
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

From: Bump, Samantha (DNR) 
To: Parlow, Marsha GRE-MG 
Subject: RE: NHIS Response: Scenic 69 kV Line 
Date: Thursday, January 3, 2019 3:33:15 PM 
Attachments: image001.png 
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20180248-1a.pdf 
20180248-1amap.pdf 
Identification Guide to Large Nests_MN_WI.pdf 
Updated NHIS Request.pdf 

EXTERNAL 
Hi Marsha, 

I have reviewed the NHIS regarding the above project.  There are no new records in the vicinity of 
the project.  As such, the Natural Heritage letter dated January 2, 2018 is valid until January 3, 
2020. 

Thank you for consulting us on this matter.  If you have any further questions, please feel free to 
contact me. 

Have a great day, 
Samantha Bump 
NHIS Review Specialist | Ecological & Water Resources 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
Phone: 651-259-5091 
Email: Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us 
mndnr.gov 
cid:image001.png@01D49301.342223D0 

From: Parlow, Marsha GRE-MG <mparlow@GREnergy.com> 
Sent: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:33 AM 
To: Joyal, Lisa (DNR) <lisa.joyal@state.mn.us> 
Subject: FW: NHIS Response: Scenic 69 kV Line 

Hi Lisa, 

Could you please put this in for an updated review? 

mailto:mparlow@GREnergy.com
mailto:Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us








  


 


Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Ecological & Water Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4025 
 


January 2, 2018 
Correspondence # ERDB 20180248  


Ms. Marsha Parlow 
Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Boulevard 
Maple Grove, MN  55369 


RE: Natural Heritage Review of the proposed Scenic 69 kV Transmission Line & Substation, 


 


 


 


Dear Ms. Parlow, 


As requested, the Minnesota Natural Heritage Information System has been queried to determine if any rare 
species or other significant natural features are known to occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the 
proposed project.  Based on this query, rare features have been documented within the search area (for details, 
please visit the Rare Species Guide Website for more information on the biology, habitat use, and conservation 
measures of these rare species).  Please note that the following rare features may be adversely affected by the 
proposed project: 


• A portion of the proposed project is within areas the Minnesota Biological Survey (MBS) has preliminarily 
identified a Site of Outstanding and a Site of Moderate Biodiversity Significance.  Sites of Biodiversity 
Significance have varying levels of native biodiversity and are ranked based on the relative significance of 
this biodiversity at a statewide level.  Sites ranked as Outstanding contain the best occurrences of the 
rarest species, the most outstanding examples of the rarest native plant communities, and/or the largest, 
most intact functional landscapes present in the state. Sites ranked as Moderate contain occurrences of 
rare species and/or moderately disturbed native plant communities, and/or landscapes that have a strong 
potential for recovery. These particular Sites contain several high quality native plant communities. 
(Please see attached map; GIS shapefiles of MBS Sites of Biodiversity Significance and DNR Native Plant 
Communities can be downloaded from the MN Geospatial Commons.) 


County Township (N) Range (W) Section(s) 
Itasca 61 26 33, 34 
Itasca 60 26 1-4,9-12 
Itasca 60 25 6-8, 16,17,21,22,24-27 
Itasca 60 24 30 



http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/index.html

https://gisdata.mn.gov/
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Minnesota Department of Natural Resources • Ecological & Water Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155 


 


Given that activities in road rights-of-way can negatively affect adjacent native plant communities, 
especially through the introduction of invasive plant species, disturbance near these ecologically 
significant areas should be minimized.  Actions to minimize disturbance may include, but are not limited 
to, the following recommendations: 


o Confine construction activities to the existing road rights-of-way when crossing the MBS Sites; 
o Directionally bore under Sites; 
o As much as possible, operate within already-disturbed areas;  
o Minimize vehicular disturbance in the area (allow only vehicles necessary for the proposed work);  
o Do not park equipment or stockpile supplies in the area;  
o Do not place spoil within MBS Sites or other sensitive areas; 
o Inspect and clean all equipment prior to bringing it to the site to prevent the introduction and spread 


of invasive species;  
o If possible, conduct the work under frozen ground conditions; 
o Use effective erosion prevention and sediment control measures; 
o Revegetate disturbed soil with native species suitable to the local habitat as soon after construction 


as possible; and 
o Use only weed-free mulches, topsoils, and seed mixes.  Of particular concern are birdsfoot trefoil 


(Lotus corniculatus) and crown vetch (Coronilla varia), two invasive species that are sold commercially 
and are problematic in prairies and disturbed open areas, such as roadsides. 


