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EXECUTIVBUMMARY

Purpose

Minnesota Laws 2003, Chap. 128, Article 1,7Sestabtendegquires the Commissioner of the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) to review the ttassifiedl state forests and state forest |é&ets=mber 31,
2008 according to the process set fdNHRaoles Chap. 6100.1868 modify this classification as appropriate.

This plan documents the outcome of that evahdiientifies those forest roads and tralile DRt will
officially (un)designate for various motoripedspuifhin the Rum River State Forest. Acctrelingly of
motor vehicles (e.g., All-Terrain Vehi&lEgsoDff-highway MotorcyclésHivs Off-Road VehiclesO&RrVs
and highway Licensed Vehiclek\d$ in the Rum River State Forest will henceifaritedheanly those
roads and trails that are specifically signedesidfmted for their use.

Lands Covered by this Plan

The Rum River State Forest is located in MiNMotram®) and Kanabec Counties in North-Cemtsatdviinn
State-owned, DNR forestry-administered landisvittwatehe statutory forest boundaries arsealdirelis
plan. Lands located outidest boundaries in Kanabec and Morrison @ilungiegldressed in a subsequent
planning effort.

Legislative changes to the statutory boundaiguoh tRiver State Forest in 2006 added a grok$,a6&
acres, about 3,637 acres of which is state-anestrgafdministered land. A total of 9.1 noildesofvere
inventoried on these (formerly) scatteredllahdd)ieh were evaluated by the planning ¢¢diof tikese nine
miles occur in Mille Lacs County, with the rem&adabec County.

Ownership.This forest classification and road and graditiiesplan covers all of the DNR forestryeaddhinis
lands within the statutory boundaries of thev@uBta® Forest. The statutory boundarie®rmefsthaov
encompass 39,538 acres, of which about h&?Baa28s7are administered by the DNR. Masnodithiag
land within the forest is privately owned. Sthe éagly accessed by Twin Cities Metro deetsreisi U.S.
Highway 169.

The main portion of the Rum River State Foetstli;l@&ast-Central Mille Lacs and Western €anoabies,
immediately south of the Mille Lacs WildlifenMah#@gea. A smaller disjunct portion of this focated
west of Onamia along State Highway 27, just Mdigh_acs Kathio State Park. There are al€58im
acres of discontinuous parcels of land locatestivarMille Lacs County (2,917 ac.), Motnggr(620 ac.),
and Kanabec County (80 ac.) that are all natth@&tum River State Forest. These parcélstveawe 40
and 1,500 acres in size and are surroundedebhapdivaDHV use is primarily by local utilitensan

Most of the public land in the forest is farateifamnland that was tax-forfeited when phevieshdinsuitable
for agricultural use. The forest is fairlytihethed @xception of a glacial esker in the guurtierof the forest.
The predominant soils are fine textured sakyyotors| and organic to mucky peat soils lobrggatiaA
hardpan layer in the soil limits movement tfrawagbrthe soil profile, resulting in pooely sioilsthat have
water at or near the surface much of the yeano#taare the predominant forest cover.

County & Municipal Land#Mille Lacs County administers 16 acres witihesthdéJnder state law, Mille Lacs
County lands within the Rum River State Fdcebearenaged similarly to the state forestdantdesed
unless posted open; no off-trail travel allolesd)the County specifies a different managproachdor its
lands. The City of Onamia also administers @0lacdas the northern block of the Rum Riveor8s.
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Motor Vehicle Use Classification

The Rum River Field Project Team recommended;@anchibsioner agreed, to retamitedtlassification

for state and county-administered forest landeerRlom River State Forest. This judgment ipbaghe
Team’s analysis of the eight criteria cont&sdfed100.1950, Subp.vikch guide the classification of forest
lands for motor vehicle use. The team’s dnthlgses @ight criteria, labeled A-H, is as follows.

A. Resource Sensitivity and Management Objectives

Management objectives for the Rum River fadssttimbler production, wildlife habitat improaechent
providing a mix of outdoor recreation opportuhiteesrecently completed Subsection Forest Resource
Management Plan for the area (including thesdepgcdles goals pertaining to forest man&gegneater
biological diversity, improved forest spatiad, peattk increased public involvement and totlabora

Popular recreational activities include happngg,thiking, snowmobiling, and wildlifeiobhse@ther visitors
engage in utilitarian pursuits such as minremli tafgping, bough harvesting, mushroom arulléeting,
etc. As overall visitor numbers increase, sbhedoesd to more actively manage recreatidiee &andl
regulate user behavior. In order to maintginegoaditional experiences in the forestetdmas mcreasingly
necessary to separate incompatible uses (ndvalzlydnamd non-motorized activities) andytemess use
conditions and limitations.

Sensitive natural resources within the Rum dRivé&oi@st, including wetlands and wildlife irapsindm
surface water features (e.g., Groundhouser&izgrlant and animal species, and unique fpdilogk like
the Esker Area, are among the resources mestgfiector vehicle use. The North Unit of RiedR Gtate
Forest has a relatively high concentration laintamadpanimal records. Eight sites of hipdiggnsicance
occur in the forest, with a total area of 18803Tdese sites include significant nativerptannities, the
esker and tunnel valley geologic features, &tpsmi six state-listed rare species, imdgtirgtrumpeter
swans and timber wolves. As visitor numbess, ingéseimcreasingly important to controludaie reghicular
use of the forest to avoid unintentional dathnege $ensitive resources.

B. Resource Impact by Motorized and Nonmotoriged Us

All recreational trails, both motorized and orzeaatan impact natural resources duringniteicton,
maintenance and use. Impacts vary by typessf ssason, soil type, slope and drainagsjdgraamlt a host
of other factors. Trail users, for example, ganampig vegetation and compact soils aloifiyg-satfaeed
trail treadways, and can introduce non-natseepkaind spores into uninfested areas. Swmiliconmptting
(resulting in root mass disturbance and reegteddductivity),and soil displacement ar@adtprorrounced
along and adjacent to vehicular trails, rezgutargmaintenance of trail surfaces andriegjedsmuctures.

Trail users can also impact wildlife populatiodsebtty and indirectly. Some wildlife rddyabitat near
trails, while improved hunter access may inweéisgdpressure leading to reduced wildlifsopdputs.
The type and extent of impacts vary by actpégidsyand by season.

Recreational trail development is both difficalitgndue to the wet nature of both the dodlarahy of the
upland soils found throughout the Rum Riverr&at&il, there was concern tlasedtlassification would
preclude aliiture development of OHV trails, and tratiarentteough the forest. It would also uridaly res
seasonal hunter/trapper use of ATVs and (higtellehnds to very few miles of designatedestatedds.
Undesignated routes cannot be used by OHVsvehrole®rnot even seasonally, in a closed forest.

C. Motorized and Non-motorized Recreational Qpipom Area

Outdoor recreational opportunities in Kanabile diaddMCounties are summarized in Table % (Phedb
are a mix of motorized and non-motorized rexppatianities in the area. There are manydesemated
snowmobile trails in and around the Rum Rivesr&satdut no DNR-designated OHV trails. ddeAifiviat
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trails proximate to the forest include the S®autlin€rail (crosses state forest land) and Tiop Readl. The
Rum River Forest may someday host trail linksigohiigcriders from the Twin Cities Metro Arézoto th
Line/Red Top ATV trail sytems.

