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BIRD CHECKLIST

SPLIT ROCK CREEK STATE PARK




Birding at Split Rock Creek State Park

This park is a birding “island” in a sea of agriculture. Split
Rock Lake is the only sizable lake in this area and attracts
great numbers of waterfowl. The woodlands, which are also
scarce in this area, are attractive to many migratory

species such as sparrows, warblers and flycatchers. Upland
sandpipers, western meadowlarks and numerous sparrow
species have been found nesting in the grassland and
agricultural land to the south and west of the lake. The
cattail marsh at the north end of the lake is a good place to
view marsh wrens.

Key

Occurrence

Sp - Spring (Mar—May)
S - Summer (Jun—Jul)
F - Fall (Aug—Nov)

W - Winter (Dec—Feb)

Abundance

C - Common (Present, relatively easy to find)

U - Uncommon (Present, not certain to be seen)

O - Occasional (Infrequent, may not return each year)
R - Rare (Observed at least once, may not return)

Date: Enter the date you saw the bird.

Bird Identification Tips

When you observe a bird, make note of at least three
characteristics.

Location: Where did you see the bird? (water, forest, feeder,
lower branch, tree trunk, etc.)

Body size and shape: Compare to a known bird. (smaller
than a...bigger than a...plump like a...slender like a...) Look
at tail, legs and bill. (long, short, thick, thin, curved, straight)

Colors and markings: Look on wings, tail, back, belly, rump
and head. (stripe above eye, white spot on tail, etc.)

Sounds and movements: How do they act and sound?
(travel alone or in groups, in-flight wing position - soaring,
flapping, flap and glide, etc.)
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MARTINS, SWALLOWS
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[ Tree Swallow

I Northern Rough-winged Swallow

[0 Purple Martin
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CHICKADEES, TITMICE
[ Black-capped Chickadee

NUTHATCHES
[J Red-breasted Nuthatch
[J White-breasted Nuthatch
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