
Less than
4" space

License Number Area Right
(starboard)
side of boat

Decal to rear
and within 4"
of license number

License Number
at least 3" high letters MN  1234  AB{3"

2" - 3"
space

License Number
at least 3" high letters MN  1234  AB{3"

2" - 3"
space

Less than
4" space

License Number Area

Decal to rear
and within 4"
of license number

Left (port)
side of boat
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DANGER!
HAZARDOUS RECIRCULATING
CURRENTS BELOW THIS DAM

CAN TRAP AND DROWN A VICTIM

16 feet or longer
except canoes
and kayak

Less than 16 feet
or any size canoe 
or kayak

Summary of Boating 
Regulations and Water 

Safety Tips
Boat Licenses
Most boats are required to be licensed with the Min-
nesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR). 
This includes motorboats, rowboats, canoes and 
kayaks. Boats with no motors that are nine feet in 
length or shorter do NOT need to be licensed. Boats 
are required to display the registration number and 
validation decal on both sides of the forward half 
of the craft. Boats used: 1) for duck hunting dur-
ing the duck season and 2) for harvesting rice dur-
ing the wild rice harvest season are exempt from 
licensing. For information on how to obtain a boat 
license, contact the DNR Registration & Titling Sec-
tion (651) 296-2316 or toll free (800) 285-2000.

Life Preservers 
On all boats, there must be a readily accessible U.S. 
Coast Guard approved wearable life jacket for each 
person on board. Readily accessible means that the 
life jacket can be easily retrieved within a reason-
able amount of time in an emergency. Life jackets 
must be in good condition and of the proper size 
and type for the person it is intended. 

In addition, on boats 16 feet and longer (except 
canoes and kayaks) there must also be at least one 
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U.S. Coast Guard approved Type IV throwable de-
vice immediately available. In most cases this will 
be a buoyant seat cushion. If someone falls out of 
the boat or is in trouble in the water, throw the cush-
ion to the person and tell them to hang on to it until 
they can be rescued.

Children under ten years old must wear a life jacket 
when on board any boat while it is underway. Un-
derway means not attached to a permanent mooring 
or tied to a dock. 

It is a smart idea for everyone to always wear a life 
jacket when in a boat. There just isn’t time to put one 
on before an accident happens.

Boat Lights 
Boats are required to have lights between sunset and 
sunrise. Non-motorized boats must carry at least a 
white light, such as a flashlight, to display in time to 
avoid a collision with other watercraft. Motorboats, 
when moving, must have a red and green bow light 
and a white stern light that is visible from 360 de-
grees around the boat. If your motorboat is anchored 
you need to display only the 360-degree light.

Boat Operator Ages 
There are age restrictions for children under 18 years 
old operating motorboats. Please check with the 

DNR for more information before allowing a child 
to drive a motorboat.

Tubing 
Tubing behind a boat should be done at a slow 
speed and only good swimmers wearing life jack-
ets should be passengers on the tube. Turns should 
be made gradually and away from shore, other 
boats, swim rafts and docks to reduce the chance 
of a collision. There must be either an observer, or 
a wide-angle rearview mirror so the boat operator 
can watch the tubers.

Dams
There are powerful currents near the 
base of both large and small dams that 
can trap a person or boat. It is best to stay 
well away from dams. On the Mississippi 

River, (except in the lock approach areas) you may 
not operate your boat closer than 600 feet above 
nor 150 feet below any dam from Minneapolis to 
the Iowa border.

Swimming Safety
It is always best to swim at a beach or pool where 
lifeguards are on duty. Children should receive 
swimming lessons and also be watched very close-
ly while they are in the water – even if there are 
lifeguards. Avoid swimming in ponds, rivers and 
water-filled gravel pits. 

Children and Water
Always watch children around water even when 
they are not swimming – water is fascinating to 
them and they do not realize it can also be dan-
gerous.

Getting help
In any emergency situation on the water, call 911 
immediately on a cell or regular phone and de-
scribe the problem and where you are. Stay on the 
line to help emergency responders find you.

This document is available in alternative formats to individuals with dis-
abilities by calling the phone numbers above.