Team Members were concerned that a ‘closedditdassiiuld close the forestAd ¥liuse, including use on
State Forest Roads. Seasonal use of ATVs anduddesigmated routes for big game hunting, arapping
game retrieval would also be prohibited. UHiteitetieclassification, licensed big-game &thteappers
can use ATVs or HLVs on undesignated routestdblistied seasons. ATVs may also traveooffuratiing

or trapping-related purposes. Such use wasni@eageable and sustainable.

D. User Needs, such as Trails, Parking, Signgcaeds

There will be little or no change in desigriataddds, or parking areas regardless of thedssération.
Still, some additional signs will be posteéhgtarads, along forest roaad,along the perimeter of the Esker
Area. The signs will inform users of the diasgdctation and implications for the user eetvioles in the
forest. Non-motorized access to the foreslyisiteffected by forest classification. Matmezsd except for
snowmobiles, will be substantially reduced bothel&sker Area exclusion, and because notésrwilimo
longer be allowed to use the 61.6 miles ofgratatesioutes, except pursuant to MS 84.926..

E. Degree and Trend of Motor Vehicle Use inethe Ar

Snowmobiling is a popular recreational useunfi tRevdt State Forest. Designated snowmoliileluckls
almost 23 miles of grant-in-aid trail througjlesthieahd other connecting grant-in-aid snotrerishitethe
surrounding area.

Off-highway Vehicle use has increased in resgavgedhough there are no state-designateal ©id\thie
Rum River State Forest. ATVs are the most casrth@MMuin the forest. The majority of theyusedk b
riders, who live near the forest and enteistHeoforpublic roads or private lands, and tsy HurgeSoo Line
South and the Red Top are the closest designatits AR Soo Line ATV Trail crosses a pdrtidRuad)t
Both are grant-in-aid trails. Future OHV udi ¢enpistin the area will depend upon totail aviiisble trail,
the quality of the riding experience, trailiciyyrerad the availability of ancillary féeititiesampsites, toilets).
Traffic levels may also be impacted by foresticattas Those seeking to explore unsignpgedmoates
will no longer have that opportunity in the &UForBst given lisiitedtlassification.

In the recently releas2804 Outdoor Recreation Participation Surveyesdtatis” [MN DNR, 2608]
supporting documents, MN DNR projects a 258&sinofeeoad ATV driving over the 10-yearf 282d o
2014. According to this study, while otheramtiities are expected to remain stable enegeaniticipation
declines of between 11 and 25 percent, ATV eigiagtéxl to increase dramatically due to therapeed
growth of off-road riding over the past dettamlgghAll is unclear how long this trend wmilecontivhether this
huge projected increase will actually matemalizeubstantially increased demand for @igpoiraihities is
expected in coming years. A ‘limited’ classHitatis for future consideration of OHV dlainuewt in
response to demonstrated user demands.

F. Degree and Trend of Non-Motor Use in the Area

There is one seasonal non-motor recreationahe&atum River State Forest. However, nordni@ibrize
opportunities abound on the nearby Daily Towtishigl g@arcels, at Father Hennepin State atkciill
Kathio State Park, Mille Lacs WMA and the Ostersagment of the Soo Line South Trail. diedesayis
used by hikers, bikers, cross-country skierselmalckaiders are also located throughout the area

Those who currently use OHVs in the Rum Riven rordesignated routes will be displacdiniigda
classification with no new OHV trail designatibh$eam Members concluded that existingddsedb
provide reasonable motor access to most arederestth Despite this net reduction in mosejzéwse
seeking solitude might prefer a still morevesdtreddforest classification.
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G. Competing Interests among Different User Groups

There exists a broad diversity of values andiexpeetated to use of public lands. Comflastd c@ occur.

Given the limited size and irregular pattemlahdtawnership in this area it is impossibipletely separate
motorized and non-motorized forest userseaittisatithere is no public land allocatioty stategll fully

satisfy all interests. Some level of canéliatable.

Classification of State Forest Lands, with ocesgmeettional motor vehicle use, is not theamslynor even
the primary tool for managing conflict amongpéosesfA mix of both motorized and non-nretmez¢idnal
opportunities can co-exist in most forestesegdrclassification. Provisions exist unawrtth&lose’ state
forests to all motor use, to create de factotaroareas within (otherwise managed) forests einelr t
eliminate or provide for special hunter/trapper ddee Rum River OHV Field Team believeslithaedhe
classification, with no OHV trail designatispecadorotections for the Esker/Tunnel VallealAnees the
desire for adequate motor access to the fotlestneitldl to protect natural resource values.

H. Public Safety and Law Enforcement Concerns

The ‘limited’ classification will reduce perr¥tterlit®@ mileages within the forest. Any mpastedodpen will
effectively be closed to OHV use. Seasonal bfLishdssignated routes and off-trail ATV ug# paivEJa

Stat. Chap. 84.92ibes complicate the enforcement picture iy opkerating rules for big-game hunters and
trappers during certain times of the year. THaulskkeValley Area OHV riding prohibitiom{baglpvgve
challenging to enforce, despite the addedisgaungg of its long history of vehicular use.

Esker / Tunnel Valley Non-Motorized Area

The Commissioner has invoked authority granteduaint {@IN Stat. Chap. 84.926, Subuh &rder to
preclude vehicular use within the 570-acre sie¥/dley Area Complex (Appendix D). By,sstadeing
forest lands, which encompass a large portidiskétiTunnel Valley Area Complex, is no |gectetosihie
exceptions provided fdiStat. Chap. 84.926 Subd, 2v&ieh would otherwise allow for ATV and HLV use of
undesignated routes (ATVs may also travefaffegetiin hunting and trapping purposes.

All trail access and entry points, and the Es&keN&ley Area boundaries themselves, will @ anapp
posted ‘closed’ to vehicular use. Desighatéti®tt&Roads within the Esker/Tunnel Valleyl faaeiwi

open to OHV and HLV use, subject to possibéytarigsores or seasonal use restrictions. Huwweffer

road OHV or HLV use of undesignated routeskieriarthel Valley Area will be permittechad any ti

This prohibition applies tnthis specified area, andtortlye use of ATVs and HLVs during legal hdnting an
trapping seasons. It does not modify theftiregedlassification of the larger Rum RévEoftstt Vehicular

use of State Forest Roads and/or grant-in-aidbdadmihase (by snowmobiles) will be unatfesteder,
future road and trail development proposalsthiisaagisitive area will be evaluated verly ¢hrefigh the
department’s interdisciplinary project revieg, gince vehicular trail use is fundamentaigtamowith the
management objectives that prompted theserefaxtiahg.

Summary of Existing Access Routes

The forest road and trail inventory was updz@8d ihi2 summarized in Table 1 and showndix App&he
2003 inventory tallied a total of 79.2 milaesofvithin the Rum River State Forest; all i \lciated on
state-administered forest lands.

Final Road & Trail Designations

As alimitedforest with respect to motor vehicle use,ssllraotes that are not designated as State Forest
System Roads, Minimum Maintenance Roads arrRédiradls will be closedehicular use upon the effective
date of this plan. Undesignated routes maydsasseally by ATVs and HLVs for certain bigatjamera
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trapping purposes (except in the Esker/TumnblovialMotorized Area), subject to state fendndttiamage
prohibitions. These designations will become eff&gptember 1, 2007.