• Multiple state-listed mussel and fish species have been documented in the Rice River.  Threats from 
stream crossings include crushing from heavy equipment or rip rap, stranding from dewatering, and 
smothering from sediment loading.  As these species are particularly vulnerable to deterioration in water 
quality, especially increased siltation, it is important that effective erosion and sediment control practices 
be implemented and maintained near the river.  To further protect these aquatic species, we recommend 
spanning the river with an overhead line or directional boring with an underground line.  If boring is 
planned, bore pits should be placed away from the water’s edge and erosion control methods should be 
employed to prevent excavation material from entering the water. Upon completion, pits should be filled, 
graded to preconstruction contours, and re-vegetated with native plant species. Please contact me if there 
will be any disturbance to the streambed, as a mussel survey and/or relocation may be required.   


• The Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis), a state listed bird species, and Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) may nest in the area.  Both species are federally protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act and Bald Eagles under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.  Both acts prohibit killing, selling, or 
otherwise harming these birds, their nests, or eggs.  If there will be any tree removal associated with the 
proposed project, the trees should be inspected for nests prior to being cut down.  See the attached fact 
sheet regarding large bird nest identification. The USFWS does issue permits for unintentional disturbance 
and for the taking of a tree.  Please visit the USFWS Eagle website for more information regarding 
conservation measures, management guidelines, and permitting. 



http://www.fws.gov/midwest/eagle/

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/eagle/pdf/NationalBaldEagleManagementGuidelines.pdf

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/MidwestBird/eaglepermits/index.html
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Minnesota Department of Natural Resources • Ecological & Water Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155 


 


• The Environmental Assessment Worksheet should address whether the proposed project has the 
potential to adversely affect the above rare features and, if so, it should identify specific measures that 
will be taken to avoid or minimize disturbance. 


• Please include a copy of this letter in any state or local license or permit application.  Please note that 
measures to avoid or minimize disturbance to the above rare features may be included as restrictions or 
conditions in any required permits or licenses.   


The Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS), a collection of databases that contains information about 
Minnesota’s rare natural features, is maintained by the Division of Ecological and Water Resources, Department 
of Natural Resources.  The NHIS is continually updated as new information becomes available, and is the most 
complete source of data on Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other 
natural features.  However, the NHIS is not an exhaustive inventory and thus does not represent all of the 
occurrences of rare features within the state.  Therefore, ecologically significant features for which we have no 
records may exist within the project area.  If additional information becomes available regarding rare features in 
the vicinity of the project, further review may be necessary. 


For environmental review purposes, the results of this Natural Heritage Review are valid for one year; the results 
are only valid for the project location (noted above) and the project description provided on the NHIS Data 
Request Form.  Please contact me if project details change or for an updated review if construction has not 
occurred within one year.   


The Natural Heritage Review does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources as 
a whole. Instead, it identifies issues regarding known occurrences of rare features and potential effects to these 
rare features.  If you have not done so already, please contact your DNR Regional Environmental Assessment 
Ecologist to determine whether there are other natural resource concerns associated with the proposed project.  
Please be aware that additional site assessments or review may be required.  


Thank you for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural resources.  
An invoice will be mailed to you under separate cover.   