For more information, call:

(Metro Area) (651) 259-5400  (MN Toll Free) 1-888-646-6367
Telecommunication Device for the Deaf
(Metro Area) (651) 296-5484  (MN Toll Free) 1-800-657-3929

e-mail: boatandwater@dnr.state.mn.us 

www.mndnr.gov/boating
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esck‘IsegÅb GMBIcºab’e¨bICMniHpÂèvTwk  
nig suvtÄiPaBk~¬gTwk

b&NöGnuJïatiebIkbrCMniHpÂèvTwk
CMniHpÂèvTwkPaKe¨cIn ¨tUveKt¨mUv[man b&NöGnuJÆati[ 
tamry:¨ksYgFnFan FmµCati«nrd½ mIensUta (DNR). 
CMniHpÂèvTwk KWmanrab’cUlTaMg kaNUt TUkEcv TUkkanU nig TUk 
xay”ak’. CMniHpÂèvTwkKµanm”asIun Edlman¨bEvg¨VMbYnhÃIt 
ÉxÂICagenaH minVc’manb&NöGnuJïatiebIkeT.  
CMniHpÂèvTwk¨tUveKt¨mUv[dak’elxcuHeQµaH nigVÂksuBlPaB 
enATaMg sgxag«nPaKmYy kMNat’xagmuxrbs’yanTaMgenH. 
CMniHpÂèvTwkEdle¨bIsMrab’: 1) sMrab’Vj’TaenArdUvTa nig 2) sM
rab’¨cUt¨sUvenArdUvc¨mUt¨sUv¨sEg” minVc’manb&NöGnuJïatieT. 
edImºInwgTTYlBtáman GMBIrebobsMusMbu¨tGnuJïati 
e¨bICMniHpÂèvTwk sUmTak’TgCamYy DNR saxa xagcuHeQµaH nig 
lixitbJØak’enAelx (651) 296-2316 Éelx²tykkM«r (800) 

285-2000.

¨bdab’¨bdasMrab’CYyrk§aCIvit
enAk~¬gCMniHpÂèvTwkTaMgGs’ ¨tUvEtmanGavkarJrCIvit 
Edlykmke¨bIeday¨sYl ehIyEdlGgð karG~kkar 
Jryameq~r«nshrd½TTYlsðal’ sMrab’mnus§ral’K~aEdl 
enAk~¬gCMniHpÂèvTwk. yk mke¨bIeday¨sYlVnn&yfa 
eKGacnwgykGavkarJrCIvit mke¨bIVnedaye¨bIry: eBlsm 
rm´enAk~¬gkrNIGasn~. GavkarJrCIvit¨tUvEtenAmanlkÅN:lí 
nigmanTMhM nig¨bePT ¨tUv sMrab’G~kEdl¨tUve¨bI.

bEnÄmBIenaH enAelICMniHpÂèvTwkEdlman¨bEvg Á¤ 
É elIsBI Á¤ hÃIIt (elIkElgEtTUkkanU nig 
TUkxay”ak’) ¨tUvEtman¨bdab’EdleVHVn CMBUk 

IV EdlG~kkarBaryameq~r«nshrd½ TTYl sðal’ 
y”agticmYyEdr. k~¬gkrNIPaKe¨cIn ¨bdab’enHKW 
CaBUk¨Tab’Ggð¬yEdlGEN‘telITwk. ebIG~kNaFÂak’ 
ecjBICMniHpÂèvTwkcUlk~¬gTwk ÉmanbJúaenAk~¬gTwk 
sUmeVHBUkeTAG~kenaH ehIy ¨Vb’eK[etagBUkenaH 
rhUtdl’eBlmaneKeTACYye¨sac¨sg’.

kUnekµge¨kam Á¼ q~aM ¨tUvEtJk’GavkarJrCIvit kalNaenA
k~¬gCMniHpÂèvTwkenAeBlEdlCMniHpÂèv Twk enaHkMBugeFÃIdMeNIr. 
kMBugeFÃIdMeNIrVnesck‘Ifa minctCaGci«¨n‘y_ 
ÉcgCab’eTAnwgEp.