State Forest Road Designations

State Forest Roads (SFRs) in the Rum River StateilForasain open to OHV and HLV use, subject to
temporary closures or seasonal restrictions.cAifsstient with state forest road policytiatiitédeasd rules.
Forest roads in the Rum River Forest, which gbrudilitersan and local OHV users, are surthgeadad

and can sustain vehicular traffic, except dingntpaw or heavy precipitation events. Tectgsunay will be
instituted as necessary to protect public aafedl/resources, and the integrity of the eoesddvids.

Recreational Trail Designations

No existing inventoried routes will be desigratéd #ails at this time. This is due to thmitogeof the
forest classified as ‘wetlands’ and the perehdebleatonditions that result from the subbsandpea that
restricts surface water drainage. This conddiomdm on upland soils throughout the fokdidie Lacs
County, naturally-occurring wetlands tend ¢ lmndacontiguous, as opposed to isolated vesiomaspre
Rutting is problematic in these soils during tmeiélosi-free period of the year.

Snowmobile trails were not evaluated duringd¢bs pConsequently, there are no planned tchtneg28.7
miles of designated snowmobile trails thay existritl the forest.

Non-designated Routes

The plan is to leave 61.6 miles of forest adesssomaesignated. These routes will not beathdortany
recreational use but may be used on occasitrdoresaurce management access. Over timeuthsse
may become blocked by deadfalls or revegedtdltg tatueby obliterating the corridor.

Table 1Summary of Final Road & Trail Designations irutheRiRrer State Forest.
Source: Forest Access Route Unpublished DabNRUDRS. Generated using ArcView extension.

Trail Summary Report January 10 2006
Category Miles of Road / Trail
Total Inventoried Routes 79.2 Miles
All-Terrain Vehicle Only 0.0 Miles
All All-Terrain Vehicle Routes 18.1 Miles
Off-Highway Motorcycle Ralytes 0.0 Miles
All Off-highway Motorcycle Routes 18.1 Miles
Off-Road Vehicle CRbutes 0.0 Miles
All Off-Road Vehicle Routes 18.1 Miles
Highway-Licensed Vehicle Rolyes 0.0 Miles
All Highway Licensed Vehicle Routes 18.1 Miles
Grant-in-Aid Snowmobile Trall 22.7 Miles
Hunter Walking Trails 0.0 Miles
Number of Gated Trails None
Total Non-Designated Routes 61.6 Miles
Total Motorized Routes 18.1 Miles
System State Forest Roads 16.2 Miles
Minimum Maint. State Forest Roads 1.9 Miles
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Introduction

Legislation enacted in 2003, and amended ird@0Gs the Commissioner of the Departmentabf Natur
Resources (DNR) to move towelasad unless posted opemiagement policy for off-highway vehicles (OHVS)
on State Forest lands located south of US Highwaye2use of off-highway vehicles (OHVRuim tRaver

State Forest will generally be restricted todoaadssspecifically designated and signeld ésesu

Off-highway vehicles include All-Terrain Vehudgs@H-Highway Motorcycles (OHMs), and OdfiiRbeesd V
(ORVs), such as jeeps and four-wheel driveutuksiowmobiles or Highway Licensed VehiclesTREVsS).
plan identifies forest roads and trails thaRtkéllNésignate for various motorized and nigzeemaes on
state-administered lands within the Rum Rivar&sate

Process
In August 2003, an interdisciplinary team watofoonmlete the following tasks:
1. Inventory existing forest access routes andstaianty-administered forest lands withm RivdRu
State Forest. Check this data for accuracy etemessp
2. Consider the criteria for classificatiostdafoe for motor vehicle use and recommehdeapthgr
the currerimitectlassification, or changingos®das per motor vehicle use.
3. Evaluate existing forest access routes ufiagidhEnvironmental Assessment Checklist.nddetermi
which of these routes is capable of sustaimogaombtorized use.
4. Present the team’s recommendations for tlduseddesignations and forest reclasdificatidtic
review and comment.
5. Public review and comment was solicitedrporhtadanto the final plan.
6. This process wrapped-up in December 2008 wldhksification and designation orders sigred by
DNR Commissioner. These orders become effeeptendmer 1, 2007.

Description of Lands Covered by the Plan

Established in 1963, the Rum River State Famatstdsni Mille Lacs, Morrison and Kanabec {DoNbfids
Central Minnesota. State-owned, DNR foresstesstiiands located within the statutoryofondatibs are
addressed in this plan. Lands located éwtssieboundaries in Kanabec County will beeddiires
subsequent planning effort.

Ownership.This forest road and trail designation plamalto¥ene DNR forestry-administered landbevithin
statutory boundaries of the Rum River StatelRerstdtutory boundaries of the forest encorb38sacass,

of which about half or 20,726 acres are adchinysteeeDNR. Most of the remaining landemMthiasths
privately owned. The forest is easily accessadliyetvarea residents via US Highway 169.

The main portion of the Rum River State Foetetlisl@ast-Central Mille Lacs and Western €anoabes,
immediately south of the Mille Lacs Wildlifenidah@gea. A smaller disjunct portion of this fooeted
west of Onamia along State Highway 27, judt Bdlgh_acs Kathio State Park. There are al€588m
acres of discontinuous parcels of land locatestivarMille Lacs County (2,917 ac.), Motnggr(620 ac.),
and Kanabec County (80 ac.) that are all thpdRuaf River State Forest. These parcels raeyedteand
1,500 acres in size and are surrounded byapdva@HV use is primarily by local utiliensan rid

Legislative changes to the statutory boundaiguoh tRiver State Forest in 2006 added a grok$,a6&
acres, about 3,637 acres of which is sate-awsiegafiministered land. A total of 9.1 muleéssfvere
inventoried on these (formerly) scatteredllahdd)ieh were evaluated by the planning ¢¢diof tikese nine
miles occur in Mille Lacs County, with the ram&iadabec County.

Most of the public land in the forest is faaeifgnmland that was tax-forfeited when pinevieshdinsuitable
for agricultural use. The forest is fairlytihethet wikception of a glacial esker in the quarti@rof the forest.
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The predominant soils are fine textured sahdyotors| and organic to mucky peat soils lobrigatiaA
hardpan layer in the soil limits movement tifrawzgérthe soil profile, resulting in pooely sodsmthat have
water at or near the surface much of the yéano#kaare the predominant forest cover.

County & Municipal LandMille Lacs County administers 16 acres witihesthdéJnder state law, Mille Lacs
County lands within the Rum River State Fooebearamaged similarly to the state forestdgndedgd
unless posted open; no off-trail travel allolesd)the County specifies a different managproenhdor its
lands. The City of Onamia also administers @laudes the northern block of the Rum RivieorSt.

This plan does raatdress scattered forestry-administered lagshet KCounty (about 3,000 acres), or DNR
Fish & Wildlife-administered lands in the MiN@dldiesManagement Area (about 36,769 adres)edaited
adjacent to the forest. About one-third ofl tvéhienthe Rum River State Forest boundately pwwned.

This plan does ramtdress private lands located within theNoredbes it address lands located within public
road rights-of-way.

Natural Resources Assessment

Landforms and Vegetation

The Ecological Classification System (ECS) mgstenesoat various scales using climatic, geologic,
topographic, hydrologic, soils and vegetatiohh@ateCS helps describe and manage ecosystelRien The
River State Forest is part of the LaurentiarokdigeBrBvince, a mixed conifer and hardwodtuthfaresers

much of northeastern Minnesota. The topogeajadyiéswith landforms ranging from lake plainsvasd
plains, to ground and end moraines. Both stagmatites and calcareous till plains are catumesdéthis
landscape.

