


SMptail grouse were once one of Mimesw's most 
abundant and popular game birds. Unfortunately due to 
changes in sharptail habitat, their num&a have declined 
~ t i ~ l y .  But., If you own a tract of land surrounded 
by a large expame of old fields, bmsh or open bog that 
supports or was once inhabited b sharpltailed grouse, you 
can h p  property for this unique game bird. By 
actively your land to maintain and improve q x n  
grass and brushland habitat, the sight and sound of sharp- 
tails dancing and hooting each spring will remain a part 
of Mbnesoa's landscape. 

The shatptail has narrow habitat requirements &at 
include a mmplex of expansive, o h n  grass md brush- 
lands at least two-squ$re m k s  in six. NatuM succession 
has c l h d  most of ,f.oncc: open natural brusNmds and 
homestead areas of Mnasa. The m&c d hms, gas8 

bmsh have given way to tall, old brush and forest. 
In the: past, wildfire mainataind the= open bashlands. 
Today, due to the absence sf fire, large-scale #and cleax- 
ing for agriculture a&d aforeststion within tixi5 Mitat, 
sl~a~pftail populations have declined. Hunars 
atmually harveswd over 100,W of these 
native game Mds in the 1 9 4 9 ~ ~  bat law of 
habitat has reduced the harvest 20 

5,000-10,000hrecmtymn. !'\ 
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Of ~JM W1~1.a~ Sharp-taiW grouse range i~ Mort& 
Raage a& in ~ ~ f i ~ ~ ,  
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stabrrar mr snarp-rules grouse fs open gram and vegetation becomes established, the habitat deteriorates. 
bmsMand such as natural meadows, open be, abandon- Sharp-tailed grouse habitat needs to be managed every 
ed farm clearings, and Slactive commcrciat dce paddies. 5-10 years to keep it in the open, early successional stage. 
Sharptails do not tolmte tall trees, paxticular1y e v e r g ~ m .  The open nature of sharp-tailed grouse habitat is the most 
If mes grow over 25-feet tall within 9% mile of a dmcina; important feature and should include: 
ground [or "lek"), the habitat likely will be abandoned. A large open treeless area for the dancing 
This m e  covet inhibits the bids  ability to see a318 escape ground (lek) 
hawb and owls. The brushlands arould the Ick sad&@ Brush for cover and nesting habitat 
the sharptail's needs f ~ r  shelter, nesting cover, and food. Seeds and berry-producing plants which also 

Good simptail habitat also supports deer, moose, harbor insects for food 
mi&, sandhill cranes, short-eared owls, water- * Scattered clumps of aspen or birch for winter 
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deed kfm sunrise and at sunset, and ofim 
tmwd w to three rnam o &ye The various sh%zrub that 
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Dan* for r Ma* 

a dizlfchg gound or kk to artsacs fats mdezg. kks 
are cpen am$ un&a m acre in size an4 m y  Ire !mated 
on r smdl rise. LS:~S axe s l M m  I W ~ E ~  el-s than 200 I 

-in& ;,;1:cWng 2nd chuckling ssun& arc ma4 
the mla stamp shclx feet, In&te thek purplbh necl 

as &ey try ao eeab1bh domimce. S b p t d b  $ 
Z m  M f d l t  I~I* May tMith rhe peak xdvizy in April. 
H m  u t r ~ c ~ d  to the kh, to mare, md begiin 
neti% in A p l ,  I 



100 yards from trees over 15- to 20-feet tali. Never plant 

Mtec brding, hens seQcct a mt dbe within ?I% mile sf a food pbi for sharptab near evergreens because it makes 
the iek in m ckwatd drr 0f dens9 gm$ or !ow bfwh, She than vulnerable to hawks and owls. 
will lay about a &m w. Chicks are rbk to dp. after 
sen days gard kcornt incredngy indeptoht of their 
rnosker.. During their S"mt few weeh, chltb feed tclor~ in- 
sects before swircMhing to a bud, berry, md seed diet Irz 
the fall. Wicdiy about one-half of the brmd swives  u -  

tdul a;?;h, %umc, jrsaripr md chokecherry trees. 

Winwr Habimt 

mount of w d y  gw&. The bird% prcEermcc fm hm- 
a3 areas a n e d  it the name '"eMrdv' &om PEtatiw 

A f d  plot wi4 &ow ~Mpmib aa  PI t k  crlacaf 
wlmer pfiad In p3mc physdal tonaltion. C)ne to two 
acres of corn, slurflower$, or small @$t-ahns such as Went, 
oars, $lax, h l e y  rn buckwhat; or fed, whke ar W e  
cPotrer art recommended. plots shou1cE be at 3 a t  



s e w  gcrp&*m rapsad gv& to M 

Falf~w ths te6Mcq.w to caem 
Wpukkioas: 

2 * wi!tMn M d . 

2, Wntda exldnlg, maha, md1mglb itns 
b w h  ares. 

3. Grar ald bmsh by &t@ or hand cutting. 

4, Mq mm of rcl.adsi& and hayfields m- 
5if %act the natiw ptiacS. { A u g ~ t  1). 

t cantl0Eled brzrning of 
'* bnaNtnd h &c spring or hU. Carruff DNR 

f;Pf gdvke and te abah the nec$ssaq bum- 
8% petrmib. Prepare adequate firebreaks. 

6. Light to mo&rz@ gr bneB@ s i~zrpm 
by fielpiq conord mtwral succasion rtrd 
manfain the desired opema .  

7, Leave or plane s d l  grain food plots; Eor 
winter food, 

I Encou%agc your wiebors ta manage their 
9. awn lands for shamtaiis. 

I 
At svndse in the spring, listen for the cwIag 2nd 

cackling sowl& d the shqfa3. L w k  far m open area 
with Mlrd droEapiw md feathers and you will have 
ICECI~& the shamta11~' Ick. Piam an abservatlon blind 
neu the 1ek and &light in the coforful dance of the 
male sharptail. 9Uf d these art wildlife %xperictzc@s that 
will be thrilling for you and your Bmily. Since areas 
t h t  supgon shargulb 2% d l a p ~ r 4 ,  Imdawnets 
that m a g 9  shqtd l  habitat for o k r m t t ~ n  and hr~n 
ofng should feel a rm1 sense of accompli~hment. 
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