Sincerely, 


 


Samantha Bump 
Natural Heritage Review Specialist 
Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us  


Enc. Map 
Large Bird Nest Identification 



http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html

mailto:Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us
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Links: Rare Species Guide 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/index.html 
MBS Sites of Biodiversity Significance 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/mcbs/biodiversity_guidelines.html  
DNR Native Plant Communities 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/npc/index.html  
USFWS Eagle Information 
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/eagle/ 
DNR Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist Contact Info 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html 
MN Geospatial Commons 
https://gisdata.mn.gov/ 


Cc: Margi Coyle 


 



http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/index.html

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/mcbs/biodiversity_guidelines.html

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/npc/index.html

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/eagle/

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html

https://gisdata.mn.gov/
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IDENTIFICATION GUIDE TO LARGE NESTS 


 
Eagle Nests 
Eagle nests in Minnesota and Wisconsin are usually built in white pine or cottonwood trees, but 
can be built in other trees, such as aspen.  The nests are usually built in a supportive crotch of the 
tree, typically below the highest point of the canopy.  Generally more bowl shaped than osprey 
nests.  The typical eagle nest can vary in size greatly.  They are usually about 5-9 feet in 
diameter, 3-5 feet deep, and composed of large sticks.  (Note: Nests can be up to 8 feet deep).  
The nests are used year after year, and can reach 1,000-2,000 pounds.  The nest tree of an active 
nest will frequently have whitewash on the tree trunk and under the nest, although this is not 
always obvious.  Nests may also have feathers, bones, and small animal carcasses under them.  
Eagles will build multiple nests within their territory; some nests will never be completed and 
will be small.  These unfinished alternate nests are still protected.  Eagles, osprey, and owls 
commonly take over each others nests.  Once an eagle uses a nest, even if they don’t build it, or 
if they don’t use it on a subsequent year, it is still an eagle nest, and all Eagle Act laws still 
apply. 
 


 


Large eagle nest in cottonwood tree in 
agricultural area.  West central Wisconsin 


Moderate-sized eagle nest in cottonwood 
tree, with person climbing up for size 
comparison.  East central MN. 







 


Moderate eagle nest in cottonwood tree, in 
residential area, Minneapolis, MN (photo credit: 
www.birdchick.com) 
 


Large eagle nest in white pine tree, 
Mississippi River, MN.  Adult eagle is above 
and left of the nest. 


Large eagle nest in aspen tree.  Hwy 11, MN 
Photo credit: MN-DOT 


Unfinished eagle nest in white pine.  This 
nest is smaller than the previously pictured 
nests.  Camp Ripley, MN 


 
 







Osprey Nests 
Osprey nests typically resemble a flat (not bowl-shaped) disorganized pile of large sticks.  These 
nests can be as large as eagle nests, but are flatter.  Unlike eagle nests, osprey will sometimes use 
man-made materials, such as bailing twine or plastic bags.  If the nest has been active, the 
nesting material may be covered in whitewash.  Osprey are relatively tolerant of human 
development and will readily nest on top of platforms, light posts, transmission towers, or the 
tops of broken trees.  Osprey usually nest above the crown of the tree and at the highest point of 
a tree or other structure.  However, both eagles and osprey have been known to use each other’s 
nests.   
 


 


 
Osprey nesting on a platform. 
Photo: Ramsey Parks and Recreation 


Osprey nesting on the top of a broken tree.  
Photo credit: Crane Lake Nature Blog 


 
Red-tailed Hawk Nests 
Red-tailed hawk nests are smaller than eagle or osprey nests, and can be as deep as or deeper 
than they are wide.  They have a fairly tight construction, and the sticks that compose the nest 
tend to be smaller than those used for eagle or osprey nests (sticks generally 1-2 cm in diameter).   
 


Adult red-tailed hawk in nest, close-up 
Photo credit: www.sages-place.com 


View of red-tailed hawk nest from the 
ground.  Photo credit: HDR consulting 







Crow/Raven Nests 
Crows can be found breeding throughout the state of Minnesota.  Ravens, although rare, can be 
found in the northeast portion of the state.  Crow/raven nests are typically built out of sticks, 
although they can consist of some grass material.  They are fairly large (although not as large as 
eagle nests).  They usually measure about 2 feet in diameter, and can be up to a foot deep.  They 
tend to have a fairly tight construction. 
 


