
MN DNR Invasive Species Program Contacts   
 

Title / Area of Responsibility Name Phone E-mail 

Invasive Species Program Staff (Central Office)   
Invasive Species Program Supervisor- 
supervision of overall program, policy and direction, 
legislative issues 

Luke Skinner  651-259-5140 luke.skinner@state.mn.us 

Invasive Species Prevention Coordinator-
education and public awareness, permits, regulations 
and prevention grants 

Jay Rendall  651-259-5131 jay.rendall@state.mn.us 

Aquatic Invasive Species Management 
Coordinator- technical and financial assistance for 
aquatic invasive plant management 

Chip Welling 651-259-5149 chip.welling@state.mn.us 
 

Terrestrial Invasive Species Management 
Coordinator- technical assistance and biological 
control programs 

Laura Van Riper 651-259-5140 laura.vanriper@state.mn.us 
 

Grants Coordinator- administers invasive species 
management and prevention grants 

Wendy Crowell 651-259-5085 wendy.crowell@state.mn.us 

Watercraft Inspection Program Coordinator –
supervise program staff; awareness events at water 
accesses; and cooperative inspector hires 

Heidi Wolf 651-259-5152 heidi.wolf@state.mn.us 

Research Scientist -  zebra mussels, spiny 
waterflea, rusty crayfish, and other invasive aquatic 
invertebrates 

Gary Montz 651-259-5121 gary.montz@state.mn.us 
 

Enforcement - statewide coordination of 
enforcement of invasive species regulations for 
aquatic plants and wild animals 

Phil Meier 507-359-6040 phil.meier@state.mn.us 
  

Invasive Species Specialists (Field Staff) 
Primary contact for aquatic invasive species issues at the local level. Provide technical assistance for invasive species 
management and prevention activities for their perspective work areas.  

Northwest MN (Park Rapids) Darrin Hoverson 218-699-7293 darrin.hoverson@state.mn.us 

West-Central MN (Fergus Falls)   Nathan Olson 218-739-7576 
ext. 259 

  nathan.olson@state.mn.us  

Northeast MN (Grand Rapids)   Rich Rezanka 218-999-7805   richard.rezanka@state.mn.us 

Central MN (Brainerd) Dan Swanson 218-833-8645 dan.swanson@state.mn.us 

Central and Southeast MN (St. Paul) Vacant 651-259-5828  

Southern MN (New Ulm) Joe Eisterhold 507-359-6079 joe.eisterhold@state.mn.us 

Watercraft Inspection Program Assistants (Field Staff) 
Supervise local watercraft inspectors and provide outreach for awareness events at water accesses 
Northern MN (Park Rapids - seasonal) Bruce Anspach 218-699-7295 bruce.anspach@state.mn.us 

West-Central MN (Fergus Falls –seasonal) Anna Ness 218-739-7576 
ext. 247 

anna.ness@state.mn.us 

Central MN (Brainerd - seasonal) Keri Hull 218-833-8737 keri.hull@state.mn.us  

Central and Southeast MN (St. Paul) Maureen Ziskovsky 651-259-5146 maureen.ziskovsky@state,mn.us  

General Information  651-259-5100  
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