
Naturalist Programs Available at Wild River State Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program Description Recommended 
Grade Level 

Program 
Length 

Recommended 
Group Size* 

Prairie 
Restoration: 

Seed Collecting 

 
ACTIVITY: (Fall) Learn about prairie 

restoration through short sit-down 
program and hands-on collection. 

Meet at the Visitor Center. 
 

All ages 90 minutes 1-2 Classes 
at a time 

Prairie 
Restoration: 
Seed Sowing 

 
ACTIVITY: (Spring) Learn another 

piece to prairie restoration through a 
short program and hands-on sowing. 

Meet at the Visitor Center.  
 

All ages 90 minutes 1-2 Classes 
at a time 

Snakes Alive! 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM: Discover the 

lives of Minnesota snakes with our 
live resident snakes.  

Meet at the Visitor Center. 
 

All ages 45 minutes 1 Class 
at a time 

Minnesota 
Mammals 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM: Learn about 
common animal characteristics while 
taking a look at their bones and furs. 

Meeting location varies. 
 

All Ages 45 minutes 1-2 Classes 
at a time 

Just Take a 
Hike! 

 
WALK: Walk one of the many trails 

and talk about a variety of cultural and 
natural history topics along the way. 

Meeting location varies. 
 

All Ages 60 minutes 1 Class 
at a time 

Snowshoeing 

 
ACTIVITY (Winter): We have enough 
snowshoes for about 30 people on this 

1-mile walk through the snow. 
Meet at Visitor Center 

 

All Ages 60 minutes Roughly 30 people 
at a time 

Little Life: 
Under the 

Microscope 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM: Dive into the 
hidden life of the natural world under 
a video microscope. Various topics 

available. 
Meet at Visitor Center.  

 

4rd grade and older 45 minutes 1 Class 
at a time 

Tree ID / 
Fall Color 

Science 

 
TALK & WALK: Learn to ID common 

trees, the art of changing color, and 
the parts that make up a tree. 

Meeting location varies. 
 

4th grade and older 45 minutes 1 Class 
at a time 



Program Description Recommended 
Grade Level 

Program 
Length 

Recommended 
Group Size* 

Rock On! 
Geology 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM & ACTIVITY: 
Reenact the formation of the St. Croix 

Valley to explore glaciers, climate 
change, erosion factors, and rock ID. 

Meet at Visitor Center 

4rd grade and older 45 minutes 1 Class 
at a time 

Seine Net 
Fishing 

 
ACTIVITY: Learn river ecology and 
fish ID while using a 20-foot seine 

net. Note: In and near water. 
Meet at the Boat Landing. 

 

4th grade and older 60 minutes 1 Class 
at a time 

Geocaching 

 
ACTIVITY: Learn how to use a GPS 
unit through the sport of Geocaching.  

12 GPS units available to use. 
Meet at Visitor Center. 

 

4th grade and older 60 minutes 1 Class 
at a time 

Maple 
Syruping 

 
WALK-ABOUT DEMONSTRATION: 

Learn the basics of hibernation, 
science behind snowflake, and more 

through several hands-on experiments. 
Meet at the Visitor Center 

 

4rd grade and older 60 minutes 1-2 Classes 
at a time 

Wildflower 
Walk 

 
WALK (Spring): Discover the life and 
adaptations of Minnesota wildflowers 

on this fun identification walk. 
 Meeting location varies. 

 

4th grade and older 30-60 
minutes 

1 Class 
at a time 

Sandbar Stop! 
Fishing 

 
ACTIVITY: 12 fishing poles are 

available for smaller groups to learn 
the basics of fish ID and fishing. 

Meet at Picnic Shelter 
 

4th grade and older 90 minutes 
12 fishing poles 

available 
 

Orienteering 

 
ACTIVITY: Learn the basics of a 

compass and orienteering on a fun 
beginners puzzle course. 

Meet at the Visitor Center 
 

4rd grade and older 60 minutes 
1 Class  

at a time 
 

Snow Science 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM: Learn the 

basics of hibernation, science behind 
snowflake, and more through several 

hands-on experiments. 
Meet at the Visitor Center 

 

4rd grade and older 45 minutes 1 Class 
at a time 

Watersheds 
and Wetlands 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM & ACTIVITY: 

Explore Minnesota’s watersheds by 
participating in experiments and 

hands-on activities. 
 Meeting location varies. 