Crow nest from the side 
Photo credit: www.flickr.com/photos/rbs10025/ 


Crow nest from above, with chicks. 
Photo credit: Kevin J. McGowan 


 
 
Heron Nests 
Heron nests are almost always near water.  Herons nest in a “Rookery” where many nests are 
present, individual nests are rare.   Heron nests are composed of sticks, flat and broad, and 
resembling a thin platform.  Nest will usually appear “messy” and “flimsy”. 
 


Typical heron rookery.  Photo credit: HDR consulting 







Squirrel Nests 
Squirrel nests can reach basketball size or larger.  They are distinguished from bird nests by 
being made mostly of leaf and other “softer” vegetation matter (grasses, etc), and very few 
sticks.  They are usually round shaped, and often look “messy”. 
 


 


Typical squirrel nest, close-up Squirrel nest, from ground 
 
*Unless indicated, all photos were taken by Margaret Rheude, US Fish and Wildlife Service 








NO STAPLES 
PLEASE


NATURAL HERITAGE INFORMATION SYSTEM (NHIS) DATA REQUEST FORM
Please read the instructions on page 3 before filling out the form. Thank you!


DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES


r\i
o
rs)


For Agency Use Only:


Received__________  Due__________


Search Radius______mi. L / I / D


NoR/NoF/NoE/Std/Sub Let___


Inv _ 


EM Map'd _ 


___ Log out.


#Sec


#EOs


#Com


Contact Rqsted? 


Survey Rqsted?


Related ERDB#


WHO IS REQUESTING THE INFORMATION?


Name and Title Marsha Parlow, Transmission Permitting Specialist 
Agency/Company Great River Energy
Mailing
Address 12300 Elm Creek Blvd, Maple Grove, MN 55369


(Street) (City) (State) (Zip Code)


Phone 763-445-5215 e-mail mparlOW@grenergy.com Responses will be sent via email. n
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  If you prefer US Mail check here: 1—1


THIS INFORMATION IS BEING REQUESTED FOR A:


Cl Federal EA GZI State EAW O PUC Site or Route Application C Watershed Plan O BER


C Federal EIS Q State EIS D Local Government Permit C Research Project


O NEPA Checklist O Other (describe) _____________________________________________________________


IZI Check here if this project is funded through any of the following grant programs: Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage 
Council (L-SOHC), Conservation Partners Legacy (CPL), or Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota 
Resources (LCCMR).


INFORMATION WE NEED FROM YOU:


1) Enclose a map of the project boundary/area of interest (topographic maps or aerial photos are preferred).
2) Please provide a GIS shapefile* (NAD 83, UTM Zone 15N) of the project boundary/area of interest.
3) List the following locational information* (attach additional sheets if necessary): ----------


For Agency Use:


For Agency Use: 
Region /MBS Countv Township # Ranae # Section(s) (please list all sections)


TRS Confirmed □
Status


Itasca 61 26 33, 34


Itasca 60 26 1,2, 3, 4,9, 10, 11, 12


Itasca 60 25 6, 7, 8, 16, 17, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27


Itasca 60 24 30


4) Please provide the following information (attach additional sheets if necessary):


Project Name: Scenic 69 kV Transmission Line 
Project Proposer: Great River Energy
Description of Project (including types of disturbance anticipated from the project):


See attached factsheet


Please see the instructions on page 3. Page 1 of4



mailto:mparlOW@grenergy.com





Describe the existing land use of the project site. What types of land cover / habitat will be impacted by the proposed
pioject? p;oacj of way and a couple of cross country segments, with trees, homesteads, wetlands and Scenic Park 


recreation.


List any waterbodies (e.g., rivers, intermittent streams, lakes, wetlands) that may be affected by the proposed project, and 
discuss how they may be impacted (e.g., dewatering, discharge, riverbed disturbance).
6 public water crossings will be spanned (Rice River, 3 crossings of Gale Brrok, 506P, Unnamed stream). Tall growing trees 
will be removed in the newly acquired transmission right of way.