KWCaKMnitlísMrab’mnus§¨Kb’TaMgGs’ ̈ tUvBak’GavkarJrCIvitCanicÍ 
enAeBlEdlenACiHCMniHpÂèv Twk. KWKµaneBlJk’eT 
enAmuneBle¨KaH f~ak’ekIteLIgenaH.

ePÂIgbMPÂWCMniHpÂèvTwk
CMniHpÂèvTwk¨tUvmanePÂIgbMPÂW BIeBl«f©lic nigdl’«f©rH. 
CMniHpÂèvTwkEdlKµanm”asuIn¨tUvy”ag ehacNas’ 
mancegûogBnÂWsmYy dUcCaEkvqÂ¬HedImºIqÂ¬HbgúajxÂçneBlxÂH 
edImºIkMu[bukK~aCa mYyCMniHpÂèvTwkäeTot. CMniHpÂèvTwkmanm”asuIn 
enAeBlEdlebIkbr ¨tUvEtmanePÂIg¨khmnig «btgenAxagmux 
nigePÂIgsenAk«n§ EdleKGacemIlCMuvijCMniHpÂèvTwkTaMg £¤¼ 
Gg§a. ebI CMniHpÂèvTwkmanm”asuInrbs’elakG~kenAdak’Cab’nwgyufûa 
elakG~k¨tUvEtbgúajePÂIg EdleK GacemIlCMuvijCMniHpÂèvTwkTaMg
£¤¼Gg§ab”ueNöaH. 

Gayu«nG~kebIkbrCMniHpÂèvTwk
mankarkMrithamXat’min[ekµgEdlmanGayue¨kamÁ¥ 
q~aMebIkbrCMniHpÂèvTwkmanm”asIun. sUm Tak’TgCamYy DNR 
edImºIykBtámanbEnÄm munnwgGnuJïat[kUnekµgebIkbrCMniHpÂèvTwk 
man m”asuIn.

kare¨bIeBag
kare¨bIeBagenAxage¨kayCMniHpÂèvTwk 
KYrEteFÃIeTAedayebIkelº¯nyWt ehIymanEtG~kecH 
EhlTwkVnlíb”ueNöaH EdlmanJk’GavkarJrCIvit¨tUv 
CwHeBag. eBlbt’¨tUvbt’bn‘icm‘g nigenAq©ayBI¨caMg 
q©ayBICMniHpÂèvTwkäeTot kºènEhl  
nigEpedImºIecosvagkMu[mankarbukK~a. ÉmYy¨tUvmanG~kemIl 
ÉkJÍk’EdlemIlVnrgÃg’mumFM sMrab’[G~kebIkbrCMniHpÂèvTwk 
emIlG~kCiHeBageXIj.

TMnb’Twk
mancrn‘xÂaMgenACitEp~kxage¨kam«nTMnb’TMhMFMÉtUc 
EdlGaceFÃI[mnus§ÉCMniHpÂèvTwkecjmin rYc. 
Cakarlí¨besIr ¨tUvecos{´q©ayBITMnb’. enAelITenÂ 

mIsIussIuBI (elIkElgEtm‘M¬Cit kEnÂgbitebIksõan) elakG~k
min¨tUvebIkbrCMniHpÂèvTwkrbs’elakG~k CitCag ¤¼¼ hÃIt enA 
Ep~kxagelI«nTMnb’É Á°¼ hÃItenA«p~kxage¨kam«nTMnb’ cab’BI 
mInIGab”UlIs eTAdl’Cay EdnGayy”Uva”.

suvtiÄPaBk~¬gkarEhlTwk
Cakarlí¨besIr ebIEhlTwkenAeq~rx§ac’ ÉenAGag
EhlTwkEdlmanG~kyamkarJrCIvit enAeFÃIkar. 
kUnekµgKYrEteronrebobEhlTwk nig¨tUvmanmnus§emIltamdan 
[Cab’Edr enAeBlEdl eKenAk~¬gTwk - eTaHbImanG~kyam 
karJrCIvitk*eday. cUrecosvagkMuEhlTwk enAk~¬g¨sH TenÂ nig 
GnÂg’TwkEdleKCIkyk¨kYs.