Prior to settlement, the Laurentian Mixed Farest pomsisted of continuous conifer, conifeothanik, or
hardwood forest vegetation. Peatland areakabéesliby sedge-fen, black spruce-sphagnuta,cedari
black ash communities.

The Rum River State Forest is located withie taedMiiplands ecological subsection of theahauieed
Forest Province. This subsection covers a laojeSapaior Lobe ground moraine and end meesine in
central Minnesota. Gently rolling till pladimaralinl fields are the dominant landformsciorégi®e. Brown
and red till forms the soil parent materialry Fe@siation, and some limited agricultueenaostttommon
land uses in the area today.

Land Type AssociationsThere are three landtype associations (LiAheniRhim River State Forest. The
Northern Unit of the State Forest is locateHathitnévioraine LTA. The Kathio Moraine is cldrhgteri
rolling end moraine. Just over 54 percentLdftissclassified as upland; the remainder isnprélyom
lowlands, wetlands and lakes. Soils are pioedyddiaito a subsurface hardpan.

The south portion of the Southern Unit of the ifotest Milaca Till Plain LTA. The remairedéorestlis in
the Ann Lake Drumlin Plain. The Ann Lake @iandintracterized by rolling hills. Langhapsd ridges
with a southwest-northeast orientation are cémowdir0 percent of the Southern Unit is lupleerdainder
is comprised of wetlands, lowlands or lakes. stifdaare poorly drained due to a subsurfpas. hdtue

esker and tunnel valley geologic features edaridbat Ann Lake Drumlin Plain LTA.

At the eastern end of the subsection, the emelsraociground moraines have loamy soils. , Typreaity
dense glacial till underlying most soils ibhgbddisn. This dense till impedes water mdvenngimbut the
soil profile. Soils are described as acidestdisi, sandy loams, silt loams, and loamy barglacidl parent
material in the Grantsburg sub-lobe (Des M@hgmoitimm of the subsection is more calcare@nerand
textured than Superior Lobe sediments. HHamumd&uperior Lobe drift which is locally eXpassoils are
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classified as Boralfs (i.e., well-drained sbipatbunder forest vegetation) and Ochrept®ifiyedeveloped
soils formed under forest vegetation) on thesmorain

Soils. Soails in the remainder of the forest areliisdheEAtisol, or Histosol orders. Domirtgpesadiiclude
the Mora-Brennyville (164B), Bennyville-Cebalex Ciiwp), Seelyville and Clathro Complexaf3155),
Greenwood Mucky Peat (3170). All but the hhgraHBrare poorly drained with an average cegidr t
table of less than one-foot. Surface wateisrypioglly slow, resulting in surface palfwimggf precipitation
events or spring snowmelt. These are vedfdtatdanith an average slope of less than tamte pEhese
soils are most often found on level to neaodsk| g

The Mora-Brennyville, on the other hand, is inedeiateained with a perched water table thlamdone
feet. Surface run-off is slow, like the ¢gHeusdion the forest, but the typical slopelyshsgher at 1- 5 %.
The Esker/Tunnel Valley Area contains the nth@iitpiai-Brennyville soil type within the RurorBsie

Sites of Biodiversity Significance

A total of eight sites designated by the Mi@pastgaBiological Survey (MCBS) as ‘signifigaint’'tbe Rum
River State Forest, including one site on the Kaoabe side and seven on the Mille Lacs Geurktgisi of
the latter are in the North Unit, and the rethagriage in the south unit. Table 2 progities of lthe sites,
their biodiversity significance rankings, amaaaysofthe rare features that occur in ebohbldIbs noted that
the data have not been finalized for KanabecsGdhathiodiversity significance ranking stoarnditeered
preliminary. All sites assigned a biodiwgiitaisce rank are considered significant.nk3 laeerassigned
on a continuum from outstanding to high to rhadedata size, context, quality of nativerpranhites, and
populations of rare species. See AppendimBpfarf 8iodiversity Sites within the Rum RiverrSsat

Table 2. Sites of Biodiversity Significance & Raatires in the Rum River State Forest
[Source: Hannah Texler, Regional Plant EcblBgiatial Heritage and Nongame Research Riog2&o6])

MCBS Site Number & Site N¢ | Biodiversity Rare Features
Significance [*NPCs = Native Plant Communities]

North Unit — Mille Lacs County
15 - Shakopee - Onamia Lakes High NPCs
17 - Kathio Moraine Southwest Outstanding NeHosldeded hawk
18 - Kathio South Central Lowlands  Outstanding , redN&Hosildered hawk, rare plants
20 - Kathio South 29 Outstand|ng NPCs, redeshioaNderbald eagle
South Unit - Mille Lacs County
83 - Two Headwaters Moderatg NPCs
85 - Mille Lacs Esker High NPCs, esker, teyn@&lanting's turtle, rare plants
86 - Rum River State Forest Squth Moderate N§POs|derkd hawk, Blanding's turtle, rare|plants
South Unit Kanabec County
125 - (Site not named) High (prelim.)  NPCsjresieralley, rare plants

Rare Species

A total of seven species tracked by the Natage hdormation System (NHIS) have been ddanntieste
Rum River State Forest, including three aniembspeitiur plant species. The animal specaés eagles
(Haliaeetus leucocephalissate special concern and federally threatendd)gB turtleEmydoidea
blandingji)state threatened; and red-shouldered (Batec lineatysdtate special concern.  Documented
occurrences include one bald eagle recorddtbheslidered hawk records, and two Blandigsduds in

the state forest. Habitat for these three egistiethroughout much of the state forestg Nestipeter
Swans and Timber Wolves are also known taleceanean
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Four plant species tracked by the NHIS have ureentdddn the Rum River State Forest. Thredemrefspe
special concern: butter@uglans cinerea)Vood's sedgg€arex woodiipnd least moonw(Bbtrychium
simplex) These are all species characteristic of mdsagudeorests. The fourth, halberd-leaved thearthum
(Polygonum arifolipar) open wetland species, has no state stausadked in the NHIS data base.

Geologic Features

Two geologic features tracked in the NHIS becRum River State Forest, an esker and a fagnel el
esker is one of 13 recorded in the Natural kdoitagion System in Minnesota. This is ehengkst and
best-formed esker/tunnel valley systems iMoemsaita, according to Heather Anderson, a IDYi& @ho
is currently mapping the surficial geologyLaichieunty.

Native Plant Communities

Seventeen native plant community types havepipeenama described in the Rum River State Rbeest by
Minnesota County Biological Survey. They aneTadézl 3, along with the class name for gaahdtype

nomenclature code.

Names and codes are asgigrdidgato Minnesota's Native Plant Community

Classification (Version 2.0). All native plaohitim®s mapped by MCBS met miniumum sizetyaedtgtiali

to be considered significant.