Does the project have the potential to affect any groundwater resources (e.g., groundwater appropriation, change in 
recharge, or contamination)?


No
To your knowledge, has the project undergone a previous Natural Heritage review? If so, please list the correspondence #:
ERDB # 2Q18Q248________ . How does this request differ from the previous request (e.g., change in scope, change in
boundary, project being revived, project expansion, different phase)?


No change. Update review that is over 8 months old.
To your knowledge, have any native plant community or rare species surveys been conducted within the site? If so, please
list: yes: Bald Eagle, Trumpeter Swan, White Pine stand, old growth tree stand in Scenic Park, Spiny Hornwort, and White Pine-Red 


Pine Forest


List any DNR Permits or Licenses that you will be applying for or have already applied for as part of this project:


An application for water crossing license on water crossings. An application for land crossing license for park and other state owned parcels.


INFORMATION WE PROVIDE TO YOU:


1) The response will include a Natural Heritage letter. If applicable, the letter will discuss potential effects to rare features.


□ Check here if you are interested in a list of rare features in the vicinity of the area of interest but you do not need a 
review of potential effects to rare features. Please list the reason a review is not needed:


2) Depending on the results of the query or review, the response may include an Index Report of known aggregation sites 
and known occurrences of federally and state-listed plants and animals* within an approximate one-mile radius of the 
project boundary/area of interest. The Index Report and Natural Heritage letter can be included in any public 
environmental review document.


3) A Detailed Report that contains more information on each occurrence may also be requested. Please note that the 
Detailed Report may contain specific location information that is protected under Minnesota Statutes, section 84.0872, 
subd. 2, and, as such, the Detailed Report may not be included in any public document (e.g., an EAW).


Ga Check here if you would like to request a Detailed Report. Please note that if the results of the review are ‘No 
Effects’ or a standard comment, a Detailed Report may not be available.


FEES / TURNAROUND TIME


There is a fee* for this service. Requests generally take 3-4 weeks from date of receipt to process, and are processed in the 
order received.


I have read the entire form and instructions, and the information supplied above is complete and accurate. I understand that material supplied 
to me from the Natural Heritage Information System is copyrighted and that I am not per mitted to reproduce or publish any of this 
copyrighted material without prior written permission from the DNR. Further, if permission to publish is given, I understand that I must 
credit the Minnesota Division of Ecological and Water Resources, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, as the source of the material.
Signature / /■— ------ Note: Digital signatures representing the name of a person shall be
(required) r v'f sufficient to show that such person has signed this document.


Mail or email completed form to:
Lisa Joyal, Endangered Species Review Coordinator 
Division of Ecological and Water Resources 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 
Review.NHIS@state.mn.us


Online version of the form


Revised Marcli 2, 2012


* Please see the instructions on page 3. Page 2 of 4



mailto:Review.NHIS@state.mn.us
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mailto:mparlow@GREnergy.com
mailto:cid:image001.png@01D49301.342223D0
http:mndnr.gov
mailto:lisa.joyal@state.mn.us
mailto:mparlow@GREnergy.com
mailto:cid:image001.png@01D49301.342223D0
http:mndnr.gov
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Marsha Parlow 
Direct: 763-445-5215 | Cell: 612-345-1212 

* Please consider the environment before you print this e-mail. 

From: Bump, Samantha (DNR) [mailto:samantha.bump@state.mn.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 2, 2018 12:40 PM 
To: Parlow, Marsha GRE-MG <mparlow@GREnergy.com> 
Cc: Coyle, Margi (Anne) (DNR) <margi.coyle@state.mn.us> 
Subject: NHIS Response: Scenic 69 kV Line 

EXTERNAL 

Hi Marsha, 

Attached is the NHIS response regarding the Scenic 69 kV Transmission Line & Substation in Itasca 
County. Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you for your patience. 

