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Mission

Scientific and Natural Areas are established 
to protect and perpetuate, in an undisturbed 
natural state, those lands and waters 
embracing natural features of exceptional 
scientific and educational value.

Natural areas contain rare species, native 
plant communities and geological features of 
statewide significance. They are open to 
public use compatible with the mission.

Goal
The SNA Program’s goal is to ensure that our 
natural heritage is not lost from any area of 
Minnesota. This requires protection and 
management of all features in sufficient 
quantity and distribution across the 
landscape. The Program’s 
long range system plan is 
to protect at least:

• Five locations of native 
plant communities in 
each landscape area
• Three locations per area 
of each rare species, plant 
or animal, and geological 
feature

Protecting multiple sites in each landscape 
area is a vital means of capturing the full 
range of genetic diversity and preventing the 
loss of important species, communities, and 
features. This strategy follows the wisdom of 
not putting all our eggs in one basket.

How you can help

Volunteer... It’s lots of fun: Join others on 
Volunteer Project days. Volunteers collect 
seeds, plant seedlings, control invasive 
species, and perform other management 
tasks. Volunteers are also needed to take 
photographs, write articles, and other duties. 
Projects are normally on Saturdays, from 10 
AM to 2 PM. Find dates, locations, directions, 
and tasks at mndnr.gov/volunteering/sna.

Consider a donation: Contact program staff 
to discuss a donation. Specify if you would 
like to contribute property or funds for land 
acquisition, management, or educational 
purposes. Information about other land 
protection options is also available.

Plant native plants: You can restore or 
reconstruct native plant communities on your 
own land. Several free resources are available 
to get you started.

For more information
Department of Natural Resources
Scientific & Natural Areas Program
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN  55155-4025

651-296-6157 or 1-888-MINNDNR 
mndnr.gov/snas

Coniferous Forest – Lutsen SNA

Deciduous Woods – Wood-Rill SNA

Prairie Grassland – Prairie Coteau SNA

A Guide to Minnesota’s Scientific and 
Natural Areas (published in 1999) 
provides background information, 
directions and details on all SNAs. Look 
for it at your local bookstores, libraries, 
and on the web at: mndnr.gov.

Over 155 sites preserve a 
wide range of Minnesota’s 

natural diversity.

Landscape
  areas

You’re invitedto visit Scienti�c and 
Natural Areas throughout the year. Enjoy the undisturbed natural 
quality of these sites. Most SNA's do not have trails or other recreational 
facilities, so come prepared. Hiking, birdwatching, nature photography, 
snowshoeing or other activities that do not disturb natural conditions 
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