Table 3. Native Plant Communities Mapped by MCBS in thedR 8tati Forest.
[Source: Hannah Texler, Regional Plant EcblBgiatial Heritage and Nongame Research Riog2&d6]J

Class Name Type Name Code

Central Dry-Mesic Oak-Aspen Forest Red Oak aegddddswood - (Lge-FlowdratHc26b
Trillium) Forest
Central Mesic Hardwood Forest (Eastern) RedsSmsiodBeorest (Noncalcareous Til MH¢36a
Central Wet-Mesic Hardwood Forest Basswoodh BlaesA MHc47al
Northern Wet-Mesic Hardwood Forest Aspen - Ash Forest MHn46a
Northern Rich Mesic Hardwood Forest Sugar MapieodBgBluebead Lily) Forest MHn47a
Northern Rich Tamarack Swamp (HaRiemTamarack Swamp (Eastcentral) FPn72a
Basin)
Northern Rich Alder Swamp Alder - (Maple ifed&Ssesmp FPn73a
Northern Wet Ash Swamp Black Ash - Yellow &irdlaple - Basswqod/Fn55b
Swamp

Northern Very Wet Ash Swamp Black Ash - YelidReBiMaple - Alder Swamp  WFnp4b
Northern Poor Conifer Swamp Poor Black Spruce Swamp APn8la
Northern Poor Conifer Swamp Poor Tamarack riBacndmp APN81h|
Northern Poor Fen Low Shrub Poor Fen APn91la
Northern Poor Fen Graminoid Poor Fen APn91b
Northern Shrub Shore Fen Bog Birch - Alder Shore Fen OPn8la
Northern Wet Meadow/Carr Willow - Dogwood 3mpub Swa WMn82a
Northern Wet Meadow/Carr Sedge Meadow WMn82b
Northern Mixed Cattail Marsh MRn83

The Esker & Tunnel Valley ComplExis area, on State Lands within the Rum Rivar&s which features
a glacial esker, is approximately 570 acreslinsizet a small portion of a much largéores&son that lies

in a northeast to southwest orientation initbgeart of the Southern Unit of the Rum &divéiKdoabec
County). The esker/tunnel valley complex ivtibatedh and south of Co. Road 56 along ltlee Reate
Forest Road — North and South Extensions (S&cll%,1B. and 19 of T39N R25W and Sect. 315WJON R2
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Access to the area is via the Kanabec SFRre&atiafbextensions intersect County Road &areTdetes
used to control access near each interseati@F&fstland public roadways.

The esker, and its associated tunnel valleyigue and significant geologic feature. Onpd®fteabrded in
the Natural Heritage Information System in dJirinssoonsidered to be one of the longesstaiodied
esker/tunnel valley systems in Central MinnBdiRRag®plogists. The system was formed aplyrasidafe
years ago when water in tunnels beneath glectabiog, straight courses into the drift avuk bedeath.
When the ice thinned, the tunnels collapseihgegsigirs and low tunnel valleys that haversiece f
wetlands. It is about 12 miles long and r@ashtmrtsouthwest, bisecting the southern fibrtidorest.

Well-drained and course sandy soils predorttin@ter wéxtured soils in the surrounding uplegetstion is
primarily hardwood and mixed-conifer forest tipasptand portions, with lowland cover typethedhree
branches of the Groundhouse River that travstee fhigis forest type is uncommon in MilleKaaed&c
Counties, and is mostly limited to well-drégriedaged on glacial moraines, till plainseand &ble quality of
the forest community in the area ranks higblpgtedhe MCBS, especially along the vergugteégcsg
slope of the Groundhouse River. Several dlaoids aee also located in the rolling terramahates from
the esker (See map by Hannah Texler, MN DNIR@ogicél Services, 2006).

Esker and Tunnel Valley Geologic Formations
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Minnesota County Biological Survey sites éa thiskanabec and Mille Lacs Counties havekezktigh’
in terms of their overall biodiversity signifiCantguting to this ranking are the uniqge gewhations, the
wetland and upland native plant communitispetieseof Special Concern (i.e., butternut;lbalteet tear-
thumb and wood sedge), and one state-listatetheeateal species (Blandings turtle). DNBtetalbeye
that the Esker Site contains some of the ligstpsdlintact natural areas left in the RustaRivEorest.

Current Use — Esker Are@ihe esker site is largely surrounded by widettiakand agricultural lands. It is
part of a long, narrow and intermittent eskamfohataextends into Mille Lacs County.idn tadiie grant-in-
aid snowmobile trails that criss-cross the @reaigeinshooting in the gravel pit, there sractsh water
impoundment adjacent to the esker/tunnel Valky whbioh is popular with hunters. An exttasivie of
undesignated ATV and hiking trails has alsodievelofpme in this area.
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In addition to the SFR, there is an existing v@i®ksleotrail running north-south through thenmiag,
adjacent to the SFR in some places. The tetranf €owinty Road 56 (in Kanabec Co. along the South
Extension) is hillier than the northern pdahigoaref. The esker runs east-west acrossdhisfpitrie area,
creating the area of greatest relief (60-76l&&ttion).

There is a gravel pit located on the esker, sdtinltasbe decommissioned and reclaimed. r ishiuilaell
established. Trails atop of the esker, andealeegiem access, appear to have so far hagditien forest
communities, aside from those routes locateg sidstelope that are visibly eroded. Healvthase or
other unmaintained trails could lead to accsteramxbion and disturbance of the forestay@un®ver
time, vehicular use could potentially damagg @bttiis unique geologic formation, alongimagsdtiated
native plant communities and rare species Habiimientation of adjacent wetlands or branttiees of
Groundhouse River is also a key concern of OH¥rhRiélémbers.

Surface Water and Wetlands

The Rum River State Forest is in the Rum Riverdvatées Northern portion of the forest ishyréieelum
River. The Southern Unit drains primarily tutitknéaise River, and to a lesser extent to RiedRurihe
Groundhouse and Rum Rivers eventually dragnNhssigkippi drainage. Major rivers runnigig tiisou
ecological subsection include the St. CroixSKattbeand Rum Rivers. The drainage netwolbgisdlie
young and undeveloped, with extensive areasds pretsent.

Much of the area in the Rum River State Fovestashgowater or wetlands. The most prevalahtypet
are wet meadows (Type 2 — 2,980 acres), wooded Bypemp— 1,472 acres), shrub swamps (Type 6, 1,324
acres), and bogs (Type 8, 994 acres).

Recreational Assessment

Division of Forestry recreational facilitieshe/ifRum River Forest are limited to a few paskitnggiad
adjacent to State Forest Roads. These pads faredisgersed camping during fall hunting selsing is
the most popular recreational use of publidttaindbenforest. Lake Mille Lacs, Ann, Ogdate8tand
Onamia are the major lakes in the area. #dl lakdsehave Public Water Access facilitieatwéimps.

The 23-mile Mille Lacs Snowmobile Trail is thiedpsigaated recreational trail in the RumaRvEpiSst.
This grant-in-aid trail, managed by local ahtibandsMille Lacs Counties, crosses the foresistrio west
and connects to a snowmobile trail along Highwaysighed hunter-walking trail is locateiilethacs
(Southern Unit) portion of the forest. The Soath€TV Trail also crosses state land wWihaésthe

Forest Access Route Inventory

2000 InventoryAn inventory conducted as part of the 2008t&H\jlayning process identified about 54 miles
of trail and 16.1 miles of State Forest Roatheviihiest. Most of these routes were origusddiped to
access timber sales and in connection withaidasriemwmobile trail development. Other togtismgnents

are largely dead end spurs, or are discontinaoss tvnter roads were frozen across wetlecelsstaraber
sales. Still other trails, intended to provtaeeom@mnagement access, have become overgnoworayet

exist.

