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ABOUT THIS GUIDE

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has prepared two 
publications in response to the recommendations of the GREAT I 
Study and the demand of the boating public for a detailed guide of 
Minnesota’s great rivers.  This is one of two river guides that covers 
the most popular portions of the Mississippi, St. Croix and 
Minnesota rivers (see inset on back cover).

These guides are intended to assist boaters on the rivers and to pro-
mote safe and enjoyable use of the resource.  They contain detailed 
maps of the rivers and include frequently requested information on 
boating facilities, safety aspects and hazards specific to the Missis-
sippi, St. Croix and Minnesota rivers.

Take a few minutes to read through the safety information section in 
the next few pages.  The BOATING ON THE BIG RIVER section 
on page 6 is especially important to boaters on the Mississippi 
River.  Be informed about submerged wing dams and stump fields.  
IT COULD SAVE YOUR MOTOR’S LOWER UNIT!  Also know the 
proper boating procedures around towboats as well as locks and 
dams.  IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!

NOTE: 

 	 A river, by its character, is constantly changing its physical 
  dimensions.  The rivers portrayed in this guide are no excep- 
  tion. While the mapping for this guide utilized the latest  
  information, changes may have occurred.  It is suggested that  
  the user exercise  care when navigating, especially in the  
  backwater areas where changes occur more frequently.

 	 The information provided on marinas and other facilities is  
  done as a public service for boaters. This is not an endorse-
  ment by the State of Minnesota or the Minnesota Department 
  of Natural Resources of the private facilities or services listed 
  in this publication. Facilities are also subject to change.

Using This Guide

Using this river guide is easy.  An index of maps and a fold-out 
legend is located on the back cover. An explanation of each facility 
is located on the facing or previous page for each map.  Facilities 
are indexed by river mile and side of river (left or right when going 
downstream).  Note:  state parks as well as many county and 
regional parks require entrance fees for motor vehicles.


