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Adaptive Resource Management 
 

Adaptive management is a decision process that promotes flexible decision making that can be 
adjusted as outcomes from management actions and other events become better understood 
(Williams et. al 2007).   Monitoring of these outcomes advances scientific understanding and 
supports adjustments in policies and operations.  
 
Adaptive management provides for addressing biological/ecological, social, and economic goals 
with stakeholder involvement.   
 
Passive adaptive management focuses on implementation of management actions followed by 
review and evaluation of outcomes (Allan 2007).  Important components of effective passive 
management include:  

• Evaluation 
• Reflection 
• Communication 
• Incorporation of learning into planning and management    

 
Active adaptive management entails a stronger emphasis on learning by utilizing methods to test 
hypotheses (e.g., using a range of treatments and monitoring results) and is not being proposed 
for this process.   
 
Adaptive management approaches are used in several  Minnesota DNR Fisheries Management 
Section large lake plans. 

• Harvest Plans for Red Lakes Walleye Stock 
• Fisheries Management Plan for the Minnesota Waters of Lake Superior 
• Lake Management Plan, LakeVermilion 

 
Using a more formal adaptive management framework has the potential to increase collaboration 
and learning among diverse interests, and increase transparent decision making.   
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