 

4th grade and Older 45 minutes 1-2 Classes 
at a time 

 
 
 

    



Program Description Recommended 
Grade Level 

Program 
Length 

Recommended 
Group Size* 

The Great 
Migration 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM & ACTIVITY: 

Learn about migration and play the 
role during a fun human board game. 

Meeting location varies. 
 

3th – 8th grade 45 minutes 1 Class 
at a time 

The St. Croix:  
River of Logs 

 
WALK/ACTIVITY: See what the St. 
Croix looked like 100 years ago and 

reenact a lumberman’s life on this 0.6 
mile walk to Nevers Dam. 
Meet at the Picnic Shelter. 

 

3rd grade and older 60 minutes 1 Class 
at a time 

Birding for 
Beginners 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM & ACTIVITY: 

Learn tips and tricks to identifying 
birds and go on a short walk or make 

binoculars or hands-on adaptation 
activities (dependant on age group). 

Meet at Visitor Center 
 

3rd grade and older 45-90 
minutes 

1 Class 
at a time 

River Study 

 
ACTIVITY: Grab a net and dig in the 
river to see what you can come up 
with! We’ll talk river ecology and 

watersheds. Note: In and near water. 
Meet at Boat Landing 

 

3rd grade and older 60 minutes 1 Class 
at a time 

Animal 
Olympics 

 
ACTIVITY: Flap your wings like a 

hummingbird and jump like a deer on 
this Olympic course testing 8 of your 

wildlife adaptations. 
Meeting location varies. 

 

Kindergarten –  
4th grade 45 minutes 1 Class 

at a time 

Toadally Frogs 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM: Discover the 
unique characteristics of Minnesota’s 

frogs and toads as we imitate their 
sounds and create our own frog opera! 

Meeting location varies. 
 

Kindergarten –  
4rd grade 30 minutes 1-2 Classes 

at a time 

Who-o-o Goes 
There? 

Creatures of 
the Night 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM: We’ll turn 

the lights off and explore the nocturnal 
adaptations of the wild through a 

variety of fun activities. 
Meet at Visitor Center 

 

Kindergarten –  
4th grade 45 minutes 1 Class 

at a time 

Scavenger 
Hunts 

 
ACTIVITY: Various topics available: 

Tree ID, Insects, Digital Photography,  
Meet at Visitor Center 

 

Kindergarten –  
4th grade 60 minutes 1 Class 

at a time 

Busy Beavers! 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM: Take the 
Beaver Quiz to see how much you 

know about these rodents! 
Meeting location varies. 

 

Kindergarten –  
4th grade 30 minutes 1-2 Classes 

at a time 



Program Description Recommended 
Grade Level 

Program 
Length 

Recommended 
Group Size* 

Track 
Detectives 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM: Learn how to 

identify the tracks of, and walk like, 
animals of Wild River State Park! 

Meeting location varies. 
 

Kindergarten – 
4th grade 30 minutes 1-2 Classes 

at a time 

Loonie Loons! 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM: Discover the 

life of loons as we page through a 
Minnesota-written book that describes 
all of their unique, unknown features. 

Meeting location varies. 
 

Kindergarten –  
3rd grade 30 minutes 1-2 Classes 

at a time 

Clues of the 
Forest  

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM: Who has 

been leaving clues outside the Visitor 
Center?  Play a game similar to 
“Blue’s Clues” and learn about 

various clues animals leave behind. 
Winter and summer versions available  

Meet at Visitor Center 
 

Kindergarten –  
3rd grade 30 minutes 1-2 Classes 

at a time 

Scavenging by 
Senses 

 
WALK: Through various activities 

along a short walk, we’ll use our five 
senses like so many animals. 

Meeting location varies. 
 

Kindergarten –  
3rd grade 60 minutes 1 Class 

at a time 

Butterflies & 
Dragonflies 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM & ACTIVITY: 

Discuss the lives of butterflies and 
dragonflies, life cycles, and 

metamorphosis.  12 nets are available 
for optional hands-on activity. 

Meet at Visitor Center 
 

Kindergarten –  
3rd grade 

30-60 
minutes 

1-2 Classes 
at a time 

Where for 
Winter? 

 
SIT-DOWN PROGRAM: Explore the 

various ways animals prepare for 
winter by migrating, hibernating, or 

stocking fat reserves! 
Meeting location varies. 

 

Kindergarten –  
3rd grade 30 minutes 1-2 Classes 

at a time 

     
*Group Size: This is the size recommended per session (roughly 20-30 students). 

Larger groups can be accommodated by rotating stations throughout the day. 
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