Happy New Year, 
Samantha Bump 
NHIS Review Specialist | Ecological & Water Resources 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
Phone: 651-259-5091 
Email: samantha.bump@state.mn.us 
mndnr.gov 

NOTICE TO RECIPIENT: The information contained in this message from Great River 
Energy and any attachments are confidential and intended only for the named recipient(s). If 
you have received this message in error, you are prohibited from copying, distributing or using 
the information. Please contact the sender immediately by return email and delete the original 
message. 

mailto:samantha.bump@state.mn.us
mailto:mparlow@GREnergy.com
mailto:margi.coyle@state.mn.us
mailto:samantha.bump@state.mn.us
http://mndnr.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/MinnesotaDNR
https://twitter.com/mndnr
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/emailupdates/index.html
http:mndnr.gov
mailto:samantha.bump@state.mn.us
mailto:margi.coyle@state.mn.us
mailto:mparlow@GREnergy.com
mailto:mailto:samantha.bump@state.mn.us


  

 

  
  

  
 

 

  
    

   
 

 
    

    

 

 

 

  

    
     

     
      

    
 

      
     

  
      

      
      

  
      

    
  

    
    
    
    
    

 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Ecological & Water Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4025 

January 2, 2018 
Correspondence # ERDB 20180248 

Ms. Marsha Parlow 
Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Boulevard 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 

RE: Natural Heritage Review of the proposed Scenic 69 kV Transmission Line & Substation, 

County Township (N) Range (W) Section(s) 
Itasca 61 26 33, 34 
Itasca 60 26 1-4,9-12 
Itasca 60 25 6-8, 16,17,21,22,24-27 
Itasca 60 24 30 

Dear Ms. Parlow, 

As requested, the Minnesota Natural Heritage Information System has been queried to determine if any rare 
species or other significant natural features are known to occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the 
proposed project.  Based on this query, rare features have been documented within the search area (for details, 
please visit the Rare Species Guide Website for more information on the biology, habitat use, and conservation 
measures of these rare species).  Please note that the following rare features may be adversely affected by the 
proposed project: 

• A portion of the proposed project is within areas the Minnesota Biological Survey (MBS) has preliminarily 
identified a Site of Outstanding and a Site of Moderate Biodiversity Significance.  Sites of Biodiversity 
Significance have varying levels of native biodiversity and are ranked based on the relative significance of 
this biodiversity at a statewide level. Sites ranked as Outstanding contain the best occurrences of the 
rarest species, the most outstanding examples of the rarest native plant communities, and/or the largest, 
most intact functional landscapes present in the state. Sites ranked as Moderate contain occurrences of 
rare species and/or moderately disturbed native plant communities, and/or landscapes that have a strong 
potential for recovery. These particular Sites contain several high quality native plant communities. 
(Please see attached map; GIS shapefiles of MBS Sites of Biodiversity Significance and DNR Native Plant 
Communities can be downloaded from the MN Geospatial Commons.) 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/index.html
https://gisdata.mn.gov/
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Given that activities in road rights-of-way can negatively affect adjacent native plant communities, 
especially through the introduction of invasive plant species, disturbance near these ecologically 
significant areas should be minimized.  Actions to minimize disturbance may include, but are not limited 
to, the following recommendations: 

o Confine construction activities to the existing road rights-of-way when crossing the MBS Sites; 
o Directionally bore under Sites; 
o As much as possible, operate within already-disturbed areas; 
o Minimize vehicular disturbance in the area (allow only vehicles necessary for the proposed work); 
o Do not park equipment or stockpile supplies in the area; 
o Do not place spoil within MBS Sites or other sensitive areas; 
o Inspect and clean all equipment prior to bringing it to the site to prevent the introduction and spread 

of invasive species; 
o If possible, conduct the work under frozen ground conditions; 
o Use effective erosion prevention and sediment control measures; 
o Revegetate disturbed soil with native species suitable to the local habitat as soon after construction 

as possible; and 
o Use only weed-free mulches, topsoils, and seed mixes. Of particular concern are birdsfoot trefoil 

(Lotus corniculatus) and crown vetch (Coronilla varia), two invasive species that are sold commercially 
and are problematic in prairies and disturbed open areas, such as roadsides. 