2003 InventoryThe 2000 forest access route (road & traolyimeeshupdated in 2003. The new access route
inventory was intended to accurately_depiateallshowing evidence of ongoing human aseartithlar

focus on motorized access routes. The 200y sivenwtmt 79.2 miles of existing routes (roaaitsamdthin

the Rum River State Forest, including 18.1StakesFafrest Roads. No trails were inventodedtph&hds
within the forest. [See Appendix D, Southdaplnit
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Data SourcesExisting road and trail maps were ovenadaushother data layers (e.g., wetlands, forest
inventory data, rare natural features datadatayrgjc.) to document and display previontyiedveoutes.
Field crews then located and collected new Hatanoapped forest access routes showing efioegong
human use. Global positioning system (GPSneguapmsed to record the location and attfileaies o
route. Aerial photo interpretation was usqdetmesoipfield data collection. Informatioadcmitdatied route
width and the level of apparent use, and sigaifiditions such as water or wetland crossings.

The 2003 access route inventory data was evathat€@HY Field Team using an Arc View GISlopalddeve
specifically for this purpose. The locationvehtdlied forest access routes (i.e., roadslsgnd shown in
Appendix D. The inventory documented 79.2ctiéss obutes on public lands within the forest.

Designated State Forest Roads

The Rum River Forest has 18.1 miles of State &dselGMHRs). The forest road system consistsaof the m
Rum River SFR, which is a 5-mile Class 3 roactebnsithe late 1980's that connects CSAHCR0 Raidwd

116. There are three Class 4 spurs off of BERnairhe 0.8 mile Esker Trail SFR provides acCrssityom
Road 116 to a small, inactive gravel pit.hédedBFERs are gated to control access The gatemalhe
closed in March and April during spring tha@nghd ogmainder of the year.

The Kanabec-North and Kanabec-South ExtensoonireStFRs in the Kanabec County portion estthe for
Both SFR Extensions intersect with Co. RoadN6érthTHetension is about a 2-mile long deadl.efitheoa
South Extension is about 1.5 miles long ands coitine220 Street. There are gates, one each the SFR
segments, that are open except during spririgdl ttypes of OHVs and HLVs are allowed onlibe 8BRa

Designated Recreational Trails

Snowmobile TrailsThere are 22.7 miles of designated snowmaebitérirdibe boundaries of the Rum River
State Forest. Portions of the Mille Lacs Snolvenobéss through the forest and provide e@nteeatiouch
larger and interconnected grant-in-aid traibeygtegrareas surrounding Mille Lacs Lake.

OHYV TrailsTFhere are about 2,720 acres of DNR administereéddatahabec County portion of the Rum River
State Forest. OHV use has historically beerdperthitt portion of the forest. The traityridentdied a

total of 20 miles of trail in this portiorooéshe About 6 miles are GIA snowmobile ttadsamainder are
undesignated routes. The Esker Area, soutlyd?@amlb6, has been used in the past for ATV adch@HM
along with several user developed trail lcatpargathin 2000, the OHV Planning Team recdriratAde/

and OHM access trails be developed in this Ranabeportion of the Rum River forest.

There are currently no state designated ATV, ORWitrails in the Rum River State Forest. Thne Soo Li
South grant-in-aid ATV Trail does cross statihilaidewiorest. Under the ‘limited* forefitatimssi OHVs
may use any forest road not posted closed. tBem@adE and trails are currently used bynafy-kighicles.

Non-motorized Traillhere is one very short and nearly overgrowtomoedmecreation trail in the Mille Lacs
County portion of the Rum River State Forest al$®ie series of designated hunter-wakkimgtiraiDaily
Unit of the Mille Lacs County scattered (DN&Reaeldilsinds.

Non-designated Roste The Forest Access Route inventory documentg®$bbnoil-designated routes.
These are unsigned routes that are not spel@§caibted as either State Forest Roads, ortyge afy
recreational trail. Under the final plan, tieseviibbe closed to vehicular use, excegsdoalsaTV and HLV
use for certain seasonal hunting/trapping puNmse® of undesignated routes within theneskesdliey
area (approx. 570 acres) will be permittedhat ahyhe year.
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Motor Vehicle Use Classification

The DNR classifies State Forest landanaged, limiteol; closedwith respect to motor vehicle(MBe

6100.1950)The classifications are characterized as follows:
Managed Forest Land&orest roads and forest trails are open to netneatior vehicle use unless
posted closed. These forest lands are chardmtexifma intensity of use by OHVs, a varid¢tyipéano
and non-motorized recreational opportunitiegispdeded recreational use, and little congrabtig
visitors for recreational use of the land. &dremforcement restrict motor vehicle usiive sessurce
areas and on non-motorized trails.
Limited Forest Lands:orest roads are open to motor vehicles useosteessigsed. Forest trails are
closed to motor vehicle use, except where dieaighaigned to permit specific motorized uses. The
forests are characterized by moderate to sgbf levabrized and non-motorized recreationalisise.
necessary to designate OHV trails so that Ottvingsanty in suitable and sustainable locations.
Closed Forest Landg-orest roads are open to motor vehicles licenggoviyr use. No OHVs are
permitted, except that OHVs may operate orufitizevaters (e.g., across lakes for ice figthiegg.
lands are characterized by high susceptibifitgge Oy recreational motor vehicle use oristave tht
precludes motorized use. Areas closed to rubtouselby statute or regulation (e.g., StatéaRdses
within the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderaessinatically classifie¢dlased.’

Current ClassificationThe DNR manages a total of 78,702 acres dflii@d.écs County (Table 4). OHV
policies for DNR administered lands vary bagdkd typenof management unit (e.g., State Fatesiarks,
Wildlife Management Areas, etc.) OHV usditedimhistatute on the majority, or about A@%DNRE
administered lands in Mille Lacs County. OH\theseemaining 29% is permitted pursuant|éovshaie
posted restrictions. All state forest lanlgslinddiCounty are currently classified a5 ‘limited

Table 4. Classification of DNR-Administered Lamdidle Lacs County
with Respect to OHV Ug8ource: MN DNR, 2005]

OHV Use Allowed — ‘Limited Classification’

Unit Name Acreage
Rum River State Forest 17,089
Scattered State Forest Lands in Mille Lacs County 5,984
Total 23,073
OHV Use Prohibited [ by statute]
Unit Name Acreage
Mille Lacs Kathio State Park 9,656
Father Hennepin State Park 274
Mille Lacs Wildlife Management Area (WMA) 36,769
Other Fisheries and Wildlife Management Areas 8,718
Water Accesses and Miscellaneous Lands 212
Total 55,629
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Historical Perspectiveln 2000, all state forest lands in the KarhMilealL acs planning area were classified
as ‘limited.” The OHV use history in the tves ciffets markedly. State Forest lands in KGnatige
including all of the Snake River and a pdmeoRwhtRiver State Forest, were previously natadied) 40
theMoose Lake Area Forest Resource ManagenieiN BINR, 1985hat plan did mestrict OHV use.

State Forests in Mille Lacs County, on the atherehariclosed’ to motor vehicles (except hagmseg
vehicles and snowmobiles) b€dheridge Area Forest Resource Managem@iNHDMR,1988At that
time, the only options for OHV management weoe ‘dpsed’. And, there were few enfordeslitekeep
vehicles on designated routes. The ‘limiteidatiassifas adopted in 2000 because the RunatliFersst
had such a varied management history, andftr &livler analysis of OHV opportunities dsdumient
planning efforts.

