How we pay for management of Minnesota’s natural resources

anaging Minnesota’s wealth of

natural resources for the many

economic, recreational and eco-
logical benefits they provide is a big job.
But the fund that pays for much of the
core work critical to healthy resources

1s being eroded by inflation.

Your Game & Fish Fund

When you purchase a hunting or fishing license, your
dollars flow into the DNR’s Game and Fish Fund. These
dollars are kept separate from other agency funds; they can
be used only for fish, wildlife, law enforcement and certain
other related activities.
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ity of the DNR’s core fish, wildlife and law enforcement
work. This core work — surveys, stocking, harvest manage-
ment and more — is the foundation on which many other
government and nonprofit conservation projects are built
(including new projects

This fund pays for salaries, paid for by Legacy funds).
trucks, gas, office space, . Conservation partners
nets, and other operational Game and Fish Fund Balance depend upon DNR data
costs. Actualand P rnjected gnd staff expertise. Cracks
There i ffort und in the fiscal foundation
cre 1s an etiort under- 520,000,000 of our conservation work
way to examine the health will ultimately weaken the
of the Game & Fish Fund _ Actual work of others as well
and Minnesota’s license »15,000,000 ‘
structure. Hunting and Seeking solutions
fishing licenses sales make | #10.000,000 " By law, the Game and Fish
up more than half of the *e, Projected Fund cannot “go into the
revenue coming into the 5,000,000 s red.” Therefore, a rev-
L] . ?

fund. By Law, (MN Stat- ‘e, enue increase or spending
ute 97A.055; Subd. 3), the 50 . . T T — 1 | decrease is necessary. The
Commissioner of Natural i

: . o 0 1 ) DNR is currently work-
Resources is required to g{‘l o° qﬂﬂﬁ q{'ld\r 1-“'3 qﬂ@r 1{33 ing with the Game and
make recommendations to Fish Fund Budget Over-
the Legislature regarding Fiscal Year sight Committee to seek a

the health of the Game and
Fish Fund.

Legacy Fund not the answer
While new constitutionally dedicated Legacy funding for
the outdoors will provide many benefits for the state, these

funds do not go directly to the DNR, and they can’t be spent

on core agency work. As a result, DNR continues to rely
heavily on the Game and Fish Fund, but this fund is declin-

ing. Expenditures exceed revenues by $2.6 million per year,

and it is projected to have a negative balance by the end of
fiscal 2015. This is a problem because it pays for the major-

solution. This committee,
comprised of nearly 50 citizens, reviews DNR revenues
and expenditures. It is evaluating what adjustments are
necessary so the DNR can continue to deliver the type of
recreation, science and enforcement that citizens expect.

The declining balance in the Game and Fish Fund stems,
in part, from the fact that fishing license fees have not
increased since the year 2001. A resident annual fishing
license has remained at $17 for a decade. If adjusted for
inflation, the license would cost about $23 today.

Recreation worth paying for!
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Where the Game & Fish Fund comes from

The chart at left shows Game and Fish Fund revenue
sources. Fishing and hunting licenses, plus the fed-
eral reimbursement the state receives for each license
sold, account for 74 percent of revenue into the Game
and Fish Fund. These dollars, plus revenue from
other funding sources noted at left, pay for the vast
majority of Fish and Wildlife Division operations and
are important revenue sources for the Enforcement
Division, Ecological and Water Resources Division,
and technical support functions.

What the Game & Fish Fund pays for

The chart at left shows how Game and Fish Fund dol-
lars are utilized. The largest percentage (34 percent) is
to manage Minnesota’s 5,400 fishing lakes and 15,000
miles of fishable rivers and streams. The second
largest percentage (30 percent) is used, among other
things, to manage wildlife populations and the state’s
1.3 million-acre wildlife management area system.
The other major percentage (21 percent) goes to the
Enforcement Division, which manages recreation and
conservation enforcement across the state.

For more information contact:
MN-DNR Info Center 888-MIN-NDNR
www.mndnr.gov



