws, Rules
and Regulations” available from DNR Information Center and DNR Licensing
Bureau.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Forestry/Trails and Waterways Unit
Information Center
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4040
(651) 296-6699
Or TOLL FREE from within Minnesota
1-888-MINNDNR

Telephone Device for the Hearing Impaired:
(651) 296-5484

Tower Area Forest Supervisor
Tower, MN 55790
(218) 753-4500

Orr Area Forest Supervisor
Orr, MN 55771
(218) 757-3274

EMERGENCY SERVICE - DIAL 911
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Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit from programs of the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources is available to all individuals regardless of race,
color, creed or religion, national origin, sex, marital status, status with regard to public
assistance, sexual orientation, age or disability. Discrimination inquires should be
sent to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, 500 Lafayette Road, St.
Paul, MN 55155-4031; or the Equal Opportunity Office, Department of the Interior,
Washington, D.C. 20240.”
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