Final ClassificationMN Laws 2003, Chapter 128, Article 1, Sectasrafr@hfgdequires the DNR to review

the classification of State Forest lands andjéctichatassification of State Forest lands B&uthigiiway 2

to eithelimitedor ¢losed The Rum River State Forest is currentlydcksdiifieited’. The planning team
analyzed the eight criteria set fokN iRules Chap. 6100.1950, Subpnt-4ecommended retaining the
currentimitedclassification for all state forest landshsitRumt River State Forest. The Commissioner has
concurred with this recommendation and saldless$diest in his final orders.

Esker / Tunnel Valley Area Protectide DNR Commissioner has invoked authorityigrautesdidint kN

Stat. Chap. 84.926, Subd 6rder to preclude vehicular use withinubeandigensitive Esker/Tunnel Valley
Area Complex (Appendix D). By so doing, std@nftsrewhich encompass a large portion kéitfie sl
Valley Area Complex,_aresuloject to the exceptions providedvidr $tat. Chap. 84.926 Subd., 2vRi¢h
would otherwise allow for ATV and HLV use aobfatedesigtes (ATVs may also travel off-traitpifor ce
hunting and trapping purposes by licensed peisgmgpen seasons.

Invoking this provision means that all traileaxctessgry points, and the Esker/Tunnel ValleyuAdeaies
themselves, will be mapped and posted ‘closb&utarwse. Designated State Forest Roadhewithin
Esker/Tunnel Valley Area will remain open to GHV ase, subject to the general prohibitietnadnOs#v
travel, and pursuant to any temporary road ctaseassnal road-use restrictions. Howevéaf,ardHDW use

of unsigned or undesignated routes in the EsKevAllay Area will be permitted at any time

This prohibition applies tinthe specified area, andtortlye use of ATVs and HLVs during legal hdnting an
trapping seasons. It does not modify theftiregediassification proposed for the lardgtiv&uBtate Forest.
Vehicular use of SFRs in the area, and grasriam4aidbile trail use (by snowmobiles), is dnaffeatever,
future road and trail development proposalsthiiscsegisitive area will be evaluated verly ¢arefigh the
department’s interdisciplinary project revies, peoognizing that vehicular use is fundamentaigtent

with the management objectives for this area.

Forest Road and Forest Trail Designations

The planning team evaluated each of the inen¢stietcess routes. For designated roaddsarietrai
presumption was that the current designatias avaliicsbe maintained unless there was a gowgmiimto
propose changes. Under the ‘limited’ classifitatimest access routes not designated tam&mieor
recreational trails will be closed to vehigludacepepursuant to the exceptions outlin€thiap\Vid®t. 926.

State Forest Roads

Various state statutes and rules govern theramtelog use of State Forest Roads. Key pasisages in
1. “State forest road” means a road constrgcieel],amaintained, or administered by the cogmissi
for the purpose of carrying out forest resoagenmeain.” (MN Statutes 89.001, Subd.14)
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2. “The commissioner shall provide a systen mfafisesnd trails which provides access wresate f
land ...(MN Statutes 89.002, Subd. 3)

3. “... the commissioner is not a road autharichaees 160 to 168, and chapters 160 to @68 do n
apply to forest roads(MN Statutes 89.71, Subd.7)

4. “The commissioner may designate a state ddrest aominimum-maintenance forest road to be
maintained at a level consistent with the insend@dN Statutes 89.71, Subd. 5)

The DNR divides State Forest Roads into two @gstm® -Roads and Minimum Maintenance Roads — based
on their condition, intended use and plannethnw@reyel. System Roadare the major roads in the forest
that provide forest management access, recegatssaland links to state, county, or towbshipads.

System roads are used on a daily or weeklyntaaie, graveled and maintained to allow trayleivay-h
licensed vehicles. System roads are typically albenotor vehicles, including OHVs, but clesedbe
seasonally or temporarily to address specific frmadonditions. State Forest Roads arenitigndefot

regular public roads. They are principally itteedes state forest management and protedspantkthey

do not provide legal access to private property.

Minimum Maintenance Roaats forest management access roads used omaiemtbasis. Recreational
users may use them, but they are not promotethimechfor recreational use. While operatmnatnase,
minimum maintenance roads may, in some cagesisabtebby low-clearance vehicles. The rdasls will
graded and graveled as needed for forest managposed. Roads are signed with a “Minimumaidainte
Road” sign, and may be gated and closed dannignoestof the year.

State Forest Roads are generally open to usehighwatirlicensed vehicles and off-highway (ehides
OHMs, and ORVs). However, roads may be teohpsedrilt any time, to some or all vehicdae tse
public safety and/or natural resource protesiaerations. Minimum maintenance roads akelgnooebke

subjected to travel restrictions than are higdtemndsfiorest system roads.

Recreational Trails

Non-motorized There are no current or pending proposals tdedadijtianal non-motorized recreational
trails in the Rum River State Forest. Non-maserzde.g., hikers, horseback riders, cragssioert,
snowshoers, mountain bikers) may use all iisadsdmaost undesignated routes in the forest.

SnowmobileThere are no proposed changes to the existiagede2®y7 miles of designated snowmobile
trails in the Rum River State Forest.

OHV TrailsThere are no new OHV Trails proposed for theRamt&vorest.

Undesignated RoutesThe plan leaves 61.6 miles of non-designated Ttates. routes will not be
maintained for any recreational use, but may &re asgasion for natural resource management@eees
time these routes may become blocked by deasifatietate naturally, thereby obliteratingdbe co

Implementation Schedule

Plan Adoption & Implementation

Final forest classification and route designeistondewnill be formally implemented via a 6eries o
Commissioner’'s Orders registered with the MBeastésy of State and published Mirthesota State
Register All final plans, maps, decision documentdeandvil also be postedvatv.dnr.state.mn.és
statewide DNR news release will also be issuediraribe final decisions and the availathibtyfimdl
documents at the Secretary of State’s OfficéhardMNiR website.
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Road Signing Projects

After the Commissioner’s orders are publishefibréuabeir effective dates, the DNR will itblisnpéam by
signing roads, trails, parking and stagingradeasja entry points to forest lands informsirgg thee forest
classification and implications for motor wehickgms identifying designated forest roauarifgiy motor
vehicle use regulations on designated forestillcglds,be posted in conspicuous areas thtbedgboest.

Effective Date

The anticipated effective date for the classifichitoRum River State Forest, and for thdiadesifnaads,
trails and the Esker/Tunnel Valley Non-motaipedthg, is September 1, 2007. This dateoes like final
signed Commissioner’s Orders which are pultheh®thia Register and filed with the Sectttzgy. of
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APPENDIX A

Classification of Forest Lands North of US Highway
[ MN Laws 2005t 9pecial Session, Chapter 1, Article 2 ]

Sec. 152Laws 2003, chapter 128, article 1, sectiondigigjauli, is amended to read: *
Sec. 167. [FOREST LAND OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE USERREATLIEBE)

Subdivision 1. [FOREST CLASSIFICATION STATUS REVIEW.]

(a) By December 31, 2006, the commissioneal sésatuces shall complete a review of theaseisation
status of all state forests classified as mariamigeldall forest lands under the authority of thestmmemas
defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 89.00kimuld®, and lands managed by the commisdiemer u
Minnesota Statutes, section 282.011. The reviEawconducted on a forest-by-forest and aszabagiarin
accordance with the process and criteria uretartdRules, part 6100.1950. Except as praadagiaph
(d),after each forest is reviewed, the commisssbrobange its status to limited or closed, aptbmdsta
similar status for each of the other areas tsubje@tw under this section after each individwalis
completed.

