


Recreational Opportunities and Management

Bob Dunn Recreation Area
Recreational Trails & Activities

Area Resource Topics
Hunting Opportunities

Uncas Dunes SNA



























Ann Lake Horse Camp

2014 2015 2016 2014 2015 2016 as of 8/22

April 0 4

May 185 264 219 58 55 43

June 239 365 366 10 11 19

July 483 342 458 15 9 18

Aug 412 323 17 9

Sept 270 262 26 22

Oct 61 137 18 28

1650 1697 1043 144 134 80

2014 2015 2016 as of 8/22
Ann Lake CG $24,270.00 $28,802.00 $21,511.00
Horse CG $3,470.00 $3,302.00 $2,026.00

Sand Dunes Total $27,740.00 $32,104.00 $23,537.00







 18 miles of Horse trails (designated)
 3+ miles of ungroomed, Cross Country Ski trails
 Approximately 15 miles of GIA Snowmobile trail
 Other popular recreation activities

 Hiking and birding
 Snowshoeing
 St. Francis River Access
 Hunting
 Uncas Dunes SNA
 Special Use permits 















Goal: To limit conflicts between recreational trail   
management/use and timber management      
or harvest activities.

 Considerations 

 Trail re-routes (Temporary/Permanent)

 Specifications and Policies



 Sandy Soils

 Rolling Slopes

 Invasive Plants

 Vandalism & Trash

 Public Safety & Compatible Use

 Trail Sustainability



















 Small game 

 Wild turkey 

 Waterfowl

 White-tailed deer



09/17/16 - 12/31/16  Deer Hunt - Archery

11/05/16 - 11/13/16  Deer Hunt - Firearm

11/26/16 - 12/11/16  Deer Hunt - Muzzleloader

10/01/16 - 10/30/16  Fall Turkey season

09/24/16 - Waterfowl (season opener)

*Small game seasons vary – check regulations for species



 One of Minnesota’s longest open seasons for hunting; 
season varies by game species.

 Common species include rabbit and squirrel, small game 
season also covers game birds such as grouse, pheasant, 
woodcock and partridge.   

 Sand Dunes State Forest is a popular destination for small 
game hunting due to it’s optimal mix of habitat.  



 Sand Dunes State Forest is located in turkey permit area 
507, which encompasses all or part of 15 counties. 

 This permit area is located within the prairie/forest 
transition area of central and west-central Minnesota.   

 Perfect mixture agricultural, grassland, and woodland 
habitats for wild turkey.



 The turkey population in this permit area has prospered 
since the early-1990s.

 Turkeys were established beginning in 1983 by releasing 
over 1,300 birds at 70 sites within the permit area.

 Spring hunter densities in the permit area are relatively 
low with less than one hunter for every 4 sq. miles of land 
base.



 Sand Dunes State Forest is in the central duck and goose  
zone and sees limited hunting in the fall.

 Waterfowl hunting occurs on the south end of Ann Lake, 
some of the bogs bordering SDSF and some sections of 
the Saint Francis River.

 Season and bag limits are outlined in the annual waterfowl 
regulations supplement.  



 Minnesota’s most abundant big game species.

 Very adaptable, found in every county in Minnesota.

 Favor early succession forest, woodland, open grassland 
and brushland habitat.



 Deer prefer “edge” habitat and diverse landscapes that 
provide food, cover, water and space.

 Most important spring/summer food sources include 
grasses, buds and blossoms from a variety of herbs, shrubs 
and trees.

 Acorns provide important nutrition in the fall and winter 
as deer build up fat reserves.



 Sand Dunes State Forest is part of deer permit area 223, 
including most of Sherburne County.

 This permit area is designated as “Managed” for 2016, 
allowing a two deer bag limit. 

 Hunters can use any combination of licenses and bonus 
permits to tag both deer (archery, firearms, muzzleloader).  



 Stakeholder advisory teams met in 2015 to provide input 
for deer population goals in Central Minnesota.    

 Recommended a 25% increase in deer populations in 
permit area 223 over 2014 population estimates.

 2014 and 2015 deer seasons were conservative – Hunter’s 
Choice (one deer limit, buck or doe).  



 Consecutive mild winters (2014 & 2015) coupled with 
conservative regulations have increased deer populations.  

 Target density is 16-21 deer per square mile.   



 Hunting seasons and regulations are the primary means of 
managing deer populations. 

 Strong firearms and archery deer hunting participation in 
permit area 223 allows for stable deer herd management.







The state legislature has,
by law, given SNAs the highest 
degree of legal protection. 

They are preserved against 
development or uses 
incompatible with their
natural states.

Each SNA is assessed for compatible 
uses and exceptions to prohibited 
activities are included in the 
Commissioner's Designation Order 



 Hunting 

 Nature Observation e.g. Bird Watching

 Hiking and dog walking

 Photography

 Snowshoeing and cross-country skiing

 Snowmobiling on existing trail in north unit only

 Other activities that do not disturb natural conditions



 Small game 

 Wild turkey 

 Waterfowl

 White-tailed deer



 Bird Watching – over 100 documented species

 Herpetology – over 21 documented species

 Butterfly, Tiger beetle and other invertebrates – Hundreds 
to thousands of species possible 

 Native Plants – numerous! 



 Hiking and dog walking are allowed on site.

 No trails managed by the SNA program.



 Snowshoeing and cross-country skiing are allowed on site.

 No trails managed by the SNA program.



 Allowed on existing trail in north unit only.
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