• Multiple state-listed mussel and fish species have been documented in the Rice River. Threats from 
stream crossings include crushing from heavy equipment or rip rap, stranding from dewatering, and 
smothering from sediment loading.  As these species are particularly vulnerable to deterioration in water 
quality, especially increased siltation, it is important that effective erosion and sediment control practices 
be implemented and maintained near the river. To further protect these aquatic species, we recommend 
spanning the river with an overhead line or directional boring with an underground line. If boring is 
planned, bore pits should be placed away from the water’s edge and erosion control methods should be 
employed to prevent excavation material from entering the water. Upon completion, pits should be filled, 
graded to preconstruction contours, and re-vegetated with native plant species. Please contact me if there 
will be any disturbance to the streambed, as a mussel survey and/or relocation may be required. 

• The Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis), a state listed bird species, and Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) may nest in the area. Both species are federally protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act and Bald Eagles under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.  Both acts prohibit killing, selling, or 
otherwise harming these birds, their nests, or eggs.  If there will be any tree removal associated with the 
proposed project, the trees should be inspected for nests prior to being cut down.  See the attached fact 
sheet regarding large bird nest identification. The USFWS does issue permits for unintentional disturbance 
and for the taking of a tree. Please visit the USFWS Eagle website for more information regarding 
conservation measures, management guidelines, and permitting. 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources • Ecological & Water Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/eagle/
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/eagle/pdf/NationalBaldEagleManagementGuidelines.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/MidwestBird/eaglepermits/index.html
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• The Environmental Assessment Worksheet should address whether the proposed project has the 
potential to adversely affect the above rare features and, if so, it should identify specific measures that 
will be taken to avoid or minimize disturbance. 

• Please include a copy of this letter in any state or local license or permit application. Please note that 
measures to avoid or minimize disturbance to the above rare features may be included as restrictions or 
conditions in any required permits or licenses. 

The Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS), a collection of databases that contains information about 
Minnesota’s rare natural features, is maintained by the Division of Ecological and Water Resources, Department 
of Natural Resources.  The NHIS is continually updated as new information becomes available, and is the most 
complete source of data on Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other 
natural features.  However, the NHIS is not an exhaustive inventory and thus does not represent all of the 
occurrences of rare features within the state.  Therefore, ecologically significant features for which we have no 
records may exist within the project area.  If additional information becomes available regarding rare features in 
the vicinity of the project, further review may be necessary. 

For environmental review purposes, the results of this Natural Heritage Review are valid for one year; the results 
are only valid for the project location (noted above) and the project description provided on the NHIS Data 
Request Form. Please contact me if project details change or for an updated review if construction has not 
occurred within one year. 

The Natural Heritage Review does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources as 
a whole. Instead, it identifies issues regarding known occurrences of rare features and potential effects to these 
rare features.  If you have not done so already, please contact your DNR Regional Environmental Assessment 
Ecologist to determine whether there are other natural resource concerns associated with the proposed project.  
Please be aware that additional site assessments or review may be required. 

Thank you for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural resources. 
An invoice will be mailed to you under separate cover. 

Sincerely, 

Samantha Bump 
Natural Heritage Review Specialist 
Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us 

Enc. Map 
Large Bird Nest Identification 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources • Ecological & Water Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html
mailto:Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us
mailto:Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us
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Links: Rare Species Guide 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/index.html 
MBS Sites of Biodiversity Significance 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/mcbs/biodiversity_guidelines.html 
DNR Native Plant Communities 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/npc/index.html 
USFWS Eagle Information 
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/eagle/ 
DNR Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist Contact Info 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html 
MN Geospatial Commons 
https://gisdata.mn.gov/ 

Cc: Margi Coyle 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources • Ecological & Water Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/mcbs/biodiversity_guidelines.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/npc/index.html
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/eagle/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html
https://gisdata.mn.gov/
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