kUnekµgnigTwk
¨tUvemIlekµgCanicÍenAeBlEdlBYkeKenACitTwk 
eTaHbIBYkeKminEhlTwkk*eday - TwkEtgEt Tak’Tajcit‘ekµg 
ehIyBYkeKminVncab’GarmµN_faTwkGacnwgp‘l’e¨KaHf~ak’Edr.

rkCMnYy
enAeBlmanGasn~enAk~¬gTwk cUrTUrs&BæehAeTAelx 
»ÁÁ PÂam edaye¨bITUrs&Bæ«d ÉTUrs&Bæ Fmµta 
nigBNánabJúa nigTIkEnÂg¨Vb’dl’eK. enAcaMs‘ab’rhUt 
edImºICYYyG~kCMnYybnæan’[rk elakG~keXIj.

DANGER!
HAZARDOUS RECIRCULATING
CURRENTS BELOW THIS DAM

CAN TRAP AND DROWN A VICTIM

äksarenHmanerobcMCarebobep§g sMrab’mnus§Bikar 
EdlGacTTYlVnedayehAeTAelx TUrs&BæEdlmanenAxagelIenH.

edImºITTYlBtámanbEnÄm sUmehATUrs&BæeTAelx:
(k~¬gbrievN¨kug)  (¤°Á) ª°»-°¢¼¼   (mInIsUtaelx²tykkM«r) Á-¥¥¥-¤¢¤-¤£¤¦
TUrs&BæsMrab’mnus§fÂg’
(k~¬gbrievn¨kug)  (¤°Á) ª»¤-°¢¥¢     (mInIsUtaelx²tykkM«r) Á-¥¼¼-¤°¦-£»ª»

GIumal: boatandwater@dnr.state.mn.us 

www.mndnr.gov/boating

kalanuvt‘PaBesµIK~a k~¬gkarcUlrYmnigTTYlpl¨beyaCn_ BI¨ksYgFnFanFmµCati«nrd½ mInIsUta mansMrab’G~kTaMgGs’ 
eTaHbIeKman Catisasn_ BNá smºu¬r TMenomTmÂab’ sasna Catisasn_edIm ePT lIvÉmanb‘I¨bBnì TTYl¨Vk’rd½ÉGt’ Gayu 
cMNUlxagrYmePT BikarPaB É skmµPaBdMNagsiTìimnus§enAk~¬g¨sukPUmiGÃIk*eday. karesIubsYr BIkar¨bkan’ ¨tUvepÆIeTA 
¨ksYgFnFanFmµCati«nrd½mInIsUta 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155 – 4049.
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MN 2000 GT

MN  4316  AD

Á¤ hÃIt É EvgCag Á¤ hÃIt 
elIkElgEtTUkkanU nigTUkxay”ak’

xÂICag Á¤ hÃIt É TUkkanU 
nigTUkxay”ak’ TMhMb”unµank*eday

MN  1234  AB{3"

MN  1234  AB{3"
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xags‘aM (EKms‘aM) 
CMehog«nkaNUt

xageqÃg 
(EKmxageqÃg) 
CMehog«nkaNUt

elxb&NöebIkbr 
Gk§ry”agtickMBs’ 3 
GIunQWs(3”)

elxb&NöebIkbr 
Gk§ry”agtickMBs’ 3 
GIunQWs(3”)

VÂkenAe¨kay 
nigenAy”age¨cIncm©ay  
4” BI elxsMbu¨tebIkbr

VÂkenAe¨kay 
nigenAy”age¨cIncm©ay  
4” BI elxsMbu¨tebIkbr

kEnÂgelxsMbu¨tebIkbr 
cenÂaH 2” - 3”

kEnÂgelxsMbu¨tebIkbr 
cenÂaH 2” - 3”

cenÂaHticCag 4”

cenÂaHticCag 4”

kEnÂgdak’elxb&NöGnuJïat

kEnÂgdak’elxb&NöGnuJïat