(b) If the commissioner determines on Janu@fy, tha2the review required under this sectimnbean
completed by December 31, 2006, the complédiorirgateview shall be extended to Decemb@d.3 By2

January 15, 2005, the commissioner shall iygochtirs of the legislative committees wititigarisver

natural resources policy and finance regastatgshed the process required by this section.

(c) Until December 31, 2010, the state foremtsaansuubject to review under this section qoefemam
Minnesota Statutes, section 84.777, unlessdaralificligst or area has been classified asiiohiteed.

(d) Notwithstanding the restrictions in paragrapiMinnesota Statutes, section 84.777, all fdseshdr

the authority of the commissioner as defined intMiSteEstesection 89.001, subdivision 13, and lands
managed by tltemmissioner under Minnesota Statutes, se€tidn #82 aneorth of U.S. Highway 2 shall
maintain their presetdssification unless the commissioner recthssi@gdsinder Minnesota Rules, part
6100.1950. The commissionepshvilie for seasonal trail closures when somdit@mnihem. By December
31, 2008, the commissioner shall complatadiveand designate trails on forest landd Haogtiway &s
provided in this section.

[*Ed. Note: Underlining denotes new languadelladdiegl the 2005 legislative session]

Copyright 2005 by the Office of Revisor of, Statiges Minnesota.
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APPENDIX B

Minnesota Rules, Chapter 6100.1950
Forest Land Classification

6100.1950 MOTOR VEHICLES AND SNOWMOBILES; FOREST LANDS.
Subpart 1.Classified forest landsThe operation of motor vehicles and snowmotiitestdands classified by the
commissioner for purposes of motor vehicle begatrsubpart 2 and Minnesota Statutes 8Se@fidis regulated
according to items A to C.

A. On forest lands classified as managed, anpgreperate a motor vehicle only on forestddadssatrails that are
not posted and designated closed and in aress floated and designated to allow motor vehi&lbjast to the
limitations and exceptions in this part.

B. On forest lands classified as limited, anpeeysoperate a motor vehicle only on forestatoads ribt posted and
designated closed and on forest trails or dreas pwsted and designated to allow motorusehisléject to the
limitations and exceptions in this part.

C. No person shall operate a motor vehicle @bfaawnforest lands classified as closedpuiritegen public waters
where operation is not otherwise prohibitedehd&s that are licensed for use on publigshighwée operated on
forest roads that are not posted or gated Stasgrhobiles may operate on designated trails.

Subp. Zriteria for classificatioithe following criteria shall be consideredhgdiBting forest lands for motor vehicle use:

A. resource sensitivity and management objectives;

B. resource impact by motorized and nonmaeyireduding erosion, rutting, and impactstatiovegeldlife, air,
water, or natural habitats;

motorized and nonmotorized recreationalitpipoarea;

user needs, such as trails, parking, sigtsessd

the degree and trend of motor vehicle eiseda;th

the degree and trend of nonmotor vehictheiaecia;

. competing interests among different userlgobups

H. public safety and law enforcement concerns.

@mmOo o0

Subp. 3Notice and public meetingefore changing the classification of fossktrlamator vehicle use, the commissioner

shall provide notice and a public meeting atzdsfimgyA to C.
A. A public meeting shall be held in the ceuntyravtargest portion of the forest landatatkttmprovide information
to and receive comment from the public regaptimgpsed classification change.

B. Sixty days before the public meeting, bégeraposed classification change shall begiblsgal newspapers
that serve the counties in which the landstededindan a statewide Department of NaturakRemwws release and
in the State Register. The notice shall iretloteay of the proposed action, a requestfoouidint, and notice of
the public meeting.

C. Twenty-one days before the public meetmgfribeé meeting shall be announced in a sépaidment of
Natural Resources news release.

Subp. 4.Commissioner's decisioriThe commissioner shall make a decision gaytodedd classification change after

considering the criteria listed in subpart § patdlencomment received and explaining héuwvegtendanagnitude of the
criteria and comments relate to the classification.

STAT AUTH: M3404514.38884.0385.05285.05385.2086A.05 86A.0639.03189.1%089.2189.71
HIST: 24 SR 208; 25 SR 782; 27 SR 27. Copyri&fii5 by the Office of Revisor of Statutes, Stat&¥afnesota.
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APPENDIX C

Minnesota Statutes 2005, Chapter 84.926
Hunting / Trapping Exceptions

84.926 Vehicle use on public lands; exceptions.

Subd. 1.Exception by permitNotwithstanding secti®hg 73 subdivision 1, aBd.777on a case by case basis, the
commissioner may issue a permit authorizingy aopepsoate an off-highway vehicle on indivticiaigils under the
commissioner's jurisdiction during specifiaddifoespecified purposes.

Subd. 2.All-terrain vehicles; managed or limited foraxftstrail. Notwithstanding sec8dt/77 but subject to the
commissioner's authority under subdivisiorate farest lands classified as managed ordtimétethan the Richard J.
Dorer Memorial Hardwood Forest, a person mafidsgain vehicle off forest trails or fadssivien:

(1) hunting big game or transporting dngnistaiting stands during October, NovemberceanbdeDewhen in
possession of a valid big game hunting license;

(2) retrieving big game in September, vaissasripn of a valid big game hunting license;
(3) tending traps during an open trappingaepsuected furbearers, when in possessaliddfapping license; or

(4) trapping minnows, when in possessaidohamow dealer, private fish hatchery,iofamuditense.

Subd. 3.All-terrain vehicles; closed forests; huntingotwithstanding secBdn/77the commissioner may determine
whether all-terrain vehicles are allowed oo fepesifroads, on state forest lands classifieskds for the purpose of
hunting big game during an open big game sémsdetermination shall be by written ordershegublihe State
Register and is exempt from chapter 14. 13e88aioes not apply.

Subd. 40ff-road and all-terrain vehicles; limited or methégyests; trails Notwithstanding sed®d1777but subject to
the commissioner's authority under subdivisistat® forest lands classified as limited ogdnattegy than the Richard
J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood Forest, a person vehicleseregistered under chapter 168 or8gecfi@or 84.9220n
forest trails that are not designated for @ speeifiien:

(1) hunting big game or transporting dngnistaiting stands during October, NovemberceanbdeDewhen in
possession of a valid big game hunting license;

(2) retrieving big game in September, vaissasripn of a valid big game hunting license;
(3) tending traps during an open trappingaepsuected furbearers, when in possessaliddfapping license; or

(4) trapping minnows, when in possessaidohamow dealer, private fish hatchery,iofampuditense.

Subd. 5.Limitations on off-trail and undesignated trail UBge commissioner may designate areas orestdsn s
that are not subject to the exceptions prosigadivisions 2 and 4. Such designations algeabtsithe rulemaking
provisions of chapter 14 and sdeidf@6does not apply. Before designating such areasrttissioner shall hold a
public meeting in the county where the largestopahne forest lands are located to prowmatiorioto and receive
comment from the public regarding the propasediatesi Sixty days before the public meatag)fribe proposed
designation shall be published in the legal esntedserve the counties in which the lalodatatk in a statewide
Department of Natural Resources news releasteaBithte Register.

HIST: 1984 c 647 s 5; 1986 ¢ 444; 2003 c $2RlatIp2005c 1 art 2 s 45
Copyright 2005 by the Office of Revisor of, Stattetes Minnesota.
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APPENDIX D

Rum River State Forest
Forest Road and Trail Designation Plan
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Rum River State Forest
Forest Road and Trail Designation Plan
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