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Image 1 
 

 

 

Definition of Wildfire: 
 

An unplanned and 
uncontrolled fire spreading 
through vegetative fuels, at 
times involving structures. 

 
Source:  Firewise Glossary 
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Image 2 
Minnesota Map 
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Image 3 

 

Fire Triangle 
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Image 4 

 

Fire Behavior Triangle 
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Image 5 
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Image 6 
 
 

U.S. Public Land Survey System 

 
            Principal Meridians and Base LInes 
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Image 7 

 
U.S. Public Land Survey System 

 

Examples of Minnesota Townships  
 

NW corner of Minnesota                   NE corner of Minnesota 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       T160R48 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minnesota Townships 
   based on the 5th Principal  
                 Meridian 

 
A Minnesota PLSS Township Divided into 36 Sections  

(1 mile by 1 mile) 
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Image 8 
 
 

Firewise Home Rating  
Classification System 

 

 
You will be classifying each home as: 

 
1 – No Risk:  Structure is “in the clear”.  No trees or very 

few trees anywhere near the structure. 
 
2 – Low Risk:  Structure has trees nearby, but they are at 

least 30 feet from the structure.  Note:  30 feet is the 
width of a typical house. 

 
3 – Moderate Risk:  Structure has trees within 30 feet. 
 
4 – High Risk:  Structure has trees within 30 feet and 

trees are so close to the structure that your view of 
the structure is obscured on at least one side by the 
tree canopy. 

 
5 – Extreme Risk:  Structure has trees within 30 feet and 

trees are so close to the structure that your view of 
the structure is obscured on the south or west sides 
or multiple sides by the tree canopy.  (Home is “buried 
in the trees”.) 

 
 


